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CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Jessica Ackerley Trio

WHEN...
From Edmonton, New York

FRIDAY • MARCH 23
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jessica Ackerley - guitar
Mat Muntz - bass
Zack O’Farrill - drums 

jessicaackerley.com

In the past decade, Jessica Ackerley has 

already established herself on the Canadian 

and American rock and jazz scene as a unique 

guitarist, composer and band leader. Born and 

raised in Alberta, Jessica now resides in New 

York City where she has worked alongside 

notable musicians such as Tyshawn Sorey and 

Martin Bisi, as well as had the opportunity to 

perform at established venues like John Zorn’s 

The Stone, The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

and The Blue Note. 

Her musical palette is diverse, drawing from 

highly-refined compositional structure to free 

improvisation and jazz, with a slight nod to 

no wave and avant garde soundscapes. All 

About Jazz has stated upon the release of her 

debut album that “her work demonstrates her 

independence and refusal to conform, yet it 

is rooted firmly in that which has influenced 

her. If she maintains this course Ackerley has a 

brilliant career ahead of her.”

Jessica continuously tries to expand her 

musical horizons with various projects across 

Canada and the U.S. For her trio’s Yardbird Suite 

debut, she is accompanied by Mat Muntz on 

bass and Zack O’Farrill on drums.
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A master of soprano saxophone, oboe, bass 

clarinet, and English horn, Paul McCandless is 

co-founder of the jazz supergroup, Oregon, 

which is now into its fifth decade. He has been 

a multi-time winner of the Downbeat Critics 

Poll and has collaborated with Pat Metheny, 

Jaco Pastorius, Bela Fleck, and numerous other 

greats of jazz.

Over the years, McCandless has also released a 

series of solo records of his own compositions: 

mixtures of complexly orchestrated 

funky electric jazz, gorgeous ballads, pure 

improvisation, and genres that have no names. 

Paul McCandless has brought the soaring 

lyricism in his playing and composing to the 

ensemble sound of two seminal iconic bands 

of jazz: the original Paul Winter Consort and 

the relentlessly innovative quartet, Oregon.

His current collaboration with Charged 

Particles showcases his music with a fresh 

twist and new energy. The Washington City 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Paul McCandless with the Charged Particles Trio

WHEN...
From San Francisco

SATURDAY • MARCH 24
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Paul McCandless - saxophones, oboe, bass clarinet, English horn
Murray Low - piano
Aaron Germain - bass
Jon Krosnick - drums

chargedparticles.com
paulmccandless.com

Paper said “this is serious jazz, intricate, and 

surprisingly aggressive,” and what writer 

Bill Milkowski called in Downbeat Magazine 

“something special.” 

The music being played traverses a wide 

range of genres, including swinging jazz, 

funky fusion-ish tunes, romantic ballads, 

purely improvised adventures, and original 

McCandless styles that have no names.

Celebrating their 25th anniversary, Charged 

Particles features three of the country’s 

virtuosos playing jazz while crossing stylistic 

boundaries and blending diverse traditions 

to create engaging new sounds. Murray Low 

is a keyboard wizard with dazzling Latin-jazz 

technique and imaginative improvisational 

skills. Aaron Germain is an inventive and 

sophisticated acoustic and electric bassist. 

Along with fiery drummer Jon Krosnick, 

these players are making some of the most 

electrifying jazz in the country today.
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Gerry Mulligan and Chet Baker are two of the 

most beloved voices in west coast cool jazz. 

For a short time in the early 50’s, they worked 

together in the Gerry Mulligan/Chet Baker 

Quartet. Chet’s introspective improvising and 

Gerry’s par excellence arranging made for a 

fantastic if short-lived combo, staying together 

a mere eleven months. 

Dan Davis and his quintet pay tribute to this 

under-appreciated group, as well as some of 

their own brand new tunes and old favourites 

featuring nothing but Edmonton’s finest: Joel 

Gray, Stephanie Urquhart, Josh McHan and Dan 

Skakun.

Davis has been nominated for a Western 

Canadian Music Award for “Out West” with A/B 

trio, and “Based On a True Story” with the Writers’ 

Guild, bands he co-leads. Both records also made 

it to #1 on the National Earshot! Jazz charts.

Dan has been fortunate enough to perform 

with P.J. Perry, Tommy Banks, Jim Head, Chris 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Dan Davis Quintet

WHEN...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • MARCH 30
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Dan Davis - saxophone
Joel Gray - trumpet
Stephanie Urquhart - piano
Josh McHan - bass 
Dan Skakun - drums

Andrew, Juno winner Mike Murley, Kevin 

Turcotte, the Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra, the 

Edmonton Jazz Orchestra, the Edmonton Jazz 

Collective, and the Glenn Miller Orchestra.

Currently, Dan is an instructor at the MacEwan 

Conservatory of Music at Alberta College, and 

at MacEwan University. He gives master classes 

and performances around Alberta and across 

western Canada.
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MARCH 20
JEFF HENDRICK QUARTET

MARCH 27
LEAH HARMAN AND  
BRENDAN MCGRATH

APRIL 3
MARK SEGGER

APRIL 10
PAUL JOHNSTON TRIO

APRIL 17
JOHN SWEENIE QUINTET

APRIL 24
FRED MACK QUARTET 

MAY 1
MARTY MAJOROWICZ  
STRATHCONA RHYTHM 
BUREAU

MAY 8
RUBIM DE TOLEDO’S RECLAIM 
COLLECTIVE

MAY 15
KAREN PORKKA AND  
WHIRLDISH

MAY 22
WRITERS’ GUILD

MAY 29
CHARLIE AUSTIN

TUESDAY
NIGHT

SESSIONS

March - May 2018

TICKETS - MEMBERS & GUESTS
(including Silver & Gold Memberships): $5

DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

On Tuesday nights -  Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together. The evening 
begins with a one hour set from the featured band -  followed by a jam session. Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly 
event for local jazz musicians to play together and network -  and provide an opportunity to mentor the younger 
musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow their own careers. Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific 
opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment. Buy Tuesday Session season pass for $50, 
valid for 15 Tuesday Sessions. No expiry. Not valid for any other night.
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In all of its eras, American jazz has been 

nurtured by an integral relationship between 

its historical roots and future visions. Veteran 

pianist and composer Dave Burrell masterfully 

operates in a realm where rooted tradition and 

avant-garde freedoms function as poles of a 

single vision. From the craftsmanship of rag 

through free jazz’s radical peaks, his mastery 

and range through the music’s vernacular 

and history is unforced. It’s almost as if he is 

unaware of these distinctions and categories, 

and by false designations of “inside” and 

“outside” that limit the rest of us.

Burrell was a key collaborator to many of 

the revolutionary voices of the 1960’s “New 

Thing” and appeared on some of the most 

important recordings by the likes of Pharoah 

Sanders, Archie Shepp, Marion Brown, Sonny 

Sharrock and Sunny Murray. His own work as 

a leader is equally vital. He is a composer with 

a distinct and thorough vision. As free as his 

improvisational spirit is, his work displays a 

determined intellect that may be most explicit 

in his operas and research-based projects 

made in collaboration with writer Monika 

Larsson.

Steve Swell has thoroughly broken away from 

what constitutes a traditional approach to 

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Dave Burrell and Steve Swell
playing and performing the trombone. His 

commitment to excellence and search for new 

frontiers on his instrument has enabled him 

to make his home in a variety approaches to 

improvising and composing. Swell exhibits 

great respect for the traditions of jazz and 

improvisation due in part from his tenures 

with the big bands of Lionel Hampton, Buddy 

Rich and Jaki Byard. His dynamic playing can 

be heard in the ecstatic moments of free 

jazz ensembles such as William Parker or Ken 

Vandermark, more textural nuanced bands 

such as Blue Collar with Nate Wooley to the 

well known “downtown” ensembles of Joey 

Baron and Elliott Sharp. 

WHEN...
From New York, Edmonton, Banff

SATURDAY • MARCH 31
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Dave Burrell - piano
Steve Swell - trombone
Kyle Brenders - saxophone
Mark Segger - drums

daveburrell.com
steveswell.com
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Edmonton based pianist Stefan Kijek is a 

consummate musician, having spent the last 

ten years playing as a sideman through all 

kinds of genres and bands. His compositions, 

although still primarily written for the jazz 

format, incorporate emotive and compelling 

elements of many genres like hip hop, pop, 

and rock. His music and trio are wrapped into 

a storytelling experience that compels player 

and listener alike. He plans to release his 

inaugural album within the year.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Stefan Kijek Trio

WHEN...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • APRIL 6
MEMBERS $16
GUESTS $20
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Stefan Kijek - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

reverbnation.com/stefankijek
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Winner of both first prize and the Public’s 

Choice Award at the 2014 Montreux Jazz 

Festival International Guitar Competition, 

Alex Goodman has been hailed as “a definite 

musical voice” (Guitar International), “a jazz 

phenomenon the world over” (Birmingham 

Times), and as a player of “fluid lyricism” 

(Downbeat) and “dazzling improvisational 

dexterity” (New York City Jazz Record).

In 2013, Alex’s CD “Bridges” was nominated for 

a Juno Award as Contemporary Jazz Album 

of the Year, Canada’s highest musical honor. 

Since moving to New York in 2012, Goodman 

has recorded with artists including John 

Patitucci, Dick Oatts, Kevin Hays and Rich Perry 

and performed with a variety of notable jazz 

musicians like Charles Lloyd, Eric Harland, Ari 

Hoenig, Terell Stafford, Ben Wolfe, and John 

Riley. Alex was awarded a 2013 ASCAP Herb 

Alpert Jazz Composer Award, has written a 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Alex Goodman Quartet
book of solo guitar etudes, and has composed 

extensively for jazz groups, chamber groups, 

orchestras, big bands, and string quartets.

WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 7
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Alex Goodman - guitar
Matt Marantz - saxophone
Rick Rosato - bass
Adam Arruda - drums

alexgoodmanmusic.com
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Born in Berlin to an American father and a 

German mother, Benny Lackner, moved to 

California at the age of 13. He received his 

BFA from the California Institute of the Arts 

under the direction of Charlie Haden and 

David Roitstein. From 1997 to 1998, he studied 

privately with his mentor, pianist Brad Mehldau. 

He has performed at numerous jazz festivals 

including the North Sea Jazz Festival, Montreux 

and Monterey. He has worked with artists such 

as the late Billy Higgins, Marc Ribot, BradShepik, 

Pheeroan akLaff and is now residing in New 

York City and Berlin where he is working 

with his internationally touring trio as well 

as a sideman and composer. Benny Lackner 

just completed his fifth world tour playing 

nineteen concerts in nineteen cities starting 

with Auckland, New Zealand, and ending in 

Lausanne, Switzerland. 

He will be playing in a solo acoustic piano 

setting, performing composition by Brahms, 

Schubert, Bowie, Radiohead and Lackner.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Benny Lackner

WHEN...
From New York

FRIDAY • APRIL 13
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Benny Lackner - piano

bennylackner.com



Andrew Glover has performed extensively 

throughout Canada, the United States and 

Europe. He is a full time career musician who has 

worked with such notables as Jack Semple, Alfie 

Zappacosta, Sheila Jorden, Big Miller, P.J. Perry and 

many more . 

Andrew has performed with the Edmonton, 

Victoria and Regina Symphony Orchestras. He has 

released seven of his own CDs of original material 

as well as composed and produced music for 

many other projects. For this Yardbird Suite event, 

Andrew will be performing mostly all new 2018 

compositions.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Andrew Glover Quintet

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • APRIL 14
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Andrew Glover - piano
J.F. Picard - saxophone
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

www. yardbirdsuite.com     11
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On January 25, 2018, Canada lost an icon. Tommy 

Banks was a community builder, a television 

personality, and an incredible musician, and 

while the Yardbird Suite will always miss Tommy 

dearly, his musical legacy will live on forever. On 

Sunday, April 15, the Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra 

is honoured to present a musical tribute to the 

man himself. The show will feature a handful of 

Tommy’s favourite songs, alongside a number of 

his arrangements from his catalogue, including 

selections from his Juno Award winning album 

At The Montreux Festival (Jazz Canada Montreux 

1978). 

Tommy’s early bands, The Banknotes and the 

Tommy Banks Orchestra, are groups in which a 

number of influential Edmontonian musicians 

cut their musical teeth; including Edmontonian 

jazz veterans Harry Pinchin, Bobby Cairns, Tom 

Doran, and the late Bob Miller. On Sunday, April 

15, the Yardbird Suite would also like to publicly 

recognize the contribution that these four 

gentleman made to the Edmonton jazz music 

scene by formally thanking them and mounting 

their photos on the venue wall.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra 
One For Tommy: The Music of Tommy Banks

12   SPRING 2018

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SUNDAY • APRIL 15
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 1:00 PM - SHOW 2 PM
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Bassist-composer Solon McDade grew up 

on stage and has developed into a versatile 

performer, equally able to unleash his “complex 

and literate bass playing” (Dirty Linen Magazine) 

in jazz clubs, blues bars, and at folk and bluegrass 

festivals. He has been a part of numerous tours 

in North America, Europe and China and his 

distinctive melodic and powerful bass playing 

provides the foundation on which the sound 

of many recordings are built. His group The 

McDades won a 2006 Juno Award their album 

“Bloom” and his entire recording catalog features 

over twenty nominations for various awards.

Solon is pleased to share his most recent musical 

creations featuring some of Canada’s best jazz 

musicians - Solon’s brother Jeremiah McDade on 

tenor sax and Montrealers Donny Kennedy on 

alto sax, Paul Shrofel at the piano and Rich Irwin 

on drums.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Solon McDade Quintet

WHEN...
From Montreal, Edmonton

FRIDAY • APRIL 20
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM

Solon McDade - bass
Jeremiah McDade - tenor saxophone
Donny Kennedy - alto saxophone
Paul Shrofel - piano
Rich Irwin - drums
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Based in New York City, 2013 Grammy nominated 

artist, pianist and composer Manuel Valera was 

born and raised in Havana, Cuba. Since arriving 

in New York, he has become well known in the 

modern jazz scene, garnering national reviews 

and lending his talents as a pianist and composer 

to such notable artists as Arturo Sandoval, Paquito 

D’Rivera, Brian Lynch, Dafnis Prieto, Jeff “Tain” 

Watts, John Benitez, Samuel Torres, Joel Frahm, 

and Yosvany Terry, among many others.

One of his other groups, the New Cuban Express 

received a 2013 Grammy nomination in the Best 

Latin Jazz Album category for his 2012 recording 

“New Cuban Express”. This group explores and 

fuses the music of Cuba with jazz. 

The music of the Manuel Valera Trio is a refreshing 

take on Cuban music as well as interpretations of 

jazz standards and previously-recorded original 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Manuel Valera Trio

WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 21
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM

Manuel Valera - piano
Hans Glawischnig - bass
Mark Whitfield Jr. - drums

manuelvalera.com

compositions by Valera. It fuses elements of 

straight-ahead, Latin jazz and R&B to create a very 

personal sound with a broad appeal. Manuel’s 

new CD “The Seasons” should be released in time 

for his Yardbird Suite gig.

“The sound is both old and spectacularly new in 
terms of his re-invention of the music of a tradition 
to which he is inextricably linked. And this increases 
Valera’s importance as a musician in the arena of 
Afro-Cuban music.”

Latin Jazz Network 



“When asked the crass question “And what is 

your real day job?” the unequivocal response 

from Andréa Petrity, her bass player Stefano 

Valdo and drummer Robin Tufts is that they 

are full time professional musicians. That they 

possess a degree of professionalism is more 

than self evident in their on stage demeanour 

and commitment to technical and musical 

excellence.” - Rod Wilson, Studio 64, Kimberley BC.

When you watch Andréa performing with 

her trio you will notice right away that they 

appear happy and joyful on stage. Their 

philosophy is to remain true to the music, true 

to themselves. The music flows from an honest 

place which the audience not only sees but 

feels.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Andrea Petrity

16   SPRING 2018

WHEN...
From Calgary

FRIDAY • APRIL 27
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Andrea Petrity - piano
Stefano Valdo - bass
Robin Tufts - drums

www.andreapetrity.com

The trio focuses on Andréa’s original 

compositions and arrangements which can 

be described as modern and fresh. The band 

members are in demand musicians with lengthy 

musical backgrounds, education, knowledge 

and experience. The players contribute much 

sensitivity and inventiveness as well as allow 

great room for creativity, exploration, formation 

and colour within their music.

Andréa’s debut album, “It’s About Time” was 

recorded and released in 2014. The CD has 

been very well received and has achieved 

airplay across Canada as well as in the United 

States, South Africa, Australia and on some 

European stations. 
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With an unparalleled style of rhythmic 

expression, drummer Willie Jones III is one of 

the world’s leading jazz drummers. In addition 

to honoring his monumental influences - the 

late greats Philly Joe Jones, Art Blakey and 

Billy Higgins - Jones’ bold articulation and 

constantly innovative sense of swing are 

results of his life-long musical experience.

Jones was a student of the great drummer 

Albert “Tootie” Heath. He came out of the Los 

Angeles scene and his relevance to the ‘90s 

is instantly identifiable through associations 

with projects such as “Jungle Music” by Black/

Note. He performed on the Grammy-winning 

“Hot House” album by trumpeter Arturo 

Sandoval, was part of pianist Horace Silver’s 

lineup of horns in the ‘90s, and had a sideman 

gig with vibraphonist Milt Jackson. Gigs such 

as these and an ensuing relationship with 

trumpeter Roy Hargrove are all part of a spice 

cabinet rich enough to convince the drummer 

that he ought to begin serving up a stew of 

his own.

He has released several recordings as a leader 

on his own WJ3 Records label. His 2012 disc 

“Plays the Max Roach Songbook” received 

a four star Downbeat review. Jim Macnie 

noted that “Jones is one of the most animated 

drummers on the New York scene. Long story 

short, when they set up shop at Columbus 

Circle last January, they owned this stuff.”

Willie Jones III is touring in support of his latest 

release “The Thing Is”, also on WJ3 Records. 

For his third Yardbird Suite visit, he brings 

an outstanding group of great musicians 

including Mike Olmos on trumpet, Ralph 

Moore on saxophone, Eric Reed on piano and 

Gerald Cannon on bass.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Willie Jones III Quintet

WHEN...
From New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco

SATURDAY • APRIL 28
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM

Willie Jones III - drums
Mike Olmos - trumpet
Ralph Moore - tenor sax
Eric Reed - piano
Gerald Cannon - bass

williejones3.com
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Proving that many of the leading composer-

arranger-orchestra leaders in jazz are women, 

Amina Figarova joins the likes of Carla Bley, 

Maria Schneider and Mary Halvorson, adding 

her own independent voice to modern music.

Hailing from Azerbaijan, the New York-based 

Figarova is an internationally influenced-

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Amina Figarova Sextet

WHEN...
From New York

THURSDAY • MAY 3
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Amina Figarova - piano
Alex Pope Norris - trumpet
Marc Mommaas - tenor saxophone
Bart Platteau - flutes
t.b.a. - bass
Jason Brown - drums

aminafigarova.com

and recognized-composer, pianist, and 

bandleader. Those three roles come to the 

forefront in Figarova’s sextets, bands with a 

remarkable chemistry that bring her detailed 

arrangements to life.

Every member of the group stands out as a 

first-rate individual, but their dedication to 

Figarova’s eclectic and powerful compositions 

gives this group its depth of feeling and elite 

status. The Amina Figarova Sextet has been 

a hit at major festivals like the Newport Jazz 

Festival and New Orleans Jazz and Heritage 

Festival, and it’s always a treat to hear Amina  

Figarova in the more intimate confines of the 

Yardbird Suite.

“Among the most important composers to come into 
jazz in the new millennium”

JazzTimes 
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The creative mind has a beautiful and 

often mysterious way of organizing stimuli. 

External influences enter the body freely 

and are subsequently poked, nudged and 

shoved through a sifting process that feels 

at times arbitrary. Consciously and with full 

intention Lori Freedman and Nicolas Caloia 

have developed a certain “defining” process in 

attempt to control this phenomenon. 

They played, recorded, talked and wrote 

together for about fifteen years and then 

formed Mercury. They decided to develop 

a singular concert repertoire of music 

that reflected the idea of the “open form” 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Mercury - Lori Freedman and Nicolas Caloia
composition by hoisting a selection of local 

musicians up, out and into the exiting and 

unheard world of the “actuelle”. 

From their immediate community Mercury 

asked players with whom they play to write 

music for their duo. This is that music, solicited 

from Malcolm Goldstein, Pierre-Yves Martel, 

Rainer Weins, Martin Arnold and Mercury itself.

WHEN...
From Montreal

FRIDAY • MAY 4
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Lori Freedman - clarinets
Nicolas Caloia - bass

nicolascaloia.net/freedman_caloia.html



New York vocalist Kendra Shank and Portland, 

Oregon guitarist John Stowell have been 

having musical conversations for two decades, 

resulting in a deep synergy. “New York 

Conversations”, their co-led duo recording, 

pushes boundaries with a mix of modern jazz 

originals, re-imagined jazz standards, a Fred 

Hersch/Norma Winstone song, a folk song 

medley, and spontaneously improvised pieces. 

Stowell plays pianistic chords and rich 

unexpected harmonies on a colorful array of 

guitars: electric, steel string acoustic, nylon 

acoustic, and fretless. In addition to her 

compelling interpretations of lyrics, Shank 

employs electronic looping and effects to 

improvise multi-layered wordless collages in 

organic interplay with Stowell. Moods range 

from mixed meter jaunts to spacious tender 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

John Stowell and Kendra Shank Duo
ballads, syncopated swing, sensuous samba, 

and the evocatively experimental. Born of an 

impromptu Manhattan studio session, “New 

York Conversations” conveys the excitement 

and intimacy of music created in the moment. 

WHEN...
From Portland, New York

SATURDAY • MAY 5
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Stowell - guitar
Kendra Shank – vocals, electronic loops and effects

kendrashank.com
johnstowell.com
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Subtone stands in the forefront of today’s 

young innovative jazz ensembles. Founded in 

2005 in Berlin, its members now live on both 

sides of the Atlantic, in St. John’s, NL, Berlin 

and Cologne. Through innumerable concerts 

at home and abroad, as well as appearances 

at festivals, Subtone quickly established 

themselves as one of the most sought-after 

jazz ensembles in Europe. 

The individual members are all accomplished 

performers. Collectively, they have won 

prestigious awards like the U.S. National 

Trumpet Competition (Magnus Schriefl), the 

Bass Competition of the International Bass 

Convention (Matthias Pichler) and the Stingray 

Rising Star Award (Florian Hoefner) and have 

collaborated with artists and groups like the 

Kurt Rosenwinkel Trio, Seamus Blake, Joe 

Lovano, Dave Liebman and Randy Brecker. 

As a group, Subtone is also the winner of the 

Jury and Audience Award of the International 

Jazz Competition “Tremplin Jazz d’Avignon” in 

France.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Subtone
With their own imaginative compositions, the 

five artists offer an inexhaustible selection, 

from the voluminous big-band sound to a 

bare-essential chamber music approach. 

What makes Subtone stand out from 

other ensembles is the impressive artistic 

connection among the five musicians. The 

listener perceives this intense communication 

and fundamental understanding among all 

members of the band in the very first notes.

 

WHEN...
From St. John’s, Berlin, Cologne

FRIDAY • MAY 11
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Magnus Schriefl - trumpet, flugelhorn
Malte Dürrschnabel - woodwinds
Florian Hoefner - piano
Matthias Pichler - bass
Peter Gall - drums

florian-hoefner.com



CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Piotr Lemanczyk Trio featuring  
Walter Smith III & Tyler Hornby
Come hear this amazing trio perform originals 

and standards with bassist Piotr Lemanczyk 

(Poland) saxophonist Walter Smith III (USA) and 

Calgary’s Tyler Hornby on drums. This will be a 

very special concert experience highlighting 

the virtuoso and fluid bass improvisations 

of Piotr with the powerful and energetic 

drumming of Tyler flowing through with the 

innovative sound of famed Houston, Texas, 

saxophonist Walter Smith III.

WHEN...
From Poland, Houston, Calgary

SATURDAY • MAY 12
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Piotr Lemanczyk - bass
Walter Smith III - saxophone
Tyler Hornby - drums

piotrlemanczyk.com
waltersmith3.com 
tylerhornby.com
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Dynamic harp player Aki Kumar, a well 

respected name among Bay Area blues artists, is 

a master of the amplified Chicago blues sound. 

Kumar has a unique voice in the blues, blending 

elements of the great blues harmonica pioneers 

with a signature sound of his own. 

Kumar grew up in Mumbai, India. The pursuit 

of a college degree in the United States landed 

him at San Jose State in California in 1999. 

But by night, Aki had begun exploring and 

hanging out at blues clubs in the San Francisco 

Bay Area, and was especially drawn to the 

wailing tonal sound of blues harmonica. He 

led a double life for years, performing his own 

brand of Chicago blues at night and working 

as a software engineer by day. In the end he 

decided to follow his heart, becoming a full 

time musician, and is now one of the top rising 

stars of the West Coast blues scene. 

After more than a decade of playing with 

top-notch blues musicians and recording 

a rock-solid first album “Don’t Hold Back” 

(2014), Kumar took his love for the blues 

to unexpected places. His second album, 

“Aki Goes to Bollywood,” (2016), is a stylistic 

mashup of songs from Indian blockbuster films 

of his childhood with Chicago-style blues. “It’s 

Mumbai meets Muddy Waters,” says Kumar, 

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Aki Kumar & the Junior 
Lockwoods

who reworked Hindi-language hits from big 

names in Indian pop and made them his own. 

“These songs are national treasures in India, 

sung by legends,” says Kumar. “But I think we 

pulled it off, and for me, it was the coming 

together of the music I discovered in the U.S. 

and my musical roots growing up.”

Aki Kumar will be backed up by guitarist Rome 

Yamilov and local hometown blues veterans 

The Junior Lockwoods. 

Born in Russia, raised in the Bay Area and 

equally at ease with lowdown blues as he 

is with heavy metal, psychedelic rock and 

ambient electronica, the talented and versatile 

Yamilov is one of the youngest and most 

exciting entrants in today’s thriving, cross-

cultural West Coast blues scene.

WHEN...
From San Francisco Bay Area, Edmonton

FRI & SAT • MAY 18 & 19
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Aki Kumar - harmonica and vocals
Rome Yamilov - guitar
Rodger Stanley - guitar
Chris Grapel - bass
Grant Stovel - drums

akikumar.com



MARCH 29
SAHIL CHUGH QUARTET
The Sahil Chugh Quartet presents an evening of 
original music, blending simple melodies with 
contemporary harmony and intricate rhythms. With 
a strong focus on collective improvisation, each song 
tells a story in its’ own unique way.

Sahil Chugh - piano
Leah Harman - tenor saxophone
Andreas Wegner - bass
Jon Guenter - drums

APRIL 5
MIKE MORRISSEAU QUARTET
Showcasing new music to be released next year, join 
the Mike Morrisseau Quartet for a night of jazz that 
leans towards rock and the heavier side.

Mike Morrisseau - guitar
Stefan Kijek - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Bill George - drums

MAY 10
REMI NOEL QUINTET
The Remi Noel Quintet draws on the influence of such 
artists as Brad Mehldau, Marshall Gilkes and Benny 
Golson, to create a combination of complete groove, 
hard driving swing and thoughtful composition.

Remi Noel - trombone
Jeremiah McDade - tenor saxophone
Brett Hansen - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

MAY 31
PAUL JOHNSTON TRIO
Drawing on years of experience playing in the Geoff 
Lapp trio in Montreal, Paul will be putting original 
music together for this trio for a future recording in 
2018/19.  

Paul Johnston - bass
Chris Andrew - piano
Dave Laing - drums

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE
featuring Edmonton’s Best

The YEG Thursday Showcase provides our audiences the opportunity to hear the best jazz artists Edmonton has to 
offer in a 90-minute concert set. For decades Edmonton musicians have been counted amongst the finest anywhere, 
so we created a special night just for them. The music presented on Thursdays will be varied, offering something for 
every jazz listener and always with a distinct local flavour. Join us at 8pm on selected Thursday evenings to hear the 
best in Edmonton jazz.
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March - May 2018

TICKETS - MEMBERS $11
 GUESTS $15

DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM



The Obsessions Octet was founded in 2005 by 

saxophonist Kent Sangster and his wife Joanna 

Ciapka-Sangster, a classically trained violinist, 

out of their long- held desire to make music 

together. This group is the most innovative, 

ambitious, crazy and satisfying project that they 

have undertaken to date.

The distinct sound of this group is an elegant 

blend of classical, Latin and jazz elements, 

performing works by Astor Piazzolla, Chucho 

Valdes, Cole Porter and a collection of Sangster’s 

original compositions. The Obsessions Octet has 

released three notable recordings, “Obsession” 

(2006), a mix of jazz standards and works by 

tango master Astor Piazzolla and originals by 

Kent Sangster; “Melodia” (2010), including works 

by Piazzolla, Afro- Cuban influenced music by 

Chucho Valdes, and more original Latin-oriented 

works by Kent Sangster, “Steppin’ Up” (2016).

“Obsession” earned a Western Canadian 

Music Award and a Juno nomination for “Best 

Contemporary Jazz Album of the Year”. “Melodia” 

was also nominated for a Western Canadian 

Music Award for “Best Jazz Recording” and 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Kent Sangster’s Obsessions Octet

established this cross-over ensemble as one of 

the finest of its kind in North America.”Steppin’ 

Up”  also received rave reviews and nominations 

for many different awards.

The Octet consists of two quartets: a classical 

string quartet and a jazz quartet (sax-piano-

bass-drums). The ensemble plays chamber-jazz 

over a mix of material that leaves space for 

improvisation. 
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WHEN...
From Edmonton

FRI & SAT • MAY 25 & 26
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Joanna Ciapka-Sangster - violin
Yue Deng - violin
Leanne Maitland - viola
Ronda Metzsies - cello
Chris Andrew - piano and keyboards
John Taylor - electric and acoustic bass
Jamie Cooper - drums
Kent Sangster - saxophones and EWI

obsessionsoctet.com



CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Kristian Braathen Trio
The Kristian Braathen Trio came together in 

2008. The trio has developed its sound with 

influences by the Ray Brown Trio, Bill Charlap 

Trio and Jacky Terrasson. 

Drummer Kristian Braathen is a student of 

Dave Robbins, Blaine Wikjord, Jeff Hamilton 

and Kenny Washington. He has toured with 

the Russell Jackson Band (B.B. King’s former 

bassist), saxophonist Donald Harrison and Matt 

“Guitar” Murphy of the Blues Brothers. As a 

jazz musician in Vancouver, Kristian regularly 

performs with musicians such as Miles Black, 

Jodi Proznick ,Tony Foster, Russ Botten, Sharon 

Minemoto, and David Sikula. 

In 2015, he released his debut album “Tempus 

Fugit” which featured pianist Miles Black and 

bassist Jodi Proznick. As a composer 

and arranger, Kristian continues 

to develop his voice and plans to 

release a follow up album in early 

2019.

Pianist Nick Peck and bassist Paul 

Rushka are two of Canada’s finest 

jazz musicians. Kristian is thrilled 

to have them as part of his 

trio. The Kristian Braathen Trio 

performs original compositions, 

as well as intricate 

arrangements of jazz standards 

and contemporary music.
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WHEN...
From Vancouver

FRIDAY • JUNE 1
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Kristian Braathen - drums
Nick Peck - piano
Paul Rushka - bass



CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Kristian Braathen Trio
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CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Sam Kirmayer Quartet
Sam Kirmayer is a jazz guitarist, composer 

and native Montrealer. Drawing inspiration 

from masters like Wes Montgomery and 

Grant Green, Sam eschews effects in favour 

of a clear, direct tone and maintains firm 

roots in the blues and hard bop traditions. He 

has performed with some of Canada’s finest 

musicians including André White, Joel Miller, 

Mike Rud and Kevin Dean. 

In April, 2017, Kirmayer released his first 

full length album “Opening Statement” on 

Chromatic Audio and was included in CBC 

Music’s list of “The 35 Best Canadian Jazz 

Musicians under 35”. He is very active in the 

Montreal jazz scene, with several weekly 

residencies and frequent appearances as both 

a leader and sideman at the city’s major jazz 

clubs. Sam’s sophomore album “High and Low”  

is set for a 2018 release on Cellar Live, this time 

in an organ trio featuring New York-based 

organist Ben Paterson and Dave Laing on 

drums.

WHEN...
From Montreal, New York, Nanaimo

SATURDAY • JUNE 2
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Sam Kirmayer - guitar
Sean Fyfe - piano
John Lee - bass
Valerie Lacombe - drums

samkirmayer.co



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

ALL SHOWS BEGIN AT 8PM (DOORS OPEN AT 7PM)  *WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE APRIL 15th SHOW

MARCH
March 23
Jessica Ackerley Trio
Members $20/Guests $24

March 24
Paul McCandless with the 
Charged Particles Trio
Members$26/Guests $30

March 30
Dan Davis Quintet
Members $20/Guests $24

March 31
Dave Burrell and Steve Swell
Members $24/Guests $28

April
April 6
Stefan Kijek Trio
Members $16/Guests $20

April 7
Alex Goodman Quartet
Members $22/Guests $26

April 13
Benny Lackner
Members $20/Guests $24

April 14
Andrew Glover Quintet
Members $22/Guests $26

April 15*
YARDBIRD SUITE JAZZ 
ORCHESTRA One For Tommy: 
The Music of Tommy Banks
Members $24/Guests $28
Doors: 1:00PM/Show: 2PM

April 20
Solon McDade Quintet
Members $22/Guests $26

April 21
Manuel Valera Trio
Members $24/Guests $28

April 27
Andrea Petrity
Members $20/Guests $24

April 28
Willie Jones III Quintet
Members $26/Guests $30

May
May 3
Amina Figarova Sextet
Members $26/Guests $30

May 4
Mercury - Lori Freedman  
and Nicolas Caloia
Members $20/Guests $24

May 5
John Stowell and  
Kendra Shank Duo
Members $20/Guests $24

May 11
Subtone
Members $24/Guests $28

May 12
Piotr Lemanczyk Trio Featuring 
Walter Smith III & Tyler Hornby
Members $22/Guests $26

May 18 & 19
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES:
Aki Kumar & The Junior 
Lockwoods
Members $26/Guests $30

May 25 & 26
Kent Sangster’s  
Obsessions Octet
Members $22/Guests $26

JUNE
June 1
Kristian Braathen Trio
Members $22/Guests $26

June 2
Sam Kirmayer Quartet
Members $22/Guests $26

At a Glance...

Visit yardbirdsuite.com

Buy a Yardbird Suite pass for 
any five shows for $100.  

Buy a pass for any 15 Tuesday 
Night Sessions for $50

Ask for details!

NEW!


