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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Benito González Trio

WHEN...
From New York

FRIDAY • JANUARY 19
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Benito González - piano
Essiet Okon Essiet - bass
Francisco Mela - drums

benitogonzalez.com

Anyone who attended one of Azar Lawrence’s 

three visits to the Yardbird Suite can attest 

to the energy and excitement in the 

performances of his pianist, Benito Gonzalez.

Born into a family of Venezuelan folk musicians, 

González has always had a deep-rooted 

appreciation for pastimes and traditions. 

Today, as a rising star of one of America’s finest 

musical traditions, Gonzalez has come to his 

current status by following in the footsteps of 

jazz’s ancestral forebears. The fusion of world 

rhythms and straight-ahead jazz makes this 

passionate performer an audience favorite all 

over the world.

He has been recognized as an exciting pianist 

and composer for his well-received albums 

“Starting Point” and “Circles” in addition to 

taking home first prize at the Great American 

Jazz Piano Competition and being part of 

Kenny Garrett’s Grammy-nominated album 

“Seeds from the Underground”.

Gonzalez toured for almost seven years Kenny 

Garrett and has shared the stage with such 

luminaries as Curtis Fuller, Pharaoh Sanders, 

Bobby Hutcherson, Christian McBride, Ignacio 

Berroa, Roy Hargrove, Rene McLean, Steve 

Turre, Delfeayo Marsalis, Hamiet Bluiett, 

Antonio Sanchez, T.K. Blue, Nicholas Payton, 

Jackie MaLean and the aforementioned Azar 

Lawrence.
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Keith O’Rourke developed a love for music 

fostered by many gifted teachers over the 

years. It wasn’t until his undergraduate 

program that he was drawn towards the 

improvisational nature of jazz and the freedom 

of expression it allowed. Halfway through 

a classical saxophone Bachelor in Music 

Performance degree, Keith decided to finish his 

studies as a classical musician before setting 

sights on becoming the exceptional jazz 

saxophonist he is today. In the years since, he’s 

attended the coveted Banff International Jazz 

Workshop and has also studied privately with 

greats such as Pat LaBarbera, Kirk 

MacDonald and more.

His debut studio recording “Sketches 

From the Road” is comprised of all 

original compositions. Some are 

firmly rooted in the jazz tradition, 

while others are inspired by contemporary, 

odd-meter and ECM. Each song shares a 

commonality: a melody and accompanying 

harmony that paints an aural picture to 

evoke different emotions and reactions 

from the listener. They were all influenced 

by Keith’s many travels, performing and 

exploring across the world – from places 

such as China, Egypt, New Orleans, the 

Caribbean, the Rocky Mountains, Dublin 

and London.

Together “Sketches From the Road” is an 

instrumental and semi-autobiographical look 

into Keith’s experiences and influences within 

music, and his naturally curious outlook on life 

as a whole.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Keith O’Rourke Quintet  
CD Release

WHEN...
From Calgary

SATURDAY • JANUARY 20
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Keith O’Rourke - saxophone
Andre Wickenheiser - trumpet
Jon Day - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Tyler Hornby - drums

keithorourke.ca
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From Calgary

SATURDAY • JANUARY 20
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Keith O’Rourke - saxophone
Andre Wickenheiser - trumpet
Jon Day - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Tyler Hornby - drums

keithorourke.ca

Following on the rich timbres of “Flower 

Starter” (2015), his intimate vibes/guitar duo 

set wiih Tom Beckham, Brad Shepik makes a 

return to the organ trio lineup he explored on 

his 2006 Songlines release “Places You Go”. “Top 

Down” finds Shepik in the familiar company 

of two longtime collaborators- organist Gary 

Versace (John Abercrombie, Ralph Alessi) and 

drummer Mark Ferber (Mark Copeland, Gary 

Peacock). 

The comfort is apparent in the easy rapport 

as they wind and groove their way through 

full tilt improvisation (Friday), funk (Sweet 

Suzy), blues (Top of the Middle), swing (Hall), 

South American (Vampa) and Balkan rhythms 

(Aeolia). All of Shepik’s influences and passions 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Brad Shepik Organ Trio

WHEN...
From New York

FRIDAY • JANUARY 26
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Brad Shepik - guitar
Gary Versace - Hammond organ
Mark Ferber - drums

bradshepik.com

are on display and supported beautifully by 

Versace and Ferber, taking the organ trio to 

new territory. Shepik cites John Abercrombie’s 

“Night”, featuring Jan Hammer, as a favorite 

organ album for its invention in composition 

and sonic pallet.
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JANUARY 23
CRAIG BRENAN TRIO

JANUARY 30
JAZZ NIPP TRIO

FEBRUARY 6
DON BERNER QUARTET

FEBRUARY 13
JAMIE COOPER QUINTET

FEBRUARY 20
MALLORY CHIPMAN

FEBRUARY 27
MIKE MORRISEAU

MARCH 6
TILO PAIZ LATIN JAZZ QUINTET

MARCH 13
STEPHANIE URQUHART QUARTETT

TUESDAY
NIGHT

SESSIONS

January - March 2018

TICKETS - MEMBERS & GUESTS
(including Silver & Gold Memberships): $5

DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

On Tuesday nights -  Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together. The evening 
begins with a one hour set from the featured band -  followed by a jam session. Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly 
event for local jazz musicians to play together and network -  and provide an opportunity to mentor the younger 
musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow their own careers. Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific 
opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment. Buy Tuesday Session season pass for $50, 
valid for 15 Tuesday Sessions. No expiry. Not valid for any other night.
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This concert will mark the Edmonton premiere 

of Juno award-winning vocalist Sienna 

Dahlen’s newest work “Ice Age Paradise”, a 

luscious collection of original chamber folk and 

jazz-influenced music composed by Dahlen 

with arrangements by Andrew Downing for a 

10-piece ensemble. For this show, the Ice Age 

Paradise project brings together a stellar group 

of Edmonton-based musicians with broad 

and eclectic palettes and backgrounds. A rare 

performance that is not to be missed!

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Sienna Dahlen’s Ice Age Paradise

WHEN...
From Montreal

SATURDAY  • JANUARY 27
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Sienna Dahlen - Voice, Piano, Acoustic Guitar
Jim Head - Electric Guitar
Jamie Cooper - Drums
Rubim De Toledo - Bass
Alyssa Miller - Oboe/English Horn
Shamilla Ramnawaj - French Horn
Neda Yamach - Violin
Amy Nicholson - Cello
Joel Gray - Trumpet
Background Voice - Mallory Chipman

siennadahlen.com

siennadahlen1.bandcamp.com/ 
album/ice-age-paradise

ridethetempo.com/2016/08/29/premiere-watch-
sienna-dahlen-drifting-daydream
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Winner of the 2015 Félix for jazz album of the 

year for their 3rd album “Quantum” and the 

2013-14 Opus prize for jazz album of the year 

for their preceding release “Transit”, the Emie R 

Roussel Trio has experienced a dizzying ascent 

since 2010, and is now an unstoppable force 

on the Canadian jazz scene. 

With Emie R Roussel on piano, Nicolas Bédard 

on bass, and Dominic Cloutier on drums, the 

trio delivers creative and captivating jazz with 

passion and undeniable chemistry. Having had 

the privilege to present their music in eleven 

countries across four continents in less than 

two years, the trio is back – inspired, and with 

a whole new level of complicity and mutual 

understanding – with their new project, 

“Intersections”. 

The hard-won musical cohesion of the group’s 

three members puts a spotlight on groove and 

melody via a sound at times more acoustic, at 

others more electric. These precious shared 

moments, and each member’s creativity, meet 

at the crossroads of their respective paths, the 

intersections of their musical odysseys…

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Emie R. Roussel Trio

WHEN...
From Montreal

FRIDAY • FEBRUARY 2
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Emie R. Roussel - piano
Nicolas Bedard - bass
Dominic Cloutier - drums

emierroussel.com/en/home
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EXP is a high-energy, video game music 

band combining hard bop jazz, funk, and 

groove-based music with classic video game 

soundtracks. Based in Edmonton, this dynamic 

group of musicians performs arrangements 

and covers of popular video game music, from 

the old classics of Super Mario and Donkey 

Kong to more modern video games like 

Undertale. 

When Experience Points performs, audience 

members can expect a high-energy show that 

will keep you dancing all night long.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Experience Points

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • FEBRUARY 3
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Matt Michielin - trumpet
Stephanie Urquhart - piano
Ryan Pliska - drums
Remi Noel - trombone
Aretha Tillotson - bass
Brian Raine - guitar



Heralded for his “considerable chops” (Jazz Times 

Magazine) and “a creative spark that never lets 

up,” (Rochester City Paper) saxophonist, composer 

and educator, Edmonton native Jeff Antoniuk 

defines his musical life by creating and expanding 

community, whether improvising a solo, 

connecting with an audience, or in his numerous 

workshops and master classes. His Digging 

Deeper Jazz videos on You Tube and Facebook are 

approaching a half million views. 

Jeff is internationally respected as both a master 

performer and as an engaging and inspirational 

educator. He has received numerous awards 

and commissions, and has produced more than 

ten critically acclaimed albums over the past 

several decades. Now based in Maryland, he has 

performed with the likes of Jimmy Haslip, Marcus 

Miller, Ingrid Jensen and Helen Sung.

Guitarist Jim Head has worked with many 

acclaimed jazz artists. Jim has also appeared on 

over thirty recordings including two as a leader 

“Mind’s Eye” and his 2015 Juno award-nominated 

release “Zoetrope”.

In addition to his busy career as a performer, Jim 

is an assistant professor at MacEwan University 

where he has been the guitar department head in 

the Jazz and Contemporary Music program since 

2007.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Jeff Antoniuk/Jim Head Quartet

WHEN...
From Edmonton, Maryland

FRIDAY • FEBRUARY 9
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jim Head - guitar
Jeff Antoniuk - saxophone
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

jimhead.net
jeffantoniuk.com

www. yardbirdsuite.com     11
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Bartosz Hadala was born in Poland and at the 

age of fifteen, he became the youngest finalist 

in the Mieczyslaw Kosz International Jazz Piano 

Competition. He studied at the Berklee College 

of Music in Boston, the Odessa Conservatory in 

Ukraine, and at Western Michigan University.

 In 2003 he presented his quintet at the IAJE 

Conference in Toronto, Canada. In May of the 

same year, he moved to New York City to pursue 

his career in music. He lived in New York from 

2003 until he moved to Toronto in 2010.

Hadala has worked and recorded with many 

well-known artists including Randy Brecker, Billy 

Hart, Lenny White, Antonio Sanchez, Johannes 

Weindenmueller, Dave Anderson, Ada Rovatti, and 

Jon Irabagon.

His first jazz album “The Runner Up” featured 

trumpeter Randy Brecker and drummer Antonio 

Sanchez. The album has been well received by the 

critics, who praised Bartosz for his musicianship 

and his compositions.

During the past seven years, Bartosz has visited 

Poland on many different occasions, performing 

in a duo setting with singer, songwriter Rupert 

Wates, leading his own projects and working 

as a sideman with many legendary Polish jazz 

musicians such as Jacek Pelc, Jarek Smietana, Piotr 

Olszewski, Henryk Miskiewicz, Maciej Sikala as well 

as recent Grammy winners bassist Pawel Palta and 

drummer Cezary Konrad.

The latest addition to Bartosz’s own discography 

is a Christmas album entitled “Triumphs of the 

Heavenly King”. The album features many talented 

artists from Poland and Canada.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Bartosz Hadala Trio

12   WINTER 2018

WHEN...
From Toronto

SATURDAY • FEBRUARY 10
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Bartosz Hadala - piano
Mark Godfrey - bass
Eric West - drums

bartoszhadala.com
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THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra: 
Music of Kenny Wheeler and Jacob Mann
The Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra will be 

presenting two diverse sets of music under 

the direction of Edmonton trombonist Marty 

Majorowicz.: one by a prolific and celebrated 

composer, and one devoted to showcasing the 

compositions of a new talent on the big band 

scene.

Kenny Wheeler was a prolific Canadian composer 

and trumpet player. As a leader he has countless 

albums, most of them can be found on the well 

known modern jazz label ECM. He performed 

on the Yardbird Suite stage seven times since 

1980, most notably as a member of the early 

versions the Dave Holland Quintet. He died in 

January, 2014, however he is survived by an 

amazing catalogue of compositions. The sheet 

music is notoriously difficult to come by, so 

we are pleased to announce that the Yardbird 

Suite Jazz Orchestra will be presenting a rare 

live performance of his big band compositions, 

including music from his album “Music for Large 

and Small Ensembles.” 

The Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra will also be 

presenting the music of Los Angeles pianist and 

arranger Jacob Mann. Jacob first came to be 

known by posting humorous videos on YouTube 

including his “One Minute Jazz Lesson” series, 

followed by his “One Minute Jazz Orchestra” 

series. In 2016 he released a debut EP of big band 

compositions entitled “Greatest Hits Volume 

1.” His videos have gone viral amongst jazz 

musicians and his rhythmic compositions have 

recently become popular amongst big bands all 

over the world. 

Marty Majorowicz is a trombonist, composer, 

bandleader, and educator. A native of Edmonton, 

he has been in demand as a sideman and 

bandleader since 2006. Notably he was a member 

of the WCMA nominated Writers’ Guild, and he 

also fronts “The Syndicate,” a group that performs 

his own compositions. In 2013, Marty relocated to 

New York City, where he completed his Masters 

degree and studied with Luis Bonilla, David 

Berkman, Antonio Hart, and Michael Mossman. 

He has since moved back to Edmonton and 

continues to perform and teach both for the 

Edmonton Catholic School District and MacEwan 

University.

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SUNDAY • FEBRUARY 11
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 1:00 PM - SHOW 2 PM

Marty Majorowicz - Director
Raymond Baril, Dan Davis, Murray James  
Morrison, John Sweenie - saxophones 
Craig Brenan, Sean Bumstead, Dan Keels,  
Marty Majorowicz - trombones
Doug Berner, Alan Gilliland, Jared Greeve,  
Matt Michielin, Sergio Rodriguez - trumpets
 Paul Richey - piano
Mo Lefever - guitar
Rubim De Toledo - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums
Chandelle Rimmer - vocals
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Award-winning Canadian bluesman Steve 

Strongman is a versatile talent, and a restless 

one. By constantly pushing himself in new 

directions, he has kept himself vital. His talent is 

huge and impossible to miss, and it’s matched 

by his staggering musical ambition - as guitar-

slinger, songwriter or vocalist. He never sounds an 

inauthentic note or loses touch with the essence 

of the blues.

Beyond Strongman’s talent as a songwriter, 

guitarist and front man is his ability to engage 

his audience and deliver an outstanding 

performance at every live show. With his 

inimitable guitar playing and soulful vocals, 

Strongman delivers incredible performances with 

power and passion. His music speaks for truth and 

passion, and offers hope for the soul in the face of 

hard times in a way that leaves audiences hungry 

for more.

Strongman’s impressive resume includes stints 

opening for guitar legends such as Johnny Winter, 

B.B. King and Buddy Guy. His breakthrough 2012 

release “A Natural Fact” was hailed as a standout, 

earning Maple Blues Awards for Recording, 

Songwriter, and Guitarist Of The Year as well as 

a 2013 Juno Award for Blues Recording Of The 

Year. In 2014 he was thrice-nominated at the 

Maple Blues Awards (Guitar Player, Electric Act, 

and Entertainer of the Year) and in 2015 received 

a second Juno nomination for Blues Album of the 

Year for “Let Me Prove It to You”.

Strongman’s new release “No Time like Now” is 

a slab of reinvigorated 21st century blues. An 

intoxicating shot of raw electrified blues, the 

album is a shout-out to a lifelong love of blues 

in all its shapes and shadings, from rough-hewn 

electric blues, blue-collar hollers and swampy 

stompers to soulful groovers and hushed, 

heartfelt ballads.

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Steve Strongman

WHEN...
From Hamilton

FRI & SAT • FEBRUARY 16 & 17
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM

Steve Strongman - guitar and vocals
Chris Brzezicki - bass
Emmet VanEtten - drums

stevestrongman.com

“Steve Strongman’s new CD ‘Blues In Colour’ is one of 
the strongest Canadian releases in a long time. The 
spirit of Mel Brown lives on with the soulful, precise and 
always tasteful guitar playing of Steve Strongman. He’s 
also a natural singer and gifted harp player who writes 
great original material.”

Holger Petersen,  
Host - Saturday Night Blues, CBC Radio 

“Following his performance at last year’s Festival in 
the Guitar Explosion concert, Steve Strongman found 
himself with a whole new crew of admirers. It’s no 
surprise to find him back on the bill this year: he brings 
impeccable blues-rock guitar melodies, emotion-
charged vocal harmonies, stylized and authentic 
compositions, and a warm and vivid stage presence.” 

Frederic Poulin,
Montreal Jazz Festival

“Steve is widely revered amongst musicians as a guy 
who can truly do it all: an electrifying performer 
whose stage presence is second to none, a fantastic 
vocalist, and a guitarist of awesome technique and 
artistry. With his fabulous CD Honey, you can add great 
songwriting to this list of reasons why Steve Strongman 
is so greatly admired.” 

Dave Murphy, 
Jeff Healey Band
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With a career that has spanned five decades, it 

has been more than forty years since Tolliver 

last performed in Edmonton.

He began his professional and recording 

careers simultaneously with saxophone 

giant Jackie McLean on Blue Note Records in 

1964. Since then he has become one of the 

all-time preeminent trumpeters in jazz as well 

as one of its most gifted composer/arranger 

bandleaders. He also founded the ground-

breaking record label Strata-East in 1971. 

Tolliver is a Grammy nominated recipient for 

his Blue Note Records recording “With Love”.

 

Tolliver has recorded and performed with such 

renowned artists as Max Roach, Roy Haynes, 

Hank Mobley, Willie Bobo, Horace Silver, McCoy 

Tyner, Sonny Rollins, Booker Ervin, Gary Bartz, 

Gerald Wilson Orchestra, Oliver Nelson, Stanley 

Cowell, Herbie Hancock, Andrew Hill, Louis 

Hayes, Roy Ayers, and Art Blakey & the Jazz 

Messengers. In addition to his lengthy career 

as a jazz educator and his small group, Music 

Inc., Tolliver has also made several big band 

recordings including the aforementioned 

Grammy nominated “With Love”.

 

Charles has perfected an extremely individual 

and distinctive sound which clearly sets 

him apart from other trumpet players. 

Characterized by a strong sense of tradition, 

he said in a recent Downbeat magazine 

interview about his approach to improvising 

that, “I like to rumble. I take the most difficult 

routes for improvisation. It’s easy to play a 

number of choruses effortlessly and never 

make a mistake, never break down. That’s no 

fun. You need to get in hot water by trying 

something out right from the jump, get 

yourself out of that, and move on to the next 

chorus.”

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Charles Tolliver Music Inc

16   WINTER 2018

WHEN...
From New York

FRIDAY • FEBRUARY 23
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Charles Tolliver - trumpet
John Thomas - guitar
Devin Starks - bass
Darrell Green - drums

charlestolliver.com
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Since the age of sixteen, Sharon Minemoto 

has been performing for audiences around 

the world. She is the leader of a trio, a quartet 

and a quintet. Her trio and quintet have 

each released one CD as well as recording 

several shows for CBC Radio. Her quartet’s first 

recording “Safe Travels” was released in 2016. 

In addition to her own ensembles, she has 

performed in Vancouver-based groups led 

by Jill Townsend, Cory Weeds, John Korsrud, 

James Danderfer, Laura Crema, Alan Matheson, 

Mike Allen, the Vancouver Symphony 

Orchestra and the Phoenix Chamber Choir. 

Sharon has been on faculty at Vancouver 

Community College in the school of music 

since 2000. 

She is the recipient of two Canada Council 

for the Arts grants and one BC Arts Council 

Grant. Her last grant took her to New York City 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Sharon Minemoto Quartet

WHEN...
From Vancouver

SATURDAY • FEBRUARY 24
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM

Sharon Minemoto - piano
Jon Bentley - saxophone
Adam Thomas - bass
Bernie Arai - drums

sharonminemoto.com
soundcloud.com/sharonminemoto/safe-travels

for 4 months to study with Renee Rosnes and 

Kenny Werner. In 2015, Sharon teamed up 

with vocalist Melissa van der Schyff for two 

very successful concerts, one at the legendary 

jazz club Birdland in NYC and the other at the 

Abbey Theatre in Orlando, Florida.
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Peripheral Vision is one of the most exciting 

and innovative jazz quartets to have recently 

appeared on the international jazz scene. 

Based in Toronto, the creative leaders of the 

group are long time musical collaborators, 

guitarist Don Scott and bassist Michael Herring. 

They have assembled a synergistic musical unit 

designed to push the boundaries of jazz while 

engaging the listener with a grooving, toe-

tapping immediacy. Their distinctive musical 

voice bridges tradition and innovation, with 

deeply felt influences ranging from jazz, rock, 

classical, and improvisation, with a focus on 

dynamic group interaction.

Peripheral Vision is excited to be touring in 

support of their fourth CD release, following 

three critically acclaimed albums, including 

2016 Juno nominated “Sheer Tyranny of Will”. 

They also were awarded the 2012 Montreal 

Jazz Festival’s Galaxie Rising Star Award. Scott 

and Herring are joined by saxophonist Trevor 

Hogg and drummer Nick Fraser. 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Peripheral Vision

WHEN...
From Toronto

FRIDAY • MARCH 2
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Trevor Hogg - tenor saxophone
Don Scott - guitar
Michael Herring - bass
Nick Fraser - drums

peripheralvisionmusic.com

While the compositions are Herring and 

Scott’s, Peripheral Vision is defined by its group 

rapport. Bringing back the anything-is-possible 

democratic approach of 1960s jazz and garage 

bands, the music takes shape as a collective 

process. This no-holds-barred philosophy is 

at the root of Peripheral Vision’s explosive 

performances.
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Following his two critically acclaimed releases 

for Tzadik Records, Israeli-born, New York-

based saxophonist/composer Uri Gurvich, 

who’s been described as “a major new voice in 

jazz” (All Music Guide), celebrates the release of 

his third album “KINSHIP” on the French label 

Jazz Family.

The new project presents original work 

influenced by Gurvich’s multicultural heritage 

as the son of Argentinian immigrants to Israel, 

and by his global band featuring musicians 

from around the world. A celebration of 

many traditions, this project deals with tribal 

and familial connections between different 

cultures and individuals and represents 

“KINSHIP” in various forms.

Making his third appearance at the Yardbird 

Suite, Gurvich and his quartet havde 

performed across the U.S., Europe and South 

America including performances at the Village 

Vanguard, NYC Town Hall, Tel Aviv Jazz Festival, 

DC Jazz Festival, Philadelphia Museum of Art, 

Atlanta Jazz Festival, Red Sea Jazz Festival, 

Ecuador Jazz Festival and more.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Uri Gurvich Quartet

WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • MARCH 3
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Uri Gurvich - alto sax
Nitzan Gavrieli - piano
Peter Slavov - bass
Ronen Itzik - drums
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Known for his stand out involvement in groups 

such as Steps Ahead, the Mingus Band and 

the Maria Schneider Orchestra, Grammy-

nominated jazz saxophonist Donny McCaslin 

made music headlines most recently when 

he and his group were chosen to back David 

Bowie’s final album “Blackstar”, released on 

Bowie’s 69th birthday and just two days before 

he died. 

Known for his superb musicianship and 

acrobatic phrasing, McCaslin’s work often blurs 

the line between jazz and electronica, delving 

into fusion, angular post-bop, polyphonic 

funk and ethereal balladry – the perfect jazz 

musician for a Bowie collaboration.

To quote Bowie himself in a conversation with 

McCaslin while recording Blackstar “I don’t 
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Donny McCaslin Group
know what’s going to come of this, but let’s 

have some fun.”

Roger Levesque described his 2017 

appearance at the TD Edmonton International 

Jazz Festival as “fired-up”. “Reedman McCaslin 

was simply sensational, entertaining young 

and mature fans alike with the same band that 

backed his ex-boss David Bowie in a long loud, 

raucous show that mixed original tunes in a 

fusion of jazz, rock and electronic elements 

including several Bowie covers”.

This will be McCaslin’s third appearance at the 

Yardbird Suite.

WHEN...
From New York

THURSDAY • MARCH 8
MEMBERS $32
GUESTS $36
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Donny McCaslin - saxophone
Jason Lindner - piano, keyboards
Jonathan Maron - bass
Nate Wood - drums

donnymccaslin.com
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Sandro Dominelli is one of Canada`s most 

creative, talented and tasteful drummers. 

Through his continuing success as a 

much sought-after composer, bandleader, 

and producer, he has proven to be an 

established luminary on the Canadian 

music scene. Catching the attention of local 

and international jazz icons alike, Sandro 

has collaborated with a long list of the 

veritable who’s who such as Joe Lovano, 

Sheila Jordan, Ernie Watts, Doug Riley, Oliver 

Jones, Hugh Fraser, P.J. Perry and Tommy 

Banks. With a Juno nomination, two Western 

Canadian Music Awards, and Canadian 

Independent Music Award under his belt, 

his achievements continue to make him 

one of Canada’s most established musicians.

His power trio featuring the East Indian 

inspired guitar playing of Rez Abbasi 

(previous winner of a Downbeat Rising Star 

Guitarist Poll) and the electric bass sounds 

of Chris Tarry (multiple Juno Award winner) 

reunites with a new record entitled ‘Passive 

Aggressive’. 

They will be performing selections from this 

new recording as well as selections from 

Sandro’s 2010 Western Canadian music 

award winning CD “The Alvo Sessions”’. 

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Sandro Dominelli Trio 
CD Release

WHEN...
From Edmonton, New York

FRIDAY • MARCH 9
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Sandro Dominelli - drums
Chris Tarry - electric bass
Rez Abbasi - guitar

facebook.com/Sandro-Dominelli
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Since taking the vital step to relocate from 

Montreal to New York City three years ago, 

saxophonist/composer Chet Doxas has hit 

the ground running. Whether it be with Carla 

Bley, Dave Douglas or musicians such as Kid 

Koala and Rufus Wainwright, Doxas is quickly 

becoming one of the most important and 

integral voices in instrumental music today. 

Drawing from his background in the visual arts, 

he has seamlessly fused his love of painting 

and music. The result is his new release “Rich 

in Symbols” which is inspired by the art 

movement of New York City’s Lower East Side 

between the years 1975 and 1985. “Rich in 

Symbols”, which received a four star review in 

Downbeat, captures an innovative musician 

on the rise, fueled by the sights and sounds of 

the city.

The music that Doxas has composed for this 

recording and live show was written by ear 

while standing in front of his favorite paintings 

in various museums throughout New York City. 

During the live performance, the paintings are 

projected behind the ensemble as the band 

performs the corresponding “soundtrack.” 

Some of the artists that are featured are Jean-

Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring, Fab 5 Freddy and 

Robert Mapplethorpe. Think of it as “Pictures at 

an Exhibition” gone 80s.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Chet Doxas Quintet

WHEN...
From New York, Montreal

SATURDAY • MARCH 10
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Chet Doxas - saxophones/electronics
Brad Shepik - guitar
Rob Ritchie - guitar
Zack Lober - bass
Jerad Lippi - drums

chetdoxas.com



JANUARY 25 
JEREMIAH MCDADE QUINTET
Saxophonist Jeremiah McDade, along with some 
of Edmonton’s finest musicians, presents new 
compositions as well as some rare two-horn classics.

Jeremiah McDade - tenor saxophone
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim DeToledo - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

FEBRUARY 1 
STEFAN KIJEK QUINTET
Edmonton pianist Stefan Kijek presents an evening 
of contemporary original music, highlighted by his 
memorable melodies and trademark virtuosity. 
Odd meters and furious tempos drive the music, 
while harmonies and collective improvisation lend 
themselves to a unique way of storytelling.

Stefan Kijek - piano
Peter Belec - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Daniel Stadnicki - percussion
Jamie Cooper - drums

MARCH 1 
MARC BEAUDIN’S JAZZ SAMBA TRIBUTE
Edmontonian Marc Beaudin presents the music 
from “Jazz Samba,” the classic 1962 Verve recording 
by Stan Getz and Charlie Byrd. “Jazz Samba” is the 
only jazz album to reach No. 1 on the Billboard Pop 
Charts, winning a Grammy Award for “Best Solo Jazz 
Performance” while selling half a million copies within 
18 months of its’ release.

Marc Beaudin - guitar
Jeremiah McDade - tenor saxophone
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Rubim DeToledo - bass
Andrew Deppisch - drums 

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE
featuring Edmonton’s Best

The YEG Thursday Showcase provides our audiences the opportunity to hear the best jazz artists Edmonton has to 
offer in a 90-minute concert set. For decades Edmonton musicians have been counted amongst the finest anywhere, 
so we created a special night just for them. The music presented on Thursdays will be varied, offering something for 
every jazz listener and always with a distinct local flavour. Join us at 8pm on selected Thursday evenings to hear the 
best in Edmonton jazz.
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January - March 2018

TICKETS - MEMBERS $11
 GUESTS $15

DOORS 7PM - SHOW 8PM



Dutch Grammy winners jazz singer Ineke 

Vandoorn and guitarist Marc van Vugt return 

to Canada in the spring of 2018 and will be 

making their Yardbird Suite debut. Inspired by 

the French Provence countryside, they wrote 

new songs about friends, friendships and their 

loved ones. Vandoorn and van Vugt have taken 

duo playing to a different level. Seamlessly and 

effortlessly they are switching roles and at times 

you are wondering who is doing what. Never 

losing their sense of lyricism and harmony, they 

are free as a bird playing their songs.

The duo explores the boundaries of both 

improvisation and lyrical songs, creating their 
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Ineke Vandoorn/Marc Van Vugt Duo

own world with their funky arrangements 

and modern music full of rich harmonies and 

haunting melodies. Vandoorn’s exceptional 

and warm vocals are supported by solos full of 

detours by guitarist Marc van Vugt. Although 

there are obviously echoes of different styles 

like jazz, the virtuoso Brazilian choro and the 

fairytale-like (pop) music of Scandinavia, their 

music is unmistakably Vandoorn/Van Vugt.

During this tour Ineke Vandoorn will also 

present the English version of her highly 

acclaimed book on singing ‘Singing From the 

Inside Out’. The book, labeled as the ‘Lonely 

Planet Guide’ for jazz and pop singers.

WHEN...
From The Netherlands

FRIDAY • MARCH 16
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ineke Vandoorn - piano and vocals
Marc van Vugt - guitar

www.inekevandoorn.com
www.marcvanvugt.com
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Nels Cline & Scott Amendola  
are Stretch Woven WHEN...
The Year was 1994. The Place: The Alligator Lounge in Santa 

Monica, California. A connection was made, one that has 

endured, expanded, and enveloped nearly two-and-a-half 

decades.  An intertwined musical bond that has bent, twisted, 

exploded, oozed, congealed, and coalesced. From the super-

popular and über-fragrant L. Stinkbug, the throbbing and 

atmospheric CRATER, to the totally mercurial and capacious 

Nels Cline Singers, and the metamorphic and multi-directional 

Scott Amendola Band, their musical adventures have never 

been stagnant nor easily categorizeable. Enter Stretch Woven 

- a natural step for Nels Cline and Scott Amendola.  All systems 

are go for this exciting duo. Grab a beverage, put on some 3D 

glasses, maybe some slippers or jack boots, and get ready for 

a voyage that marries the somewhat familiar to the farther far 

out. We’ll see you out there…

Guitar explorer Nels Cline is best known these days as the 

lead guitarist in the band Wilco. His recording and performing 
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career - spanning jazz, rock, punk and 

experimental - is well into its fourth decade, 

with over 200 recordings, including at least 30 

for which he is leader.  Cline has received many 

accolades including Rolling Stone anointing 

him as both one of 20 “new guitar gods” and 

one of the top 100 guitarists of all time.

Cline’s most recent release ”Lovers” on Blue 

Note Records is a collection of “mood music” 

over 20 years in the making. 

For Scott Amendola, the drum kit isn’t so 

much an instrument as a musical portal. 

An ambitious composer, savvy bandleader 

and capaciously creative foil for some of the 

world’s most inventive musicians, Amendola 

applies his rhythmic virtuosity to a vast array 

of settings. His closest musical associates 

include guitarists, Nels Cline, Jeff Parker and 

Charlie Hunter, Hammond organist Wil Blades, 

violinists Regina Carter and Jenny Scheinman 

and clarinetist Ben Goldberg, players who have 

each forged a singular path within and beyond 

the realm of jazz.

WHEN...
From New York, San Francisco

SATURDAY • MARCH 17
MEMBERS $30
GUESTS $34
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Nels Cline - guitar
Scott Amendola - drums

nelscline.com
scottamendola.com



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

ALL SHOWS BEGIN AT 8PM (DOORS OPEN AT 7PM)  *WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE FEBRUARY 11 SHOW

JANUARY
January 19
Benito González Trio
Members $24/Guests $28

January 20
Keith O’Rourke Quintet  
CD Release
Members$20/Guests $24

January 26
Brad Shepik Organ Trio
Members $24/Guests $28

January 27
Sienna Dahlen’s  
Ice Age Paradise
Members $22/Guests $26

FEBRUARY
February 2
Emie R. Roussel Trio
Members $22/Guests $26

February 3
Experience Points
Members $20/Guests $24

February 9
Jeff Antoniuk/Jim Head 
Quartet 
Members $22/Guests $26

February 10
Bartosz Hadala Trio
Members $20/Guests $24

February 11
Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra: 
Music of Kenny Wheeler and 
Jacob Mann
Members $24/Guests $28
Doors: 1:00PM/Show: 2PM

February 16 & 17
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES:
Steve Strongman
Members $20/Guests $24

February 23
Charles Tolliver Music Inc.
Members $26/Guests $30

February 24
Sharon Minemoto Quartet
Members $22/Guests $26

MARCH
March 2
Peripheral Vision
Members $22/Guests $26

March 3
Uri Gurvich Quartet
Members $24/Guests $28

March 8
Donny McCaslin Group
Members $32/Guests $36

March 9
Sandro Dominelli Trio
Members $22/Guests $26

March 10
Chet Doxas Quintet
Members $24/Guests $28

March 16
Ineke Vandoorn/ 
Marc Van Vugt Duo
Members $20/Guests $24

March 17
Nels Cline & Scott Amendola 
Are Stretch Woven
Members $30/Guests $34

At a Glance...

Visit yardbirdsuite.com

Buy a Yardbird Suite pass for 
any five shows for $100.  

Buy a pass for any 15 Tuesday 
Night Sessions for $50

Ask for details!

NEW!


