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TUESDAY
NIGHT

SESSIONS

April - may 2017

TICKETS - MEMBERS & GUESTS
(including Silver & Gold Memberships): $5

DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

On Tuesday nights -  Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together. The evening 
begins with a one hour set from the featured band -  followed by a jam session. Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly 
event for local jazz musicians to play together and network -  and provide an opportunity to mentor the younger 
musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow their own careers. Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific 
opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment. Buy Tuesday Session season pass for $100. 
Valid for all Tuesday Sessions for one year from the date of purchase.
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The latest project of the Le Boeuf Brothers 

“Imaginist” is a full-length album in 

collaboration with JACK Quartet, one of New 

York’s premier string quartets devoted to 

contemporary classical music. The hybridized 

nine-piece chamber ensemble also features a 

collection of long-time collaborators including 

Grammy-nominated tenor saxophonist 

Ben Wendel, bassists Ben Street and Martin 

Nevin, and drummers Justin Brown and Peter 

Kronreif. The term “imaginist” refers to the 

early 20th century Russian poetry movement 

characterized by sequences of arresting 

images and long chains of metaphors. 

“Imaginist” is structured to unfold like a book 

- complete with a prologue and epilogue. The 

album includes a piece based on Franz Kafka’s 

short story “A Dream” narrated by actor Paul 

Whitworth, an exquisite corpse series based on 

the imaginist-esque collaborative poetry game 

in which a collection of words or images are 

collectively assembled, and “Alkaline” a hard-

driving polyrhythmic mosaic.

In addition to their work as performer/

composers with their own group, Remy 

and Pascal take part in a number of diverse 

InteRnAtIonAL JAZZ SeRIeS

Le Boeuf Brothers
projects. Remy has performed as a sideman 

with Grammy award-winning saxophonist 

Donny McCaslin, Bob Mintzer, and opened 

for Dirty Projectors. He has also received 

commissions from the Jerome Foundation and 

Chamber Music America. 

Pascal frequently tours with his trio featuring 

bassist Linda Oh and Justin Brown. He has 

played as support for D’Angelo’s Black Messiah 

tour with Australian pop artist Meg Mac, jazz 

vocalist Allan Harris and the 15-piece gospel-

funk band Jesus on the Mainline. Pascal 

composed music for the 2008 Emmy Award-

winning movie King Lines.
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WHEN...
From New York

FRIDAY • APRIL 7
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Remy Le Boeuf - alto saxophone
Pascal Le Boeuf - piano
Martin Nevin - bass
Allan Mednard - drums

leboeufbrothers.com

“…an impressive level of  
sophistication…” 

- San Francisco Chronicle

“…talented musicians and award-winning 
composers who channel their influences, 
environments, and resources into works 
that reflect their own identities…” 

- All About Jazz
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A triple threat talent from Los Angeles, Katie 

Thiroux has garnered considerable attention 

for her bravura bass playing, assured singing 

and compelling compositions. Her debut 

album “Introducing Katie Thiroux” (2015), 

received international critical acclaim 

including “Debut Record of the Year” from the 

Huffington Post, All About Jazz, Jazz Journalists 

Association and “Top 5 Debut Records of the 

Year” from NPR Jazz Critics Poll. 

Lending contemporary flair to mainstream 

stylings, Thiroux carries on the hard  

swinging tradition of such bass masters  

as Ray Brown and John Clayton, while 

channeling the buoyant vocal finesse of  

iconic singers including Anita O’Day, Chet 

Baker and Ella Fitzgerald. Thiroux offers  

in-the-moment jazz that draws  

upon the rich history of  

the music, from swing to  

bebop and beyond. 

Thiroux’s upcoming  

sophomore release “Off Beat”  

features Ken Peplowski and  

Justin Kauflin and will be  

released on Capri Records  

in the fall of 2017. 

Katie will be joined for her  

Yardbird Suite debut by  

New York-based pianist  

Justn Kauflin and drummer  

Matt Witek.

InteRnAtIonAL JAZZ SeRIeS

katie thiroux trio WHEN...
From Los Angeles, New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 8
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Katie Thiroux - bass and voice
Justin Kauflin - piano
Matt Witek - drums

katiethiroux.com



www. yardbirdsuite.com     7

Gordon Grdina’s compositions for his New York 

Quartet were inspired by the complexity of 

Bartok, the freedom of Ornette, the intensity 

of Sound Garden and the delicacy of Webern. 

He was extremely excited to have been able 

to form this group featuring Russ Lossing 

on piano, Oscar Noriega on clarinet and 

saxophones, and Satoshi Takeishi on drums, 

all of whom have been instrumental in the 

development of this music.

Lossing brings the vast tradition of jazz 

improvisation to the pieces making sure that 

the music changes gears at any moment 

while maintaining the delicate beauty of 

the sound that he’s known for. Noriega is a 

melodic force on both the alto and clarinet 

delving into the inner logic of the complex 

compositions creating improvisations that 

are direct, memorable and always compelling. 

Takeishi brings the energy and life blood to the 

band while guiding, shaping and directing the 

improvisations to unexpected vistas.

Gordon Grdina is excited to present this group 

at the Yardbird Suite where the vast dynamic 

range of the group will be most effectively 

presented.

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

Gordon Grdina new York quartet

WHEN...
From Vancouver, New York

SUNDAY • APRIL 9
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Gordon Grdina - guitar
Oscar Noriega - clarinet and saxophones
Russ Lossing - piano
Satoshi Takeishi - drums

gordongrdinamusic.com/gordon-grdina-quartet/
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Over the course of an extraordinarily diverse 

career that has made him a first call musician in 

the realms of jazz, pop and the studio worlds, 

multi-woodwind specialist Bob Sheppard 

has always let his array of saxophones, flutes 

and clarinets do the talking. Superstar names 

highlight his resume, and jazz critics have 

been raving about him as both a sideman and 

leader for years, but such praise is simply a 

by-product of Sheppard’s years of steady work 

and dedication to his craft.

 

Sheppard has been a member of both the 

Billy Childs Ensemble and the Peter Erskine 

Trio for over a decade as well as eight years 

with Freddie Hubbard. Additionally over the 

years, he has toured with Steely Dan and Boz 

Scaggs, and brought his diverse talents to 

performances and recordings with James 

Taylor, Natalie Cole, Queen Latifah, Joni 

Mitchell, Rickie Lee Jones, Rod Stewart, Randy 

Newman and Stevie Wonder. Bob Sheppard 

has honed his intuitive personal style through 

collaborations with this remarkable range of 

artists as well as playing on over a hundred 

movie and television soundtracks.

Chris Andrew is a Galaxy Rising Star Award 

winning pianist. His trio, The Hutchinson 

Andrew Trio, won the prestigious “TD Grand 

Prix Award” at the Festival International de 

Jazz de Montreal in 2013. Thus far during his 

career, Chris has been nominated 5 times as a 

leader for the Western Canadian Music Awards 

for “Best Jazz Recording”, has recorded 5 CDs 

as a leader, over 54 CDs as a sideman, has 

toured across Canada 11 times, and played in 

numerous countries around the world. He has 

composed music for Decidedly Jazz Dance, 

Alberta Dance Theatre, a short film, radio 

themes, and music used within TV incidental 

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

Bob Sheppard with the Chris Andrew quintet

WHEN...
From Los Angeles, Edmonton

FRI & SAT • APRIL 14 & 15
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Bob Sheppard - saxophones
Chris Andrew - piano
Jim Head - guitar
Paul Johnston - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

bobsheppard.net
chrisandrewmusic.ca

scenes. He is currently working towards 

recording his own solo piano recording.

Chris Andrew has also had the great fortune of 

playing with the likes of Donny McCaslin, Joe 

La Barbera, Dick Oates, Terell Stafford, Wycliffe 

Gordon, Ralph Bowen and many others. 
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Bret Higgins’ Atlas Revolt is the brainchild 

of Toronto bassist Bret Higgins and created 

as a vehicle for his original instrumental 

compositions. Formed in 2013, the group 

explores genre-defying music that draws 

inspiration largely from film scores, jazz, rock, 

surf, and elements of eastern European, African 

and South American music. 

Having gaining the attention of New York 

saxophonist-composer John Zorn, the group’s 

first CD was released on his Tzadik Records 

in 2015 and has received glowing reviews 

including 4 ½ stars in Downbeat magazine, 

where reviewer Carlo Wolff said, “Led by 

bassist-composer Bret Higgins, this Toronto 

quintet has turned in a winningly melodic 

debut of carbonated chamber jazz. This sensual 

album, marbled with Latin, soul, gypsy, and 

Middle Eastern spicing, is one of the essential 

releases of the year.” 

CAnAdIAn JAZZ SeRIeS

Bret higgins’ Atlas Revolt

WHEN...
From Toronto

FRIDAY • APRIL 21
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Bret Higgins - bass
Tom Juhas - guitar
Aleksandar Gajic - violin
Robbie Grunwald - piano and electric piano
Max Senitt - drums

atlasrevolt.bandcamp.com
brethiggins.com



“His compositions develop in leisurely style from 

quiet simplicity to intricate complexity,” writes 

Jack Massarik in Jazzwise, “and the ensemble 

playing is civilized, sophisticated and clean.” The 

Boston Phoenix’s Jon Garelick adds, “Musillami 

sounds familiar – this is swinging jazz guitar, 

after all – but not quite like anyone else.”

Born and raised in California, Musillami studied 

with renowned guitarist Joe Diorio before 

moving permanently to the east coast in the 

early 1980’s, working primarily in organ trios led 

by Richard “Groove” Holmes and Bobby Buster 

as well as sharing the stage with Junior Cook, 

Dewey Redman, Curtis Fuller, Thomas Chapin 

and Mario Pavone.

Over his 30 year career, Musillami has led a 

variety of ensembles, releasing 19 CDs as a 

leader. Along with his longstanding flagship trio 

with bassist Joe Fonda and drummer George 

Schuller, he has earned critical notice as the 

leader of groups ranging from duo to octet 

InteRnAtIonAL JAZZ SeRIeS

michael musillami trio

WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 22
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Michael Musillami - guitar
Joe Fonda - bass
George Schuller - drums

michaelmusillami.com

featuring such prominent collaborators as Mark 

Feldman, Cameron Brown, Drew Gress, Michael 

Sarin and Matt Wilson.

In 1999, Musillami founded the Playscape 

Recordings label to give himself more control 

over his recording career, and to provide other 

musicians with a supportive environment for 

creative music. Built around a cadre of frequent 

collaborators, the label has garnered extensive 

critical praise and a catalog of more than 40 

diverse releases. 

The trio with Fonda and Schuller has released 

seven albums, the most recent is Zephyr (2015.) 

“Working on an almost telepathic level,” writes 

Troy Collins, “they have developed an innate 

familiarity with each other that enables them 

to second guess abrupt tempo changes and 

harmonic detours with split second timing.

This is the trio’s fourth visit to the Yardbird Suite.

www. yardbirdsuite.com     11
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‘Let the beauty we love be what we do’… Rumi

Jerrold Dubyk guides this spring afternoon jazz 

concert. The concert features music drawn from 

the origins of the jazz quartet and rearranged for 

jazz orchestra. The first set features the band on 

John Coltrane’s “A Love Supreme”, arranged by 

Wynton Marsalis. 

The second set features all original music from 

Jerrold. With music coming from his fourth album 

as a leader entitled “Something” and his third 

“Invitations”, the arrangements you hear come 

from his wish of having others disassemble 

his music and put it all back together for jazz 

orchestra - much like what Marsalis did to 

Coltrane’s recording of “A Love Supreme”.

Five arrangers from the local and international 

community have rearranged Jerrold’s music for 

this afternoon including local arrangers Allan 

Gilliland, winner of two Western Canadian Music 

Awards, and Craig Brenan, recipient of the Tommy 

Banks Award. 

Canadian expatriate pianist Earl MacDonald, 

current Connecticut resident, past musical 

arranger for Maynard Ferguson and two-time 

Juno nominee contributes one arrangement.

Internationally, another arrangement is provided 

by pianist, Florian Ross, winner of the coveted 1st 

prize in the Danish Radio Big Band International 

Thad Jones Competition and the prestigious WDR 

Jazz prize for composition.

Rounding out the arrangers is Gil Goldstein. 

For nearly four decades, the pianist/producer/

arranger has drawn the musical blueprint for 

some of the most prominent artists in jazz – and 

in so doing, has become a highly influential figure 

himself. Goldstein is the winner of three Grammy 

Awards - “Miles Davis and Quincy Jones Play the 

Music of Gil Evans” (1993) and Michael Brecker’s 

the BeSt oF ALBeRtA JAZZ SeRIeS

Yardbird Suite Jazz orchestra 
Guest Conductor - Jerrold dubyk

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SUNDAY • APRIL 23
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 1:30 PM - SHOW 2 PM

Raymond Baril, Dan Davis, Murray James Morrison, 
Dominique Shulhan, Jerrold Dubyk - saxophones
Allan Gilliland, Dave Morgan,  
Sergio Rodriguez, Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Craig Brenan, Sean Bumstead,  
Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Brett Hansen – guitar
Stephanie Urquhart – piano,
Josh McHan – bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

silversteinworks.com
gilgoldstein.us
earlmacdonald.com
allangilliland.com
deathdefyingrecords.com/craig-brenan
jerrolddubyk.com
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“Wide Angles” (2003) 

and “Pilgrimage” (2007).

Jerrold is grateful to 

share the stage with a 

group of handpicked 

stellar #yegjazz 

musicians. With their 

artistry and care into 

all that they do, each 

individual is an absolute 

cornerstone in putting 

this music together.

Jerrold would like to 

thank the generosity 

of MacEwan University 

Faculty of Fine Arts, the 

Edmonton Arts Council and the Yardbird Suite for 

supporting this project. He is also proud to be a 

Silverstein Works Artist.
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Keith Price is a Winnipeg-based guitarist and 

composer. Beginning on his grandfather’s old 

guitar, Price was first influenced by pop music, 

punk rock, and heavy metal before discovering 

jazz at age fifteen. Price began his formal 

studies at The Conservatory of Amsterdam 

and upon returning to Winnipeg, turned down 

a scholarship from The New School in New 

York City and instead, opted to study with 

local jazz guitar guru Larry Roy as part of Steve 

Kirby’s newly-established jazz program at the 

University of Manitoba. Price is now enjoying 

an inspiring period of musical growth while 

studying with internationally recognized pianist 

and composer Michael Cain.

The Keith Price Double Quartet is an adventurous 

eight-piece group of musicians that explores jazz 

improvisation through the vehicles of groove and 

rhythm. The group’s debut performance was of a 

new and largely spontaneous soundtrack for the 

classic western film “The Good, the Bad and the  

Ugly” (treated as a silent film), created  

as part of Jazz Winnipeg’s ground- 

breaking Nu Sounds Series in 2013.  

While drawing influence from  

Miles Davis’ electric jazz period  

(1969-75), the group also  

incorporates rhythms  

and approaches  

from electronica  

and world music. 

CAnAdIAn JAZZ SeRIeS

keith Price double quartet
For their special two-night appearance at the 

Yardbird Suite, the Double Quartet will perform 

their improvised soundtrack for “The Good, the 

Bad and the Ugly” on Friday, April 28, 2017, and 

material from their new album on Saturday, 

April 29, 2017. Keith Price’s fifth CD featuring the 

Double Quartet will be released in the spring 

of 2017.

WHEN...
From Winnipeg

FRI & SAT • APRIL 28 & 29
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Keith Price - guitar
Neil Watson - saxophone
Jeff Presslaff - keyboards
Dallas Nedotiafko - keyboards
Julian Bradford - acoustic bass
Marty Thiessen - electric bass
Jaime Carrasco - drums
Kevin Waters - drums

keithprice.ca
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Jazz’s greatest improvisers create music that 

carries an emotional wallop. It’s a lesson that 

tenor saxophonist Anton Schwartz learned 

well. His latest album “Flash Mob” spent eight 

weeks in jazz radio’s Top 10 and earned a four-

star review in Down Beat magazine, reinforcing 

his reputation as a passionate but poised 

improviser and smart purveyor of captivating 

melodies. 

Schwartz has performed at jazz’s most 

prestigious clubs and festivals, including the 

Blue Note and Dizzy’s (NYC), Blues Alley (DC), 

Yoshi’s (Oakland), Jazz Alley (Seattle), and the 

Monterey Jazz Festival. Recent engagements 

include sold-out shows at Jazz at Lincoln 

Center and a feature as soloist with the 

Boston Pops in Boston Symphony Hall. He is a 

longtime faculty member of the California Jazz 

Conservatory and has taught extensively at 

the Stanford Jazz Workshop and the Brubeck 

Institute. Schwartz is also the author of a 

popular blog about jazz and music theory.

InteRnAtIonAL JAZZ SeRIeS

Anton Schwartz quintet

WHEN...
From San Francisco, Seattle

FRIDAY • MAY 5
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Anton Schwartz - saxophone
Joel Behrman - trumpet
Josh Nelson - piano
Michael Glynn - bass
Lorca Hart - drums

antonjazz.com
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After years of touring only solo piano, 6-time 

Juno nominee and Steinway artist John Stetch 

is going on his first Canadian quartet tour in 

almost 20 years, thanks to Canada Council for 

the Arts. 

The NYC-based quartet Vulneraville is 

Stetch’s favorite project yet, and is his most 

energetic and playful vehicle for his original 

compositions. 

The music ranges from swinging, toe-tapping 

jazz to east European flavors to classically 

influenced cinematic excursions. “My new 

sidemen make even my most complex tunes 

sound fluid, energetic, effortless and fun!” says 

the Edmonton-born Montreal Prix Du Jazz 

winner Stetch. 

Cincinatti-born Steve Kortyka 

is a Yamaha saxophone artist 

who has been touring with 

Lady Gaga’s jazz project, 

alongside other jazz work. 

Philippe Lemm is Holland’s 

most in-demand drummer 

who studied Indian music 

extensively, and 25-year-old 

Rochester native Ben Tiberio 

has already played bass in the 

top clubs of New York City.

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

John Stetch’s vulneraville quartet

WHEN...
From Edmonton, New York

SATURDAY • MAY 6
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Stetch - piano
Steve Kortyka - saxophone
Ben Tiberio - bass
Philippe Lemm - drums

johnstetch.com

“FANTASTIC! There is such 
clarity and so much humor 
in Stetch’s playing! I have 
always loved that about 
him.” 

-  Rufus Reid, bassist,  
composer and bandleader

16   SPRING 2017
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Jon Mayer has long been a fixture in the Los 

Angeles area, playing piano at the head of 

many different combos. An excellent modern 

mainstream pianist who earlier in his career 

worked with Kenny Dorham, Jackie McLean, 

the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis Orchestra and Sarah 

Vaughan in addition to recording with John 

Coltrane, he settled in L.A. in 1991 and has since 

released a string of satisfying recordings. 

His most recent CD “The Art of the Ballad” is 

different. It is a set of unaccompanied solos 

recorded live in Portland. Mayer interprets a dozen 

of his favorite ballads at slow to medium-slow 

tempos. While it is a challenge for most pianists 

to perform a full set of music in this setting, Mayer 

builds his solos off of the rich melodies and comes 

up with continually fresh variations while keeping 

the themes in mind. Whether performing “Prelude 

to a Kiss,” “My Romance,” “Never Never Land” or 

“When I Fall In Love,” he emphasizes the beauty 

of the songs while infusing the music with his 

own personality and adding to the legacy of the 

timeless compositions. 

P.J. Perry and Jon Mayer became musical friends 

during Jon’s 2013 weekend at the Yardbird 

Suite and they have performed together several 

times since, both 

in Edmonton and 

California. 

P.J. Perry is considered 

by many critics and 

fans alike to be 

Canada’s greatest alto 

saxophonist. Among 

his many awards 

and honours are an 

Honorary Doctorate 

of Laws from the 

University of Alberta, 

a Juno nomination 

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

Jon mayer/P.J. Perry quartet
for his 1999 recording with the Edmonton 

Symphony Orchestra, a 1993 Juno Award for Best 

Jazz Recording for his album “My Ideal”, and his 

recent appointment to the Order of Canada. 

P.J. has shared the stage with countless jazz greats 

including Dizzy Gillespie, Woody Shaw, Michel 

Legrand, Pepper Adams, Kenny Wheeler, Tom 

Harrell, Rob McConnell, Slide Hampton, Bobby 

Shew, Fraser McPherson, Joe La Barbera, Clarence 

“Big” Miller, Red Rodney and, of course, Tommy 

Banks. For this weekend, P.J. and Jon have added 

Toronto bassist Steve Wallace and Winnipeg 

drummer Quincy Davis for a project that will be 

recorded for future release.

WHEN...
From Los Angeles, Edmonton, Toronto, Winnipeg

FRI & SAT • MAY 12 & 13
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jon Mayer - piano
P.J. Perry - alto saxophone
Steve Wallace - bass
Quincy Davis - drums

jonmayer.com
pjperry.com
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Fernanda Cunha is a Brazilian jazz singer from 

Rio de Janeiro. She has performed at some of 

the world’s most prestigious jazz festivals as 

well as coast-to-coast in Canada since 2005 

The Yardbird Suite is very special to Fernanda 

because this was the first place in Canada 

she performed. After that she fell in love with 

Canadian audiences and has come to Canada 

once a year since that time.

For this visit to Edmonton, she will be 

accompanied by Toronto guitarist Reg 

Schwager and pianist Chris Andrew and bassist 

Rubim de Toledo, both from Edmonton. They 

will be featuring tunes from Cunha’s s two 

most recent CDs “Olhos de Mar” (2015) and 

“Jobim 90” (2017). 

“Olhos de Mar” is an album that 

brings contemporary tunes from 

Brazilian songwriters like Daniel 

Gonzaga who have written a 

song especially for her, two 

songs by Reg Schwager with 

Fernanda’s lyrics, Antonio Adolfo, 

among others.

The CD “Jobim 90” is a tribute to 

Antonio Carlos Jobim. January 

25, 2017, would have been the 

legendary Jobim’s 90th birthday. 

In celebration, Fernanda Cunha 

released an album entitled 

“Jobim 90”. Repertoire includes 

songs written (music and lyrics) 

by Jobim including “Waters of 

March”, “Chovendo na Roseira”, 

“ Samba do Avião”, “Triste”, “Vivo 

Sonhando”, “Fotografia”, and 

others less known like “Angela”, 

“Ana Luiza”, “Passarim”, and “Two 

Kites” (English lyrics written by 

Jobim).

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

Fernanda Cunha

WHEN...
From Brazil, Toronto, Edmonton

FRIDAY • MAY 19
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Fernanda Cunha - vocals
Reg Schwager - guitar
Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim de Toledo - bass

fernandacunha.com
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Audrey Ochoa is one of Edmonton’s most 

prolific trombone players, playing jazz, rock, 

pop, Latin, punk, ska and whatever other 

genre will have her. Audrey released her debut 

album in 2014, “Trombone and Other Delights” 

which spent several consecutive months on 

the !Earshot! Jazz Charts, eventually earning 

the #5 spot on the annual top 10 for 2014. 

Most recently, Audrey has completed her 

second album with her trio “Afterthought”. The 

new album features her own compositions 

featuring Ochoa and two of Edmonton’s finest, 

Mike Lent and Sandro Dominelli.

Lending his mixing talents to the trio will be 

Battery Poacher (Dallas Budd), who will be 

CRoSS-BoRdeR JAZZ SeRIeS

Fernanda Cunha
the BeSt oF ALBeRtA JAZZ SeRIeS

Audrey ochoa Cd Release
adding the sounds of psychedelia, hip hop and 

house to this otherwise bare bones trio of bass, 

drums and trombone.

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • MAY 20
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Daymar Calvario - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums
Battery Poacher - electronics

chronographrecords.com
batterypoacher.radiuscreative.com

audreyochoa.com
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Paying homage to one of the greatest 

musicians of all time, the Ray Charles Tribute 

Orchestra is a nine piece ensemble performing 

the hits made famous by the Soul legend.

Formed by musical director and bassist 

John Gray, who toured with the Ray Charles 

Orchestra, this ensemble of fine musicians 

recreates the blues, soul and gospel fusion 

sound of Ray Charles, performing such hits as 

‘Georgia On My Mind’, ‘Mary Ann’, ‘Hit the Road 

Jack’ and ‘Let the Good Times Roll’.

Donald Ray Johnson is featured on lead vocals. 

After some 40 years, this Texas born bluesman 

is still going strong. He is a Grammy award 

winner and is twice a Maple Blues Award 

nominee. 

Johnson will be backed up by a group of 

excellent Alberta musicians, including John 

Gray on bass, whose musical history includes 

performances with Dr. Clarence ‘Big’ Miller, 

Lenny Breau, and Dexter Gordon among 

others. Oaitse Hellard and Melissa Jarvis 

will provide the backup vocals that are an 

indispensable part of the Charles’ r&b sound.

The Ray Charles Tribute Orchestra’s tight 

sound, danceable rhythms and extensive 

repertoire are a celebration of the genius, Ray 

Charles.

YARdBIRd SUIte BLUeS

Ray Charles tribute orchestra
Featuring donald Ray Johnson and John Gray

WHEN...
From Calgary, Edmonton

FRI & SAT • MAY 26 & 27
MEMBERS $28
GUESTS $32
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Donald Ray Johnson - vocals
John Gray - upright bass
Oaitse Hellard - background vocals 
Melissa Jarvis - background vocals
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Joel Gray - trumpet
Dave Babcock - alto and tenor saxophone
Andrew Glover - keyboards
Sandro Dominelli - drums

www.raycharlestributeorchestra.com
www.donaldray.com
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Iconoclastic German reedman 

Peter Brötzmann has appeared 

in almost every conceivable 

combination and circumstance 

over the years, from the 

maelstrom of Last Exit to the 

austere horn choir of Sonore, via 

hook ups with almost everyone 

in between, counting such free 

jazz luminaries as Cecil Taylor, 

Anthony Braxton and Evan Parker. 

However on “Ears Are Filled with 

Wonder”, recorded during the 

German’s residency in Krakow 

during November, 2015, he 

finds an unlikely accomplice in 

Glasgow-based American pedal 

steel guitarist Heather Leigh. 

Self-taught, Leigh has operated 

in the noise and avant rock fields 

for several decades including 

with the likes of drummer Chris 

Corsano, Sonic Youth’s Thurston 

Moore and Wolf Eyes’ John 

Olson. While this may have been 

only her second engagement 

with Brötzmann, the pair has 

since toured in both the U.S. 

and Europe, demonstrating 

that they have unearthed a rich 

motherlode.

This is genuinely compelling 

music. It reveals the duo’s 

uncanny intuition and ability 

to communicate with one 

another and an audience. It is 

also a welcome addition to their 

respective individual catalogs.

 From allaboutjazz.com

InteRnAtIonAL JAZZ SeRIeS

Peter Brötzmann/
heather Leigh duo

WHEN...
From Germany, Scotland

SUNDAY • MAY 28
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Peter Brötzmann - saxophone and clarinet
Heather Leigh - pedal steel guitar

peterbroetzmann.com
wishimage.com
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Graceful, elegant and soulful, Ellen Doty is 

a Calgary-based vocalist who beautifully 

intertwines her jazz roots with folk and 

pop elements. With a band featuring Ryan 

Davidson on guitar, Jon May on drums, 

Justin Kudding on bass, and award-winning 

saxophonist Eli Bennett, Ellen Doty takes 

listeners on an unforgettable musical journey.  

2014 was a huge success for Ellen as she 

released her much-anticipated first full album 

͞”Gold͞ in May” which broke the top ten on 

several jazz charts in Canada. Doty is currently 

working on her sophomore album, set to be 

released in late 2017. 

Doty and Eli Bennett first collaborated in the 

fall of 2015 as part of an Alberta tour and 

have been performing together regularly 

the BeSt oF ALBeRtA JAZZ SeRIeS

ellen doty with special guest eli Bennett

WHEN...
From Calgary, Vancouver, Edmonton

FRIDAY • JUNE 2
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ellen Doty - vocals
Eli Bennett - saxophone
Ryan Davidson - guitar 
Justin Kudding - bass
Jon May - drums

ellendoty.com
elibennett.com

ever since. Bennett’s saxophone tone blends 

beautifully with Doty’s voice as they explore 

harmonizing together as two voices. Winner of 

thirty-five international awards and four-time 

Leo-nominated film composer, Eli Bennett has 

performed twice at the Grammy Awards in Los 

Angeles and shared the stage with the likes 

of Oscar Peterson, Hank Jones, Barry Harris, 

Terence Blanchard, and Dave Holland.  

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE
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APRIL 13 
UmPteen CoLLeCtIve
Improvised, melodic groove  
music at its best 

Thom Bennett - drums
Doug Organ - keyboards
Peter Belec - guitar
Paul Bergeron - bass 

MeMBeRS $11, GueSTS $15

APRIL 27 
ChAndeLLe RImmeR qUIntet
Ella Fitzgerald’s 100th  
Birthday Celebration

Chandelle Rimmer - vocals
Tom Van Seters - piano
Jim Head - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

MeMBeRS $16, GueSTS $20

may 11 
nARRAtIve qUIntet
15th Anniversary celebration of Tom Van Seters 
milestone album Narrative 

Tom Van Seters - piano
Kent Sangster - tenor saxophone
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
John Taylor - bass
Leonard Patterson - drums

MEMBERS $11, GUESTS $15

JUne 1 
dIno domIneLLI GRoUP
The funkier and more lyrical side of jazz

Dino Dominelli - saxophones
Jazz Nipp - piano and keyboards
Ralph Pretz - guitar
Curtis Mokry - bass
Carson Schafer - drums

MEMBERS $11, GUESTS $15

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE
featuring Edmonton’s Best

April - June 2017

DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

The YeG Thursday Showcase provides our audiences the opportunity to hear the best jazz artists edmonton has to 
offer in a 90-minute concert set. For decades edmonton musicians have been counted amongst the finest anywhere, 
so we created a special night just for them. The music presented on Thursdays will be varied, offering something for 
every jazz listener and always with a distinct local flavour. Join us at 8pm on selected Thursday evenings to hear the 
best in Edmonton jazz.



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

ALL ShowS bEgIN AT 8PM (DooRS oPEN AT 7PM) 
*wITh ThE ExcEPTIoN oF ThE APRIL 23 Show

APRIL
April 7
Le Bouef Brothers
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 8
Katie Thiroux Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 9 (Sunday)
Gordon Grdina  
New York Quintet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 14 & 15
Bob Sheppard with the 
Chris Andrews Quintet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 21
Bret Higgins’ Atlas Revolt
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 22
Michael Musillami Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 23 (Sunday)
YARDBIRD SUITE  
JAZZ ORCHESTRA  
Guest Conductor -  
Jerrold Dubkk
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS: 1:30PM, SHOW: 2PM

April 28 & 29
Keith Price Double Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

may
May 5
Anton Schwartz Quintet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 6
John Stetch’s  
Vulneraville Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 12 & 13
Jon Mayer/P.J. Perry Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 19
Fernanda Cunha
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 20
Audrey Ochoa CD Release
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

May 26 & 27
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES
Ray Charles Tribute Orchestra 
featuring Donald Ray Johnson 
and John Gray
MEMBERS $28, GUESTS $32

May 28 (Sunday)
Peter Brötzmann/ 
Heather Leigh Duo
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

JUNE
June 2
Ellen Doty with  
special guest Eli Bennett
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

At a Glance...

Visit yardbirdsuite.com

Buy a Yardbird Suite pass to 
any five shows for $100.  Pass 
is only good for current edition 
of our programme.  Buy a 
Tuesday Session season pass 
for $100.  Valid for all Tuesday 
Sessions for one year from the 
date of purchase.

NEW!


