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Since their last visit to Yardbird Suite, the Roy 
Assaf Trio has been moving forward with their 
magical musical conversation. Their original 
vision of making every concert different by 
completely improvising on the spot and 
alternating their repertoire every night has 
become an integral part of their musical sound. 
They have also been adapting their love for jazz, 
world music, pop and Afro-Cuban into their 
group sound and making it their own. 

Every time they take the stage, it is a very unique 
and fresh experience both for them and for 
the audience. Over the past two years, the trio 
has been touring across Europe, Japan, South 
America and the U.S., sharing their music with 
audiences from different cultures, background 
and ages. All of this activity will culminate in the 
recording of a new album in the fall of 2016.

international JaZZ SerieS

roy assaf trio

WHEN...
From New York, Israel

FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 16
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Roy Assaf - piano
Raviv Markovitz - bass
Jake Goldbas - drums

royassaf.com
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Metalwood
With two Juno awards, five Juno nominations, and 

a host of other international awards, Metalwood 

is arguably Canada’s most decorated jazz group. 

Between 1997 and 2003, the name Metalwood 

became synonymous with groove-oriented 

electric jazz, winning the band devoted fans 

around the world. Taking their cue from the likes 

of Weather Report, Miles Davis, and Return to 

Forever, the band developed a sound and style all 

their own and, in the process, the four members 

(Mike Murley, Brad Turner, Chris Tarry, and Ian 

Froman) cemented their reputations as world-

class improvisers and composers. 

Many wondered if Metalwood would ever return. 

Cellar Live (the band’s new label) is proud to say... 

the wait is finally over. Twenty years after their Juno 

award-winning debut, fourteen years since their 

last release, Metalwood’s album “Twenty” takes the 

band’s genre-defining sound to new heights, while 

paying homage to the cohesive energy that made 

the group an international success. “Twenty” is 

more than a comeback. It is arguably Metalwood’s 

best album to date.

WHEN...
From Toronto, Vancouver, New York

SATURDAY • SEPTEMBER 17
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Mike Murley - saxophones
Brad Turner - trumpet and keyboards
Chris Tarry - electric bass
Ian Froman - drums

cellarlive.com

TUESDAY
NIGHT

SESSIONS
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SePteMBer 20
CELCIUS
 
SePteMBer 27
JIM HEAD QUARTET

oCtoBer 4
MARK SEGGER QUACKTET

oCtoBer 11
DINO DOMINELLI QUINTET

oCtoBer 18
BRETT HANSEN GROUP

oCtoBer 25
GRUMPY DAN AND THE JAZZ 
CURMUDGEONS

noVeMBer 1
REMI NOEL QUARTET

noVeMBer 8
THOM BENNETT QUARTET

noVeMBer 15
ToM VAN SeTeRS QuINTeT

noVeMBer 22
LEONARD PATTERSON GROUP

noVeMBer 29
JEFF HENDRICK QUARTET

DeCeMBer 6
THE WORKING STIFFS

TUESDAY
NIGHT

SESSIONS
September-December 2016

TICKETS - MEMBERS & GUESTS: $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

On Tuesday nights -  Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together. The evening 
begins with a one hour set from the featured band -  followed by a jam session. Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly 
event for local jazz musicians to play together and network -  and provide an opportunity to mentor the younger 
musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow their own careers. Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific 
opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment.



Stanley Cowell is Professor Emeritus of Jazz 

Piano at Rutgers-Mason Gross School of the 

Arts and a Steinway Artist. He performs and 

records as a solo pianist in jazz venues and 

concert halls using African thumb piano, 

electroacoustic processes, and in diverse 

ensemble formations from duos to orchestras. 

He has an impressive list of recordings 

as a composer and pianist, having 

performed with Max Roach, 

Miles Davis, Charles Tolliver, 

Stan Getz, Sonny Rollins, 

international JaZZ SerieS

Stanley Cowell trio
Nasheet Waits, Roy Haynes, Art Pepper, Clifford 

Jordan, Jimmy Heath, and many more. 

His formal training in music includes a bachelor’s 

degree and an honorary doctorate in music from 

Oberlin Conservatory, a Masters of Music from 

University of Michigan, study at the Mozarteum 

Akademie in Salzburg, Austria, and graduate 

work at Wichita State and University of Southern 

California. 

WHEN...
From New York

SUNDAY • SEPTEMBER 18
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Stanley Cowell - piano
Jay Anderson - bass
Billy Drummond - drums

6   FALL 2016
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An excellent modern, mainstream pianist who 

is adaptable to many acoustic jazz settings, 

Cowell has long been underrated except among 

knowing musicians. This will be Stanley’s first visit 

to Edmonton in over thirty-five years when he 

performed here with the Heath Brothers. 

He brings a stellar rhythm section 

of Jay Anderson on bass 

and Billy Drummond 

on drums.
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September 23, 2016, would have been the 

legendary John Coltrane’s 90th birthday. There 

probably isn’t a saxophonist in the last fifty years 

who hasn’t been influenced and inspired by Trane. 

To celebrate this event, the Yardbird Suite has 

assembled four musicians who will present two 

evenings of music written by or associated with 

Coltrane.

D.D. Jackson is a Canadian-born, Emmy Award-

winning composer and jazz pianist based in 

the New York City area whose work spans 12 

CD’s, featuring almost entirely original material, 

ranging from his Juno Award-winning solo 

piano CD “...so far” (BMG) to his larger-scale 

meditation on the events of 9/11, “Suite for New 

York” (Justin Time). Jackson has performed all 

over the world and recorded with some of the 

most distinguished names in jazz and beyond, 

including Jack DeJohnette, James Carter, David 

Murray and (most recently) Questlove and The 

Roots - including on their Grammy-nominated CD 

“Undun” and on “And Then You Shoot Your Cousin” 

(for which he also wrote/produced/performed). 

Jackson is also a composer for such hit television 

shows as “Peg+Cat” (PBS) (which has won a 

total of 7 Emmy Awards), and “The Wonder 

CroSS-BorDer JaZZ SerieS

90th Birthday of John Coltrane
featuring D.D. Jackson and Jim Brenan

Pets” (Nickelodeon) (which won Emmys for 

Outstanding Music each year of its run). As an 

educator, Jackson is a Visiting Lecturer at Hunter 

College where he was just awarded the 2016 

Hunter College Presidential Award for Teaching 

Excellence (part-time).

Jim Brenan will be assuming the mantle of John 

Coltrane for this weekend. If there is anyone in 

Alberta who can handle this daunting task, it is 

Brenan. He, bassist Rubim de Toledo and drummer 

Jon McCaslin have been performing Trane-related 

music for some time so their melding with D.D. 

Jackson should produce stellar music.

WHEN...
From New York, Edmonton, Calgary

FRI & SAT • SEPTEMBER 23-24
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

D.D. Jackson - piano
Jim Brenan - saxophones
Rubim de Toledo - bass
Jon McCaslin - drum

ddjackson.com
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albert Vila Quartet Featuring Jaclyn Guillou

Winner of the Dutch Jazz Competition in 2004 
for best composition, winner of Spain 2006 
Debajazz Contest for best band, and winner of 
Belgium 2012 Jazz Hoileaart for best composition, 
Albert Vila is one of the best guitarists of the 
new generation coming out of Spain. He will 
be presenting music from his brand new fourth 
album “The Unquiet Sky”, recorded in New York, 
released on Fresh Sound New Talent. The disc 
features Aaron Parks, Jeff Ballard and Doug 
Weiss. For this tour, Vila has assembled a group 
of Canadian players featuring Juno-nominated 
vocalist Jaclyn Guillou.

WHEN...
From Spain,Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton

FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 30
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Albert Vila - guitar
Jaclyn Guillou - vocals
Chris Andrew - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

albertvilamusic.com
jaclynguillou.com



Grant Stewart plays as much tenor 
saxophone as anyone, anywhere. 
The Toronto native, who has lived in 
New York since 1990, has become 
a veritable tenor colossus, and an 
unswerving force on the New York 
scene. He could be the reincarnation 
of the Sonny Rollins of the fifties, 
but he has parlayed this into his 
own distinctive sound. His muscular 
approach and deft use of space are 
enhanced by his unique sense of 
swing.

“Trio”, released in 2015, received a five 
star review in Jazz Journal, a four star 
review in Downbeat Magazine, and 
spent 11 weeks in the Top 50 on the 
Jazz Week Charts, making it as high 
as #19.

Joining Grant will be bassist Paul 
Sikivie and drummer Phil Stewart.

international JaZZ SerieS

Grant Stewart trio
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WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 1
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Grant Stewart - saxophone
Paul Sikivie - bass
Phil Stewart - drums

grantstewartjazz.com
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With influences ranging from Wayne Shorter to 
Levon Helm to J Dilla, The Worst Pop Band Ever 
is a Toronto-based quintet that tries to combine 
a love of improvisational jazz and indie pop. 
Featuring two Juno award winners, the members 
of the WPBE have worked with a who’s who of 
Canadian and international musicians, including 
Ernie Watts, Brad Goode, Feist, Blue Rodeo, Laila 
Biali, Brandi Disterheft, and the Shuffle Demons. 
Together, whether it’s blending acoustic bass 
with turntables or analog synths with the 
saxophone, the WPBE sets out to twist and bend 
both originals and covers, straddling genres and 
butting heads with expectation.

They have played festivals and packed clubs 
throughout North America from IAJE to NXNE; 
St. John’s to Chicago, sharing stages with the Bad 
Plus, Happy Apple, Jeff Parker, Elizabeth Shepherd, 
Kelly Jefferson and Rich Underhill. They were 
called “highlights of the festival ” at the 2012 TD 
Canada Trust Toronto Jazz Festival by the festival’s 
own website. Their music has also been used for 
film and videos for CBC, the National Film Board, 
the UN and even Disney.

CanaDian JaZZ SerieS

the Worst Pop Band ever
Allaboutjazz.com described their 2012 album 
“Sometimes Things Go Wrong” recorded live 
at the Cellar in Vancouver, as “…music for 
people, whether they dig jazz or not…a tight 
band playing with substance and feeling for an 
appreciative audience.” (Mark Turner, July 2012). 
Their latest CD “Blackout”, a concept album about 
events in Toronto during the Great Northeastern 
Blackout of 2003, has already received similar 
acclaim and attention.

WHEN...
From Toronto

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 7
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Chris Gale - saxophone
Adrean Farrugia - piano
LEO37 - turntables
Drew Birston - bass
Tim Shia - drums

worstpopbandever.com
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Tarana is an exciting and ground-breaking 
trombone/synth duo that blurs the boundaries 
between the electronic and the acoustic, while 
blending a vast array of influences, ranging 
from jazz to juke to Bollywood. Using digital and 
analog electronics, they layer live loops, melodies, 
textures and sounds on top of their tight-knit 
acoustic instruments to create a symphonic 
sound that also explores deep-grooving rhythms 
from across the world.

Tarana was formed in 2003 by Ravish Momin, an 
Indian-born versatile percussionist/composer/
electronic musician/educator currently residing 
in New York City. Ravish has worked with artists 
as diverse as pop-star Shakira and the legendary 
saxophonist Kalaparush Maurice McIntyre of the 
Association for the Advancement of Creative 
Musicians (AACM.) Inspired by the music of the 
AACM, Ravish has continued to draw inspiration 
from various world music genres to produce his 
own shape-shifting world/jazz/electronic group.

international JaZZ SerieS

tarana

WHEN...
From New York

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 8
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ravish Momin - drums and synthesizers
Rick Parker - trombone and electronics

ravishmomin.com



Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of members of the Edmonton Jazz Society (1973) 
will be held at the Yardbird Suite, 11 Tommy Banks Way, Edmonton, Alberta, on Thursday, October 27, 2016 
at 7:00 PM for the purpose of:

1.  Receiving the report of the president; 

2.   Receiving and considering the report of the treasurer of the Society for the fiscal year ended July 31, 
2015 including the appointment of the auditors for the coming year; 

3.  Election of the board of directors and officers of the Society; 

4.  Amending the Bylaws of the Society to add additional executive positions;

5.   The transition of such further business as may properly come before the meeting or any 
adjournment thereof.

Further information regarding the business to be discussed at the annual general meeting can be 
obtained by contacting the Yardbird Suite at telephone 780-432-0428. Dated at the city of Edmonton, 
in the Province of Alberta, this first day of September, 2016

14   FALL 2016

Spend an evening with old pals, the renowned 

vocalist and CBC Radio (“Tonic”) host Tim 

Tamashiro, and the veteran piano accompanist 

Tommy Banks. Together they reminisce about 

their musical times, and perform hits - and a few 

misses - from The Great American Songbook.

CanaDian JaZZ SerieS

tommy Banks and  
tim tamashiro WHEN...

From Edmonton, Calgary

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 14
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tommy Banks - piano
Tim Tamashiro - vocals

tommybanks.info
timtamashiro.com



Since his 2007 debut as a leader “7th Heaven” 

(Between the Lines), Samuel Blaser has 

grown at an almost incomprehensible rate, 

from straight-ahead hard bopper in his 

mid-twenties to innovative free player and 

ever-searching composer and bandleader in 

his early thirties.

Born and raised in La Chaux-de-Fonds, 

Switzerland, a lesser-known but no less 

significant jazz metropolis which was, for a 

time, home to expatriate Americans Sidney 

Bechet and Kenny Clarke, Blaser has also spent 

considerable time living in New York City and 

currently resides in Berlin; truly an international 

musician, then, in clear defiance of boundaries 

cultural, musical and stylistic. Some of his 

musical collaborators include Swiss percussion 

legend Pierre Favre, Francoise Houle, Peter van 

Huffel, John Hollenbeck and Hal Galper.

The quartet’s 2015 recording “FALL Rain” 

featured the music of the late jazz eccentric 

Jimmy Giuffre. Nate Chinen of the New York 

Times called it “a thoughtful and energetic 

tribute”. Whether it’s modern post-bop, 

avant-garde free improvisation or chamber 

music, Blaser is eminently qualified, resulting 

in revealing and inspired moments. This is 

probably the only solo trombone tribute 

to Jimmy Giuffre - as wonderful as it is 

unexpected. Samuel honors the intelligence 

and the concentration of the listener. The 

quality of his musical mind and his virtuosity 

are extraordinary. His colleagues on this 

journey also weave ideas together with a sly 

subtle sense of conversation.

Joining Blaser will be the stellar rhythm section 

of Russ Lossing, Masa Kamaguchi and the 

legendary Gerry Hemingway on drums.

international JaZZ SerieS

Samuel Blaser Quartet: tribute to Jimmy Giuffre
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WHEN...
From Berlin, Switzerland, New York

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 15
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Samuel Blaser - trombone
Russ Lossing - piano
Masa Kamaguchi - bass
Gerry Hemingway - drums

samuelblaser.com
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international JaZZ SerieS

Conference Call
Conference Call is a new quartet featuring 

the exciting German woodwind virtuoso 

Gebhard Ullmann, the established piano/bass 

collaboration of Michael Jefry Stevens and 

Joe Fonda (the Fonda Stevens Group) and 

the highly individual percussion stylings of 

drummer Dieter Ulrich.

The quartet features original music from 

each member of the group and utilizes the 

distinctive improvisational and textural 

talents of each of the four members - Gebhard 

Ullmann’s extensive woodwind palette (bass 

clarinet, bass flute, tenor and soprano sax); the 

textural and timbral virtuosity of drummer 

Dieter Ulrich; and the organic and highly 

creative piano/bass interplay between Joe 

Fonda and Michael Jefry Stevens. All these 

ingredients create a highly creative and unique 

variety of musical flavours.

WHEN...
From Germany, Switzerland, New York

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 21
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Gebhard Ullmann - saxophone, bass clarinet
Michael Jefry Stevens - piano
Joe Fonda - bass
Dieter Ulrich - drums

gebhard-ullmann.com
michaeljefrystevens.com/conference-call-quartet.
html
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CanaDian JaZZ SerieS

Parker abbott trio
The Parker Abbott Trio is a keyboard-centric 

group of Toronto based musicians exploring 

the intersections between two pianists and a 

drummer, and using a huge sonic palette to do 

so. Initially, the group began as a writing and 

improvising collaboration between the two 

pianists, Teri Parker and Simeon Abbott. While 

both are well-known in Toronto jazz circles 

as pianists, they were unafraid to incorporate 

a host of other textures, using organ, electric 

keyboards, and even a ring-modulated 

harpsichord. It also revealed their multitude 

of influences, which suggested everything 

from jazz (nicely situated somewhere along 

the Monk-Peterson axis), classical (shades of 

Bartok and Debussy), and more avant-leaning 

touchstones such as Cecil Taylor and John 

Cage. Spontaneous Combustion Magazine 

called it “a wonderfully unique and refreshing 

addition to the music scene.”  

The group was expanded into its current 

trio formation in 2011 with the addition of 

percussive powerhouse Mark Segger. Using 

a plethora of keyboard instruments and a 

pan-stylistic approach to composition and 

improvisation, the trio has created an utterly 

original, multi-faceted jazz group.

WHEN...
From Toronto, Edmonton

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 22
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Teri Parker - piano, keyboards
Simeon Abbott - piano, keyboards
Mark Segger - drums

parkerabbott.ca



Award-winning Canadian singer-songwriter 

and pianist Laila Biali has toured with Chris Botti, 

Paula Cole and Suzanne Vega, recorded with 

and supported international icon Sting, and 

was recently featured at the first-ever global 

TEDSummit. Her accolades include “SOCAN 

Composer of the Year” and “Keyboardist of the 

Year” at Canada’s National Jazz Awards, and 

this year she is a Premier’s Award nominee for 

outstanding college graduates. Laila takes the 

best of pop, rock, classical, world and soul, informs 

it with her expertise in jazz, and weaves it into her 

musical arrangements and original songs.

Laila has presented her music at prestigious 

venues spanning five continents. Her studio 

recording “Tracing Light” received a Juno 

nomination in 2011 for “Best Vocal Jazz Album 

of the Year”, and her follow-up album “Live in 

Concert” was given an enthusiastic four-star 

review and named one of the “Best Albums of 

2013” by Downbeat Magazine. In 2015, Laila 

released her first album of entirely original music 

“House of Many Rooms” – an indie-pop project 

featuring Lisa Fischer (Rolling Stones, 20 Feet 

From Stardom), Jo Lawry (Sting, Paul Simon), Alan 

Hampton (Robert Glasper), and the Toronto Mass 

Choir.

Laila is currently set to release a follow-up album 

of original music, expanding on her unique “ability 

to meld traditional jazz with contemporary pop 

so effortlessly that neither style seems out of 

place on the same record” (Spinner Magazine). 

This project will highlight collaborations with 

several of Canada’s best songwriters including 

Randy Bachman, Marc Jordan, Royal Wood and 

Sonia Johnson. She currently divides her time 

between New York City and Toronto.

18   FALL 2016

CanaDian JaZZ SerieS

laila Biali trio WHEN...
From Toronto

SUNDAY • OCTOBER 23
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Laila Biali - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Ben Wittman - drums

lailabiali.com

“It is the ultimate task given to the musician, whether as singer or instrumentalist, to create a 
unique signature or fingerprint that is instantly recognizable as their own. What is surprising and 
delightful in Laila Biali is that both as vocalist and pianist she accomplishes this with equal aplomb. 
She is an exciting and unique talent, and I admire her greatly.”   - Sting
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alon nechushtan trio
Alon Nechushtan hails from Israel where he 

studied classical music in Jerusalem. To pursue 

his dream to study jazz and integrate it with 

his original music, he moved to New York 

City after graduating from the New England 

Conservatory where he studied piano with 

some of the worlds greatest living piano 

legends including Paul Bley, Danilo Perez, Fred 

Hersch and Uri Caine. 

The trio has opened for jazz legend Tony 

Bennett and played at every major stage in 

New York City and around the United States. 

WHEN...
From Israel, Boston, New York

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 28
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Alon Nechushtan - piano
Tamir Shmerling - bass
Shareef Taher - drums

musicalon.com

 “The single most salient 
fact about current jazz is 

its ongoing globalization. 
Jazz is an open-ended, 

self-renewing art form that 
draws strength from sources 

far outside itself. Alon 
Nechushtan was born  

in Tel Aviv. Nechushtan  
now lives in New York  

and has internalized its  
unforgiving energy”.

- Thomas Conrad, Jazz Times.



With an unparalleled style of rhythmic expression, 

drummer Willie Jones III is one of the world’s 

leading jazz drummers. In addition to honoring 

his monumental influences - the late greats Philly 

Joe Jones, Art Blakey and Billy Higgins - Jones’ 

bold articulation and constantly innovative 

sense of swing are results of his life-long musical 

experience. 

Born in Los Angeles, Jones completed his jazz 

education under the tutelage of the legendary 

Albert “Tootie” Heath. He went on to co-found the 

jazz band Black Note in the early 1990s. Following 

four Black Note recordings, he had sideman gigs 

with vibraphonist Milt Jackson, trumpeter Arturo 

Sandoval, pianist Horace Silver, and for seven years 

until 2005, with the Roy Hargrove Quintet.

He has released several recordings as a leader on 

his own WJ3 Records label. His 2012 disc “Plays 

the Max Roach Songbook” received a four star 

Downbeat review. Jim Macnie noted that “Jones is 

one of the most animated drummers on the New 

York scene. Long story short, when they set up 

shop at Columbus Circle last January, they owned 

this stuff.”

Willie Jones III is touring in support of his latest 

release “Groundwork”, also on WJ3 Records. 

For his second Yardbird Suite visit, he brings 

an outstanding group of great musicians 

including Jeremy Pelt on trumpet, Ralph Moore 

on saxophone, Eric Reed on piano and Gerald 

Cannon on bass.

20   FALL 2016

WHEN...
From New York, Los Angeles

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 29
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Willie Jones III - drums
Jeremy Pelt - trumpet
Ralph Moore - tenor sax
Eric Reed - piano
Gerald Cannon - bass

williejones3.com

international JaZZ SerieS

Willie Jones iii Quintet
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November 4-12, 2016

tenth annual

FESTIVAL LINEUP WILL  
BE ANNOUNCED  
OCTOBER 2016



Hailed as “an artist bringing the piano back 

to the front ranks of contemporary blues,” 

multiple-award winning blues, boogie-woogie 

and jazz pianist Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne is 

called “Blues Boss” for a reason. His musical 

career began in the 1960s and has continued 

to flourish for over 50 years with Wayne at 

the forefront of modern day blues piano 

practitioners.

Born in Spokane, Washington, raised in New 

Orleans and now based in British Columbia, 

Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne has built a stellar 

reputation within Canada and abroad for his 

lively attire and energetic concert performances. 

Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne released his first solo 

album “Alive & Loose” which featured Shuggie 

Otis in 1995. It marked the start of Wayne’s blues 

journey and was followed by four albums for 

Electro-Fi Records: “88th & Jump Street”, Juno 

Award winning “Let It Loose”, “Can’t Stop Now” 

and the live recording “Piano-Rama”. Since 

joining Stony Plain Records in 2011, Wayne has 

released “An Old Rock On A Roll”, which earned 

him a Blues Foundation nomination for the 

Pinetop Perkins Piano Award, and “Rollin’ with 

the Blues Boss”.

Wayne’s brand new release “Jumpin’ and 

Boppin’” is his third recording on Stony Plain 

Records. A throw-back to classic, rollicking blues 

of yesteryear, “Jumpin’ and Boppin’” is firmly 

rooted in the jump blues style of Louis Jordan 

and Amos Milburn. It could have easily been 

made in the 1950s, which is a further testament 

to Wayne’s immense talents. 

Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne is an artist who’s got it 

all: talent, charisma and sophistication. Wayne is 

a throwback to the golden age of classic rhythm 

and blues while offering a fresh approach to the 

genre.

YarDBirD SUite BlUeS

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne: CD release
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WHEN...
From Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton

FRI & SAT • NOvEMBER 18 & 19
MEMBERS $28
GUESTS $32
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne - piano, vocals
Yuji Ihara - guitar
Lisa Simons - bass, vocals
Joey Di Marco - drums
Dave Babcock - tenor saxophone, vocals
Dan Davis - baritone saxophone

kennybluesboss.com
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Combine the musical stylings of Joni Mitchell, 

Ella Fitzgerald, and Pat Metheny, and what 

do you get? To many listeners, the name 

Mallory Chipman comes to mind. Described 

as “an old school jazz chanteuse with new 

school attitude” (GigCity.ca), Mallory Chipman 

is taking the jazz scene by storm with her 

powerful voice, evocative compositions, and 

fearless improvisation. 

Based in Edmonton, Mallory performs 

frequently at numerous venues and festivals 

both locally and internationally, and she is 

on the music faculty at MacEwan University 

where she teaches voice. Her debut album 

“Nocturnalize” features numerous original 

compositions, alongside a handful of 

reinterpreted jazz standards. On the disc, 

Mallory is joined by local jazz greats including 

Chris Andrew, Brett Hansen, Murray Wood, 

Jamie Cooper, John Sweenie, Bob Tildesley, and 

Tommy Banks. 

Mallory would like to thank the Alberta 

Foundation for the Arts for supporting this 

project, and she is greatly looking forward for 

its release at her most beloved jazz club, the 

Yardbird Suite.

tHe BeSt oF alBerta JaZZ SerieS

Mallory Chipman: CD release

WHEN...
From Edmonton

SUNDAY • NOvEMBER 20
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Mallory Chipman - voice
Chris Andrew - piano, keyboards
Brett Hansen - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums, cymbals

mallorychipman.com
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Described by DownBeat Magazine as “a 

remarkable talent and a welcome new voice on 

the scene,” Rotem Sivan is taking the NYC jazz 

scene by storm. Sivan was born in Jerusalem, a 

city of mixed traditions, faiths and influences. 

After graduating from arts high school, Sivan 

completed his studies in classical composition 

with honors at Tel Aviv University.

Sivan released his third album “A New 

Dance” with bassist Haggai Cohen Milo and 

Drummer Colin Stranahan in 2015. The project 

was recorded at Atlantic Studios without 

headphones, with no separation between 

the players and with a gathering of friends 

and followers as an audience. The result, with 

no edits and an emphasis on rich interplay 

and sheer allure of sound, is one of the more 

organic, engaging and involving guitar trio 

albums you’re likely to hear.

international JaZZ SerieS

rotem Sivan trio

WHEN...
From Israel, New York

FRIDAY • NOvEMBER 25
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Rotem Sivan - guitar
Haggai Cohen Milo - bass
Colin Stranahan - drums

rotemsivan.com

Sivan is a guitarist for the 21st century, with an 

international background and border-defying 

interests. Sivan is also an in-demand educator 

and has given workshops internationally. He 

has developed a glowing tone and quicksilver 

phrasing, as well as a sophisticated sense 

of rhythm and an openhearted approach 

to melody. Sivan’s approach to recording is 

unique and allows for the preservation of the 

soul and vibe of the jazz creation.
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In his fifth decade as a major jazz artist, Hal Galper 

continues the innovation that has made him one 

of today’s most surprising and satisfying pianists. 

Galper’s discography includes 103 albums, with 

32 of them under his name. Galper’s 21st-century 

series of trio albums, with bassist Jeff Johnson 

and drummer John Bishop on Origin Records, 

incorporates his development of “Rubato” playing 

as a means of melding melodic lyricism with 

the rhythmic excitement and “sound of surprise” 

of the bebop tradition, deepening the jazz 

experience for musicians and listeners alike.

While a student at the Berklee School of 

Music in Boston on scholarship in 1955, he 

quickly gravitated to the city’s jazz clubs, 

supplementing his formal training by studying 

the performances of such Boston stalwarts 

as Jaki Byard, Sam Rivers and Herb Pomeroy. 

It wasn’t long before Galper had soaked up 

enough practical jazz knowledge that he was 

employed as house pianist at Boston’s leading 

jazz emporiums.

international JaZZ SerieS

Hal Galper trio
Beginning his international performing career 

in a three-year stint with trumpeter Chet 

Baker, he went on to be an integral member 

of the bands of Cannonball Adderley and 

Phil Woods. He also worked with Sam Rivers, 

Joe Henderson, Lee Konitz and John Scofield, 

among dozens of other major jazz figures. He 

formed one of his most critically acclaimed 

groups as a leader in the early 70’s with 

trumpeter Randy Brecker, his saxophonist 

brother Michael, bassist Wayne Dockery and 

drummer Billy Hart - the new Hal Galper 

Quintet. The group eventually recorded four 

albums including “Reach Out”, “Speak With 

a Single Voice”, “Children of the Night”, and 

“Redux 78”.

His latest trio recording “O’s Time” highlights the 

deep musical bond of his trio, with bassist Jeff 

Johnson and drummer John Bishop, as they 

explore standards such as “Smile,” jazz classics 

like Wayne Shorter’s “Wildflower,” and originals 

including the title track which is a dedication to 

Ornette Coleman.

WHEN...
From New York, Seattle

SATURDAY • NOvEMBER 26
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Hal Galper - piano
Jeff Johnson - bass
John Bishop - drums

halgalper.com
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The Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra is the big 

band in residence at Edmonton’s Yardbird 

Suite. The YSJO is dedicated to supporting the 

creative and professional music development 

of its members and the awareness of big band 

jazz music through performance.

Guest Conductor Allen Jacobson is a jazz artist 

(trombonist/vocalist/conductor/educator) 

who has performed, taught and travelled 

throughout Europe for many years and has 

met many gifted and dedicated musicians. 

This concert will feature compositions and 

arrangements from many of those whom he 

has met along the way. Displaced (misplaced) 

Americans, Brits and Germans among others, 

who use the Jazz Orchestra as a means of 

expression and acknowledgment of the power 

and beauty of collective creativity. Each piece 

is an excursion, a voyage that reflects the 

composers’ reactions/interactions to paths 

YarDBirD SUite JaZZ orCHeStra 

Guest Conductor – allen Jacobson
Journeys: the roads taken

WHEN...
SUNDAY • NOvEMBER 27
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 1:30 PM - SHOW 2 PM

Jeremiah McDade, Dan Davis, Jerrold Dubyk, Dave 
Babcock, John Sweenie - saxophones
Allen Jacobson, Craig Brenan, Ken Read - trombones
Joel Gray, Doug Berner, Dave Morgan, Matt Michelin 
- trumpets 
Jim Head - guitar
Tom Van Seeters - piano
Mike Lent - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

(musical or otherwise) chosen or not…

The music is challenging, thoughtful, insightful 

and allows our musicians the freedom to 

express, explore and create.
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Canada’s Brandi Disterheft is a Juno Award-

winning bassist, composer, and bandleader 

whose music straddles the line between 

ebullient, straight-ahead jazz and genre-

bending original compositions. A native of 

Vancouver, Disterheft grew up in a musical 

family and first began playing bass alongside 

her mother, pianist and organist Fran Jarre. 

After high school, she earned a scholarship 

to Humber College in Toronto, where she 

furthered her musical studies under bassist Don 

Thompson. During this time, she also logged 

hours studying with such luminaries as Rufus 

Reid, Rodney Whitaker, Niels-Henning Ørsted 

Pedersen, Oscar Peterson, and others. Also while 

at school, she began gigging regularly on the 

Toronto jazz scene and appeared on several 

albums with pianist Richard Whiteman.

In 2007, she made her debut with the aptly 

titled “Debut”. The album was a huge critical 

success, winning Disterheft the Juno Award 

for Traditional Jazz Album of the Year. She then 

followed up with “Second Side”, an adventurous 

album that found her expanding her stylistic 

palette to include contemporary jazz, big-band 

arrangements, and Latin rhythms. Around 

2010, Disterheft relocated to New York City, 

CroSS-BorDer JaZZ SerieS

Brandi Disterheft trio

WHEN...
From New York

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 1
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Brandi Disterheft - bass and vocals
Harold Mabern - piano
Joe Farnsworth - drums

brandidisterheft.com

where she ensconced herself in regular jam 

sessions and studied with legendary bassist 

Ron Carter. Her third studio album, 2012’s 

“Gratitude”, reflected her growth with an all-

star lineup featuring trumpeter Sean Jones, 

alto saxophonist Vincent Herring, flautist 

Anne Drummond, pianist Renee Rosnes, and 

drummer Gregory Hutchinson. The album also 

showcased her vocals, with songs delivered in 

English and French.

In 2016, Disterheft released her fourth album 

“Blue Canvas” featuring two legends of jazz, 

hard bop veteran pianist Harold Mabern, and 

drummer Joe Farnsworth, a trio that will be 

featured for this concert.
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Innovative and electrifying, Toronto jazz 

drummer Ernesto Cervini has energy to 

burn, whether radiating it from behind his 

kit or working on any number of musical and 

educational projects. On the heels of his third 

album “There” recorded by his quartet live at the 

Cellar Jazz Club in Vancouver, Cervini has added 

two more instruments to the fold to create 

the new sextet, Turboprop. The band features 

his regular quartet of tenor saxophone, piano, 

bass and drums, plus Tara Davidson on alto 

saxophone and William Carn on trombone.

The band’s sound is reminiscent of the hard 

swinging Jazz Messenger bands of Art Blakey, 

although they tackle a wide range of music; 

from Charlie Parker to Claude Debussy to 

Radiohead, plus originals from all the band 

members. They have already toured twice across 

Canada to rave reviews, and released their debut 

album on ANZIC Records (NYC) in the FALL of 

2015. 

CroSS-BorDer JaZZ SerieS

turboprop

WHEN...
From Toronto, New York

FRIDAY• DECEMBER 2
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ernesto Cervini - drums
Joel Frahm - sax
Tara Davidson - alto sax
William Carn - trombone
Adrean Farrugia - piano
Dan Loomis - bass

ernestocervini.com
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Pianist and composer Peter Zak’s sideman 

credits include George Coleman, Jimmy Cobb, 

Eric Alexander and Jon Hendricks, among many 

others. His eleven albums as a leader, including 

his latest recording “Standards” have earned 

consistent praise from publications such as 

Downbeat, Jazz Times, Financial Times and the 

New York Times. His trio performs both in the 

U.S. and at festivals and concerts internationally.

Saxophonist, composer 

and author Walt Weiskopf 

has made an impressive 

mark as both a leader and 

sideman with nineteen 

critically acclaimed albums 

and countless sideman 

credits. A dynamic player 

with enormous technical 

prowess, Weiskopf is equally 

well-regarded as a composer, 

with albums containing 

predominantly original work. 

CroSS-BorDer JaZZ SerieS

Walt Weiskopf/Peter Zak Quartet  
Featuring Quincy Davis

Walt has performed as a sideman for many 

notables like Frank Sinatra, Donald Fagen, 

Michael McDonald and Boz Scaggs. Weiskopf’s 

long-running and current sideman gig is with 

Steely Dan. His latest record “The Way You Say It” 

conveys his clear and straight-forward message 

with the remarkable technical precision and 

manifest knowledge of music that audiences 

adore.

Peter and Walt have also performed on several 

recent recordings of each other’s, including Peter’s 

release “The Decider” and Walt’s albums “Day In, 

Night Out”, “Eternal Triangle”, “Overdrive”, and “Open 

Road”. They perform often together in their home 

area of New York City, as well as throughout the 

U.S. and on several tours of Canada.

WHEN...
From New York, Calgary, Winnipeg

SATURDAY •  DECEMBER 3
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Walt Weiskopf - saxophone
Peter Zak - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Quincy Davis - drums

waltweiskopf.com
peterzakmusic.com
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Canadian Jazz saxophonist Don Berner leads 

the Don Berner Big Band to present, “A Perfectly 

Frank Christmas”. This program will feature the 

big band with holiday favourites of Frank Sinatra 

and the styles of Harry Connick Jr., and is sure to 

become one of your family traditions! 

Joining him on stage is award winning, 

legendary Canadian jazz pianist, Tommy Banks, 

and three time Global Music award winner for 

Best Male Vocalist, Johnny Summers. With the 

combination of Tommy’s sophisticated piano, 

Johnny’s rich vocals, and Don leading the full 

big band, the unique character and talent of 

this program are a rare treat for Edmonton 

audiences.

tHe BeSt oF alBerta JaZZ SerieS

a Perfectly Frank Christmas: tommy Banks and 
Johnny Summers With the Don Berner Big Band

WHEN...
From Edmonton, Calgary

FRI & SAT • DECEMBER 9 & 10
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tommy Banks - piano
Johnny Summers - trumpet and vocals
Don Berner - alto saxophone and Musical Director
Raymond Baril - alto saxophone
Dan Davis and Charles Stolte - tenor saxophones
Robin Taylor - baritone saxophone
Allen Jacobson, Remi Noel, Hannah Gray,  
Dan Keels - trombones
Joel Gray, Doug Berner, Sergio Rodriguez,  
Dave Morgan - trumpets
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

tommybanks.info
johnnysummers.com
donberner.com

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE



www. yardbirdsuite.com     31

SePteMBer 22
DaVe MorGan QUintet
A NIGHT OF HARD SWINGING JAZZ 

Dave Morgan - trumpet
Craig Brenan - trombone
Peter Belec - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

SePteMBer 29
tHe WriterS’ GUilD 
THIS CITY’S OWN COMPOSER’S  
CoLLeCTIVe

Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Dan Davis - saxophones
Tyson Kerr - keyboard
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

oCtoBer 6
PreQUal
A RICH SOUNDSCAPE OF  
IMPRoVISeD IDeAS

Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Chris Andrew - keyboards
Josh McHan - bass
Bill George - drums

oCtoBer 13
tHe SoUlJaZZ ProJeCt
JAZZ THAT’S GOOD FOR YOUR SOUL

Dave Babcock - saxophones
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Chris Andrew - keyboards
Rubim DeToledo - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

noVeMBer 3
aUDreY oCHoa QUartet
POP MUSIC THROUGH THE  
LENS OF LATIN FUNK

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Chris Andrew - keyboards
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

noVeMBer 24
CHriS anDreW trio 
AN INTIMATe eVeNING  
OF PIANO TRIO JAZZ

Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim DeToledo - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

DeCeMBer 8
CraiG Brenan trio
A TRIBUTE TO BOB BROOKMEYER

Craig Brenan - trombone
Jamie Philip - guitar
Josh McHan - bass

YEG
   THURSDAY
SHOWCASE
featuring Edmonton’s Best

September-December 2016

TICKeTS - MeMBeRS $11, GueSTS $15
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

The YeG Thursday Showcase provides our audiences the opportunity to hear the best jazz artists edmonton has to 
offer in a 90-minute concert set. For decades edmonton musicians have been counted amongst the finest anywhere, 
so we created a special night just for them. The music presented on Thursdays will be varied, offering something for 
every jazz listener and always with a distinct local flavour. Join us at 8pm on selected Thursday evenings to hear the 
best in edmonton jazz.



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

All SHOwS BEgIN AT 8PM (DOORS OPEN AT 7PM) 
wITH ExCEPTION OF NOv 27 AFTERNOON PERFORMANCE

september...
September 16
Roy Assaf Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

September 17
Metalwood
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

September 18
Stanley Cowell Trio
MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30

September 23-24
90th Birthday of John Coltrane
featuring D.D. Jackson and  
Jim Brenan
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

September 30
Albert Vila Quartet  
featuring Jaclyn Guillou
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October...
October 1
Grant Stewart Trio
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 7
The Worst Pop Band Ever
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 8
Tarana
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 14
Tommy Banks and  
Tim Tamashiro
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 15
Samuel Blaser Quartet:  
Tribute to Jimmy Giuffre
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 21
Conference Call
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 22
Parker Abbott Trio
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 23
Laila Biali Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 28
Alon Nechustan Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 29
Willie Jones III Quintet
MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30

November...
November 4-12
10th Annual Yardbird Festival 
of Canadian Jazz

November 18 & 19
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES
Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne
CD Release
MEMBERS $28, GUESTS $32

November 20
Mallory Chipman CD Release
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

November 25
Rotem Sivan Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 26
Hal Garper Trio
MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30

November 27
Yardbird Suite Jazz Orchestra
Guest Conductor: Allen Jacobson 
Journeys: The Roads Taken
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 1:30 PM - SHOW 2 PM

december...
December 1
Brandi Disterheft Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

December 2
Turboprop
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

December 3
Walt Weiskopf/Peter Zak 
Quartet featuring Quincy Davis
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

December 9 & 10
A Perfectly Frank Christmas: 
Tommy Banks and  
Johnny Summers with the  
Don Berner Big Band
MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30

At a Glance...

Buy a Yardbird Suite pass to any five 
shows for $100. Pass is only good for 
current edition of our programme.

Buy a Tuesday Session season 
pass for $100. Valid for all Tuesday 
Sessions for one year from the date 
of purchase.

NEW!

Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com


