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If you are familiar with the jazz composition 
“Take the A Train”, then you know something 
about not only Duke Ellington, but also Billy 
“Sweet Pea” Strayhorn, its composer. Strayhorn 
joined Ellington’s band in 1939 at the age of 
twenty four. Ellington liked what he saw in Billy 
and took this shy, talented pianist under his 
wings. Neither one was sure what Strayhorn’s 
function in the band would be, but their musical 
talents had attracted each other. By the end of 
the year Strayhorn had become essential to the 
Duke Ellington Band; arranging, composing, 
sitting in at the piano. Billy made a rapid and 
almost complete assimilation of Ellington’s style 
and technique. It was diffi cult to discern where 
one’s style ended and the other’s began. The 
results of the Ellington-Strayhorn collaboration 
brought much joy to the jazz world.

Some of Strayhorn’s compositions are: “Chelsea 
Bridge”, “Day Dream”, “Johnny Come Lately”, “Rain 
Check” and “Clementine.” The pieces most 
frequently played are Ellington’s theme song, 
“Take the A Train” and Ellington’s signatory, 
“Lotus Blossom”.

November 29, 2015, would have been Billy 
Strayhorn’s 100th birthday. The Yardbird Suite 
All Stars present two nights of music to honour 
that event, bring attention to Strayhorn’s 
musical genius, and to showcase some of his 
legendary music. 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

YARDBIRD SUITE ALL STARS 
100th Anniversary of the Birth of Billy Strayhorn

when...
From Edmonton

FRI-SAT • MARCH 25 & 26
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Craig Brenan - trombone, arrangements
Doug Berner - trumpet
Jeremiah McDade - saxophones
Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

www.billystrayhorn.com
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THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Ryan Davidson Trio

Edmonton-based Ryan Davidson is a freelance 

guitarist who has performed and recorded 

professionally for more than 20 years. He holds 

a Master of Music in Jazz Studies Performance 

from the University of North Texas and in 2009, 

Ryan became the guitarist of the 6 time, Grammy 

nominated One O’clock Lab band. With the One 

O’clock, he shared the stage with jazz legends Dave 

Brubeck, James Carter, Eddie Gomez and George 

Garzone. In 2010, Ryan recorded “LAB 09” with 

the One O’clock for which the group received 2 

Grammy Nominations. In September of 2014, Ryan 

Davidson will be a featured guitarist on “Concerto 

for Folded Space”. This epic, programmatic album 

and sci-fi  novel was composed and authored by 

multiple Grammy nominated jazz composer, Steve 

Wiest.

Guest artists featured on this album also include 

3 members of the super group Chicago - James 

Pankow, Keith Howland and Jason Scheff, 

saxophonist Bob Mintzer and pianist Arlington 

Jones.

when...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • APRIL 1
MEMBERS $16
GUESTS $20
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ryan Davidson - guitar
Josh McHan- bass
Thom Bennett - drums



With a career of a half-century and counting, 

Steve Kuhn has earned his place as one of the 

most lyrical and affecting pianists in jazz, with an 

unfailingly beautiful touch and a sophisticated 

sense of swing. Kuhn was 22 years old when 

he joined the John Coltrane Quartet for a few 

unforgettable months in 1960. He went on to 

work with Stan Getz, Art Farmer, Oliver Nelson, 

Chet Baker, Coleman Hawkins, Sheila Jordan, 

Ornette Coleman and Miroslav Vitous, to name 

a few.  

The highlights of Kuhn’s extensive discography 

include a justly acclaimed series of recordings for 

the ECM label dating back to 1974. As a composer, 

Kuhn’s songbook is one of quality rather than 

quantity. He has revisited many pieces repeatedly 

over the years, revealing their depth anew with 

each fresh interpretation, like gems held up to 

different light.

After four decades with ECM Records, in March of 

this year Steve Kuhn will be releasing his newest 

CD on Sunnyside Records entitled “At This Time” 

featuring Steve Swallow on bass and Joey Baron 

on drums.

For this Yardbird Suite appearance, Kuhn will be 

performing with two New York stalwarts, David 

Wong on bass and Billy Drummond on drums.

As Kuhn continues to refi ne his sense of harmonic 

and rhythmic subtlety, his gift for melodic beauty, 

and his high ideal of collective interplay, he tours 

throughout the world. More than ever, he aims 

to make every note count. He says: “Music is all 

about conveying feelings to people. Whether it’s 

poignancy or elation, I’m going for the visceral 

response. For me, touching the heart is the 

bottom line.”

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Steve Kuhn Trio

www. yardbirdsuite.com    5

when...
From New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 2
MEMBERS $28
GUESTS $32
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Steve Kuhn - piano
David Wong - bass
Billy Drummond - drums

stevekuhnmusic.com



Based in New York City, 2013 Grammy nominated 

artist, pianist and composer Manuel Valera was 

born and raised in Havana, Cuba. Since arriving 

in New York, he has become well known in the 

modern jazz scene, garnering national reviews 

and lending his talents as a pianist and composer 

for such notable artists as Arturo Sandoval, 

Paquito D’Rivera, Brian Lynch, Dafnis Prieto, Jeff 

“Tain” Watts, John Benitez, Samuel Torres, Joel 

Frahm, and Yosvany Terry, among many others. 

One of his other groups, the New Cuban Express 

received a 2013 Grammy nomination in the Best 

Latin Jazz Album category for his 2012 recording 

“New Cuban Express”. This group explores and 

fuses the music of Cuba with jazz.  

The music of the Manuel Valera Trio is a refreshing 

take on Cuban music as well as interpretations of 

jazz standards and previously-recorded original 

compositions by Valera. It fuses elements of 

straight-ahead, Latin jazz and R&B to create a 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Manuel Valera Trio

when...
From New York

FRIDAY • APRIL 8
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Manuel Valera - piano
Hans Glawischnig - bass
E.J. Strickland - drums

manuelvalera.com

6   SPRING 2016

very personal sound with a broad appeal. The 

trio performing at the Yardbird Suite with Hans 

Glawischnig on bass and E.J. Strickland on drums 

can be heard on the group’s recent CD “Live at 

Firehouse 12”.
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March 22
The Syndicate

March 29
Andrew Glover Quartet

April 5
Mike Morrisseau Quartet

April 12
Celcius Quartet

April 19
The Fusionauts

April 26
Murray Wood Trio

May 3
Paul Johnston Trio

May 10
Marc Beaudin Coalition 
Quintet

May 17
Don Berner Trio

May 24
Jerrold Dubyk Quartet

May 31
Charlie Austin Trio

Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians 

arrive to play together on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour set from the featured band, 

followed by a jam session with selected musicians from the audience sitting in or taking the place of 

a member of the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz musicians to play together and network, and 

provide an opportunity to mentor the younger musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow 

their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrifi c opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert 

environment.

JAMMIN’

TUESDAY NIGHT SESSIONS – March - May, 2016

details...
TICKETS AT THE DOOR

MEMBERS & GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM 
SHOW 8 PM
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Winner of both fi rst prize and the Public’s Choice Award 

at the 2014 Montreux Jazz Festival International Guitar 

Competition, Alex Goodman has been hailed as “the 

next big thing in the jazz world” (CityTV News), “a defi nite 

musical voice” (Guitar International), “sophisticated and 

accomplished” (The Toronto Star), as well as “genius” 

(La Presse, Montreal).

Alex has toured extensively and has performed at 

such prestigious venues as the Kennedy Center in 

Washington, D.C., Massey Hall in Toronto, and ABC 

Studios in New York City. He has played and/or recorded 

with international jazz stars such as Charles Lloyd, Eric 

Harland, Dick Oatts, Ari Hoenig, John 

Patitucci, Rich Perry, and John Riley.

Alex is also the winner of the 2013 ASCAP Herb Alpert 

Jazz Composer Award, a JUNO nominee, and was 

recognized in the Ottawa Citizen article “Who Makes the 

Cutting Edge for Jazz in Canada?” He wrote a book of 

solo guitar etudes in 2012 and has written extensively 

for string quartet, philharmonic orchestra, big band and 

jazz ensembles. This performance will be a part of his 

2016 tour throughout North America and Europe.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Alex Goodman Quintet

when...
From Toronto/New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 9
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Matt Marantz - saxophone
Alex Goodman - guitar
Eden Ladin - piano
Rick Rosato - bass
Jimmy Macbride - drums

alexgoodmanmusic.com
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CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

David Braid and the Borealis String Quartet

Steinway Piano artist and multiple Juno award 
winning jazz composer David Braid has a new 
project that combines 500 years of Western music 
evolution and the power of spontaneity. 

Now working in a “Piano Quintet” format  of string 
quartet and piano, Braid’s new work seeks to 
“get under the skin” of audiences through highly 
sensual acoustic music that is driven by narrative, 
drama, nuance, and reckless abandon - all ordered 
in a fresh, accessible way without compromises to 
artistic depth. Following a recent premier in the 
United Kingdom, an audience member wrote: “It 
was simply breath-taking, there were times I was 
so transfi xed I forgot to breathe.” 

Inspired by Werner Herzog’s “Cave of Forgotten 
Dreams”, a central part of the evening’s program 
will consist of Braid’s “Chauvet”, a deeply nuanced 
work that expresses the astounding signifi cance 
behind the 32,000-year-old paintings recently 
discovered in central France.

Described by Paris-Transatlantic as “refreshingly 
uncategorizable”, Braid’s compositions are full 
of unexpected turns governed by structure - a 
musical characteristic which may have inspired 
the Halifax Chronicle-Herald to write, “If Mozart 
played jazz, he’d be David Braid.” 

Braid will unveil his new music throughout 2016-
2017 in the United Kingdom, Finland, Denmark, 
Norway, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Slovenia, Australia, China, 
and a daring tour in Arctic Canada.

when...
From Toronto/Vancouver

FRIDAY • APRIL 15
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

David Braid - piano
Patricia Shih - violin
Yuel Yawney - violin
Nikita Pogrebnoy - viola
Sungyong Lim - cello

davidbraid.com
borealisstringquartet.com



Having recently recorded his 
“Time and Tide” album in New 
York, clarinetist James Danderfer is 
bringing some of that NYC energy 
to Edmonton for one night. He has 
been nominated twice as “Best Jazz 
Clarinetist” in the National Jazz 
Awards. 

An active composer for over twenty 
years, Danderfer has recently won 
several awards internationally 
(including a LEO award) for his fi lm 
scoring work. Recent achievements 
include co-producing and scoring 
the fi lm “Bedbugs: A Musical Lover 
Story” which, among other prizes, was 
named Best Short Film at the 2014 
Edmonton International Film Festival. 
He also scored the new animated 
feature fi lm by Arcana Studios “Pixies”.

This high-calibre quintet features 
New York heavyweights including 
Edmonton native John Stetch on 
piano, Joel Ross on vibraphone 
(Christian McBride), Vicente Archer on 
bass (Robert Glasper, Nicholas Payton) 
and Vancouver’s Joe Poole on drums.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

James Danderfer Quintet featuring New York’s 
John Stetch and Vibraphonist Joel Ross

www. yardbirdsuite.com    11

when...
From Vancouver/New York

SATURDAY • APRIL 16
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

James Danderfer - clarinet
Joel Ross - vibes
John Stetch - piano
Vicente Archer - bass
Joe Poole - drums

jamesdanderfer.com
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Bassists/pianists David Friesen and Glen Moore 
take their rightful place among the great jazz 
duos. Their new Origin CD “Bactrian” fully supports 
Friesen’s belief that “this new recording represents 
something very special … not only representing 
some of what we both feel is the very best 
recorded music we have played together … 
but something else inside the notes that only 
happens when you must endure the wait of over 
50 years.” 

The recording, only their third duo recording 
over the last forty years, was the culmination 
of a recent European tour by the duo. Add the 
decade between their initial meeting in Seattle 
before their fi rst recording, 1977’s “In Concert” 
(Vanguard), and the total time they’ve been 
working together comes to 50 years. 

Named for the two-humped camel native to the 
steppes of central Asia, “Bactrian” offers ample 
new proof that these old friends continue to take 
great glee in surprising and challenging each 
other, their listeners, and themselves.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

David Friesen & Glen Moore

It has been quite a few years since either Friesen 
or Moore performed in Edmonton. It is a pleasure 
to welcome these two multi-award winning 
bassists back to the Yardbird Suite.

when...
From Portland/Arizona

FRIDAY • APRIL 22
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

David Friesen – bass and piano
Glen Moore – bass and piano

davidfriesen.net 

“Bassist David Friesen is a phenomenon, a 
player whose musicianship, tone, time and 

imagination are uncategorizable.” 
- Nat Hentoff
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Brett Hansen is an Edmonton-based guitar 
player and composer who exudes passion in 
his performance. He is a graduate of MacEwan 
University’s Bachelor of Music program, where he 
majored in guitar performance and studied with 
Juno-nominated Jim Head, amongst others. He 
has also studied with renowned guitar players 
including Rez Abbasi, Matthew Stevens, and Pete 
McCann.

The Brett Hansen Trio skilfully marries modern 
and traditional jazz to create a unique and 
compelling sound. Brett’s compositions are very 
intricate and guitaristic, and within them one can 
hear the infl uences of jazz guitarists like Gilad 
Hekselman and Jim Hall. The group’s repertoire 
features atmospheric vocal parts and lyrics on 
select compositions and arrangements which 
help establish a mood and communicate a story 
to the audience, and there is no better person 
in Alberta than Mallory Chipman to bring these 
parts to life.

This group is looking forward to its Yardbird Suite 
debut!

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Brett Hansen Trio featuring Mallory Chipman

when...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • APRIL 23
MEMBERS $16
GUESTS $20
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Brett Hansen - guitar
Mallory Chipman - voice
Murray Wood - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

bretthansenguitar.com
mallorychipman.com
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A rising star of Alberta’s jazz scene and 

perpetual student of the saxophone, John 

Sweenie will be bringing the music of 

Chris Potter’s Underground to the Yardbird 

Suite. You will be hearing both original 

compositions of the New York-based super-

band, as well as some arrangements of 

familiar pop standards.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

John Sweenie Quartet
The Music of Chris Potter’s Underground

when...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • APRIL 29
MEMBERS $16
GUESTS $20
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Sweenie - tenor saxophone
Peter Belec - guitar
Chris Andrew - Fender Rhodes
Sandro Dominelli - drums



Destined to be among the great virtuosos of jazz, 

Thomas Chapin, an alto sax and flute master, was 

nearing the pinnacle of his meteoric rise when 

leukemia took him at the age of 40 in 1998. Though 

fame and world recognition have eluded him despite 

the mark he left on jazz in the 1980s and 1990s, 

his passionate life and incandescent music remain 

unforgettable to fans who knew him and musicians 

who played with him. His music continues to inspire 

a new generation of artists and musicians who have 

discovered him since his death.

Chapin performed in Edmonton on several occasions 

in the 1990s, presenting concerts that remain indelibly 

etched in the memories of those who were fortunate 

enough to attend them.

The new 2016 documentary “Thomas Chapin, 

Night Bird Song” draws an intimate portrait of this 

musical explorer who pushed and transcended the 

boundaries of jazz and dissolved the distinctions 

between sound and music. Because of this film, he will 

no longer be only a footnote in jazz. His indelible mark 

will be known.

The film was produced by his sister-in-law, Emmy 

Award-winning filmmaker, Stephanie J. Castillo. This is 

her 10th documentary.

YARDBIRD SUITE FILM PRESENTATION

Thomas Chapin, Night Bird Song

when...
SATURDAY 
APRIL 30
MEMBERS $6
GUESTS $10
DOORS 7 PM 
SHOW 8 PM

Director: Stephanie J. Castillo
Country: USA
Runtime: two parts, 150 min

thomaschapinfi lm.com

www. yardbirdsuite.com     15
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Uri Gurvich Quartet

Saxophonist and composer Uri Gurvich was a member of the Tel Aviv Jazz 

Orchestra and won the Jazz Player of the Year competition in his native Israel 

before coming to the Berklee College of Music in Boston, where he studied with 

Joe Lovano and Hal Crook. Now based in New York, Gurvich won great acclaim 

as a bandleader with his debut album “The Storyteller” (Tzadik), featuring some 

of the most prominent voices on the contemporary jazz scene - Leo Genovese, 

Peter Slavov, Francisco Mela, and special guest Chris Cheek. All Music Guide called 

Gurvich “a major new voice in jazz”.

Gurvich’s second album “BabEl”, features his quartet plus Moroccan multi-

instrumentalist Brahim Fribgane on oud and percussion. The Los Angeles Times 

wrote that the music “transcends borders,” placing Israeli, Yemenite, East European, 

and North African music into a progressive jazz context.  

For his return visit to the Yardbird Suite, Uri and his quartet will present new 

material from their upcoming album, which was recorded recently in New York City.

“Jazz is an indigenous American art form, 
but it is also a thoroughly global enterprise. 
And few of the music’s practitioners em-
body its universality more completely than 
saxophonist Uri Gurvich.”

- Downbeat
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when...
From Israel/New York

FRIDAY • MAY 6
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Uri Gurvich - alto saxophone
Nitzan Gavrieli - piano
Sam Minaie - bass
Francisco Mela - drums

urigurvich.com



The Nick Fraser/Tony Malaby/Kris Davis Trio is 

a new group featuring compositions by the 

leader and improvised pieces by the trio. They 

released their debut “Too Many Continents” 

on the Portuguese Clean Feed Records label 

in 2015.

Nick Fraser (leader, drums, compositions) has 

been an active and engaging presence in 

the Toronto new jazz and improvised music 

community for over twenty years. He has 

performed with a veritable “who’s who” of 

Canadian jazz and improvised music and with 

such international artists as Donny McCaslin, 

Marilyn Crispell, Anthony Braxton and David 

Binney. For ten years, he co-led the group 

Drumheller, which released four critically 

acclaimed recordings. 

18   SPRING 2016

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Nick Fraser/Tony Malaby/
Kris Davis Trio

when...
From Toronto/New York

SATURDAY • MAY 7
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Nick Fraser - drums
Tony Malaby - saxophone
Kris Davis - pianos

nickfraserthedrummer.com
tonymalaby.net
krisdavis.net

Born in Vancouver, raised in Calgary, and a New 

York resident since 2001, Davis has truly come 

into her own as a leading presence in New 

York City -- and particularly Brooklyn-based -- 

creative jazz. She has blossomed as one of the 

singular talents on the New York jazz scene, a 

deeply thoughtful, resolutely individual artist 

who offers “uncommon creative adventure,” 

according to Jazz Times.

Originally from Tucson, Arizona, saxophonist 

Tony Malaby has been based in New York since 

1995 where he has been a member of many 

notable jazz groups including Charlie Haden’s 

Liberation Music Orchestra, Paul Motian’s 

Electric Bebop Band, Fred Hersch’s quintet, and 

bands of his own.
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Holophonor

Holophonor is a collaboration of seven of 

today’s most dynamic young musicians 

from the U.S. and South America. Their 

performances feature original music from 

each member as well as works written 

collectively. The group combines imaginative 

compositions with improvisational freedom 

while focusing on staying accessible to the 

listener. 

The members of Holophonor met in 2012 

after being selected to attend the prestigious 

Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz Performance 

at UCLA, where they studied under the 

guidance of jazz greats including Herbie 

Hancock and Wayne Shorter. Over the past 

four years, Holophonor has performed in some 

of the most prestigious venues and music 

festivals around the world.

The members of Holophonor are very excited 

to announce that they have recently recorded 

when...
From New York

FRIDAY • MAY 13
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Josh Johnson - alto saxophone
Mike Cottone - trumpet
Miro Sprague - piano
Dave Robaire - bass
Jonathan Pinson - drums

holophonormusic.com

their second CD with jazz legend and mentor, 

Wayne Shorter in the role of the producer. 

Five members of the group will be performing 

songs from that disc as well as their 2014 self-

titled release.



Drummer/ bandleader Lorca Hart has been at 

the forefront of the West Coast jazz scene for the 

last 17 years - over a decade spent in Los Angeles, 

and for the last fi ve years in the San Francisco 

Bay area. After performing and/or recording with 

a veritable who’s who of the premier players on 

the West Coast - John Heard, Bobby Hutcherson, 

Ralph Moore, Carmen Lundy, Freddie Hubbard, 

Stanley Jordan, Hugh Masekela, Jackie Ryan and 

Azar Lawrence to name a few - Hart felt it was 

time to present his own project - the Lorca Hart 

Trio - and consequently his debut recording as a 

leader “Recollections”.

The Lorca Hart Trio features some of the most 

sought after players on the West Coast scene - 

pianist Josh Nelson and bassist Edwin Livingston. 

Josh was the long-time pianist of choice for 

Natalie Cole, and he has also performed with 

the likes of Sara Gazarek, Anthony Wilson, Tom 

Scott and Dave Koz. He has released fi ve critically 

acclaimed recordings under his own name. Edwin 

has worked with a vast array of artists including 

Natalie Cole, Melody Gardot, Elvin Jones, members 

of the Marsalis family and Sadao Watanabe. Both 

Josh and Edwin are bandleaders, composers, and 

educators in their own right. 

The Lorca Hart Trio, while rooted in the straight-

ahead jazz tradition, forges ahead by also 

exploring more contemporary songs, sounds, and 

structures.

20   SPRING 2016

when...
From California

SATURDAY • MAY 14
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Lorca Hart - drums
Josh Nelson - piano
Edwin Livingston - bass

lorcahart.com

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Lorca Hart Trio
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Tim Williams’ career began in the coffee houses of 

Southern California in the mid-1960s and continues 

today around the world from his home base on the 

Canadian Prairies. Tim has played festivals, folk clubs, 

concert halls and roadhouses from Rabat, Morocco, 

to Melbourne, Australia, and from Dawson City, 

Yukon Territory to Zihuatanejo, Mexico, all to huge 

acclaim. 

His guitar skills are frequently compared to Ry 

Cooder and David Lindley (and like them, Tim 

plays a wealth of other string instruments), and 

his songwriting has won praise from the likes of 

Tom Russel and Willie Nelson. A string of Maple 

Blues Award nominations (Toronto Blues Society), 

three JUNO award nominations, fi ve Betty Mitchell 

Awards for composition/musical direction in 

theatre, and roughly a dozen awards from Real 

Blues magazine (as artist, guitarist, producer) 

attest to the high caliber of his work. Tim was also 

honoured as Guitarist of the Year for 2012 by the 

Calgary Blues Music Association. 

Tim’s win at the International Blues Challenge in 

Memphis in 2014 as Best Solo or Duo and as Best 

Guitarist (solo or duo), are just the latest accolades 

in a career entering its fi fth decade. Tim’s blend of 

passionate, soulful vocals and awe-inspiring chops 

on a number of instruments including fi nger-style 

and slide guitar, mandolin and Hawaiian guitar 

(among others), along with his wry sense of humor 

and deep knowledge of blues and roots music, 

continue to win fans everywhere he plays. Tim’s 

newest CD So Low (LowdenProud Records) is #11 

on CKUA’s Top 30.

Appearing with Tim is one of the fi nest blues 

harp players in the country, singer/songwriter Al 

Lerman.  His harmonica and saxophone playing 

have garnered him several Maple Blues Award  

nominations. He is founder and leader of the two 

time JUNO Award winning blues outfi t Fathead. 

When Fathead is not on the road, Al can be found 

working with a variety of top notch musicians, and 

performing as a solo artist. He has appeared on 

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Tim Williams with Al Lerman

when...
From Calgary/Havelock, Ontario

FRI & SAT • MAY 20 & 21
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tim Williams - guitar, slide guitar, mandolin, cigar 
box guitar, vocals 
Al Lerman - harmonica, guitar, vocals

cayusemusic.com
allermanmusic.com
fathead.biz

critically acclaimed recordings by artists such as 

Morgan Davis, Rita Chiarelli, Mel Brown and Little 

Mack Simmons and is currently working on a solo 

project. Lerman plays with sizzle and a lot of soul. His 

downhome blues shoot straight from the heart.



Jeri Brown’s performances explore music from 

her latest album while presenting brand new 

arrangements exhibiting her elegant style and 

rhythmically-driven distinct musical vision. 

Like Betty Carter, Brown approaches a song 

as an instrument and makes her own musical 

path. “I take a song and work it in my own way. 

I love the challenge of a musical moment, the 

immediacy of it.” 

Committed to the legacy of vocal jazz, Ms. 

Brown’s performances fi ll the historical 

spectrum of classic American songbook 

themes, original jazz compositions, and 

contemporary world themes with intense vocal 

improvisations, and include collaborations with 

diverse, legendary jazz artists.

Brown’s stunning career of accomplishments 

include six Juno nominations and a 2013 

Grammy-submitted album “Echoes” for best 

jazz vocal and best jazz album. 

Experience the jazz vocal artistry and 

trademark improvisational style of Jeri Brown 

in an exceptional performance.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Jeri Brown

22   SPRING 2016

when...
From Montreal/Las Vegas/Calgary/Edmonton

FRI & SAT • MAY 27 & 28
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jeri Brown - vocals
Woody Woods - piano
Rubim De Toledo - bass
Sandro Dominelli- drums

jeribrown.com

“Jeri Brown has one of those voices you could listen 
to all night - so well-focused, so full of energy, so 
pensive one moment and so in the groove in the next 
moment. Brown is an innovator who brings several 
elements of the jazz vocal canon together under one 
roof shaping it into something for people that like 
performance. Letting you know right out of the box 
that she’s not here to provide dinner music, Brown 
isn’t afraid to let her presence be known.”

- Grady Harp
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Shields Johnston Fielding started as an all-star 

kitchen jam in 2008 that has now evolved 

into a polished original outfi t. Pushing the 

boundaries of traditional jazz composition 

through an exploratory approach, the trio’s 

sound pulls listeners into lush, smoky ballads, 

driving grooves, and soaring melodies. SJF 

draws on infl uences as diverse as Brazilian folk 

music, Stravinsky, Bach and the music of West 

Africa. The players share a deep commitment 

to a warm and intimate sound. Audiences 

become acutely aware of their joy and 

camaraderie during live performances.

SJF’s musical journey is documented on their 

three CDs. Their latest, soon to be released, 

album reveals their interest in Brazilian, 

American folk, and West African musical 

traditions. Their 2010 release “Bits and Pieces” 

included two horns and voice and reveals 

inspiration from the classical tradition from 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Shields Johnston Fielding Trio

when...
From Hamilton/Toronto

FRIDAY • JUNE 3
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Bob Shields - guitar
Clark Johnston - bass
Adam Fielding - drums

Bach to Bartok as well as drawing many 

interesting rhythmic aspects of world music 

traditions. Their inaugural 2010 release “A 

Road Forgotten” has the trio exploring the 

potential of the contemporary guitar trio, one 

in which the textures of acoustic and electric 

instruments, and soundscape effects are 

explored with great success.



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

ALL SHOWS BEGIN AT 8PM (DOORS OPEN AT 7PM)
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

Mar ch...
March 25 & 26
Yardbird Suite All Stars  - 
100th Anniversary of the birth 
of Billy Strayhorn
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

April...
April 1
Ryan Davidson Trio
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

April 2
Steve Kuhn Trio
MEMBERS $28, GUESTS $32

April 8
Manuel Valera Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 9
Alex Goodman Quintet
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

April 15
David Braid and the Borealis 
String Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 16
James Danderfer Quintet
Featuring New York’s John Stetch 
And Vibraphonist Joel Ross
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 22
David Friesen & Glen Moore
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

APRIL 23
Brett Hansen Trio Featuring 
Mallory Chipman
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

APRIL 29
John Sweenie Quartet
The Music of Chris Potter’s 
Underground
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

April 30
YARDBIRD SUITE FILM 
PRESENTATION - Thomas 
Chapin, Night Bird Song
MEMBERS $6, GUESTS $10

May...
May 6
Uri Gurvich Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 7
Nick Fraser/Tony Malaby/Kris 
Davis Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 13
Holophonor
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 14
Lorca Hart Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

May 20 & 21
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES
Tim Williams with Al Lerman
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

May 27 & 28
Jeri Brown
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

June...
June 3
Shields Johnston Fielding Trio
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

At a Glance...


