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Categorizing her diverse sound is a difficult 
proposition. Tara Kannangara’s preferred tag 
is “Groove-Based Indie Jazz,” for elements of 
melodic indie pop are seamlessly meshed with 
fresh jazz grooves. Similarly, the mellow feel of her 
trumpet playing neatly complements the subtle 
nuances of her unaffected vocal style. 

Growing up in Chilliwack, she studied classical 
piano and singing from an early age. She was 
active in musical theatre and choirs, then picked 
up the trumpet in high school, concentrating on 
classical before later moving into jazz. Tara studied 
at the University of Victoria and concentrated on 
classical trumpet and vocals; later, Tara moved to 
Toronto to pursue jazz studies at the University 
of Toronto where she came into her own as a 
performer and songwriter. 

As a bandleader, Kannangara has quickly made a 
splash on the Toronto jazz scene. She has become 
a regular fixture at jazz hub The Rex via well-
received residencies and a Toronto Jazz Festival 
gig there this summer. Tara has also had a chance 
to shine south of the border. This summer she 
performed a full set of reimagined music made 
famous by Ella Fitzgerald for a Smithsonian 
Institute tribute in Washington D.C., dazzling the 
crowd with both her playing and singing. She also 

Tara Kannangara Quintet
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DOUBLE BILL

when...
From Toronto & Edmonton

friday • NOVEMBEr 6
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tara Kannangara QuinTeT
Tara Kannangara - trumpet, vocals
Colin Story - guitar
Chris Pruden - piano
Julian Anderson-Bowes - bass
Mackenzie Longpre – drums

tarakannangara.com

Tom Van SeTerS Trio
Tom Van Seters - piano
Jim Vivian - bass
Anthony Michelli - drums
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had gigs in Baltimore, Brooklyn, and New York 
City’s Jazz Gallery.

Tara has had the opportunity to work and 
perform with leading international jazz artists, 
including Esperanza Spalding, Theo Bleckmann, 
Tim Hagans, Ran Blake, Donny McCaslin, Tim Ries, 
Kirk MacDonald, Andrew Downing, and Elizabeth 
Shepherd.

Tom Van Seters Trio
Jazz pianist and composer Tom Van Seters 
has been an active member of the Canadian 
music scene for more than twenty-five years. 

He has performed in a wide variety of settings 
and collaborated with some of Canada’s most 
renowned musicians.

A full time professor of music at MacEwan 
University in Edmonton, Tom’s academic 
credentials include a Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree in Performance from the University of 
Toronto.

Tom will be performing works from his latest 
CD entitled “Variables” recorded in Toronto 
with internationally renowned musicians Jim 
Vivian on bass and Anthony Michelli on drums. 
This paired down trio setting showcases Tom’s 
strengths both as pianist and composer.
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Audrey Ochoa is one of Edmonton’s most prolific 
trombone players. Immersing herself in the world 
of jazz, pop and world music, Audrey blends 
together the conventions of each, creating a fresh 
tapestry of sound. Audrey is a born and raised 
Edmontonian who has had the opportunity to 
play with such notables as Tito Nieves, Bobby 
Allende, Dan Aykroyd, Lew Tebackin and local 
heroes, Chris Andrew, Tommy Banks and Mike 
Lent to name a few. Audrey has toured Mexico 
and Canada and has appeared at numerous 
festivals, including the Festival International 
de Jazz de Montreal. Most recently, Audrey has 
released her first album “Trombone and Other 
Delights” which debuted at #1 on the !earshot 
jazz charts early in 2014.

Audrey will be joined by 
percussionist Luis Tovar and 
bassist Paul Johnston for 
a set of exciting new 
compositions and 
intimate re-inventions.

Audrey Ochoa

DOUBLE BILL

when...
From Edmonton & Vancouver

suNday • NOVEMBEr 7
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

audrey ochoa
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Paul Johnston - bass
Luis Tovar – percussion

audreyochoa.com

daVid BlaKe Trio
David Blake - guitar
James Meger - bass
Joe Poole – drums

davidblakejazz.com
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David Blake Trio
This trio, led by guitarist David Blake, mixes 
beautiful original compositions with 
contemporary interpretations of jazz standards 
and a hint of free improv. This past summer, the 
trio performed at the Festival International de 
Jazz de Montreal where they were nominated 
for group of the year and composition of the 
year as part of the TD Montreal Grand Prix. 
Canadian guitar master Bill Coon produced 
their artful debut album

“David Blake brings an amazing ability to turn classic influences such as Jim 
Hall and John Scofield into a unique artistic vision for a natural evolution in 
modern jazz guitar.” - criticaljazz.com
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Zack Lober’s The Ancestry Project is a live music 
and visual performance for jazz quintet and 
turntables based on the personal and musical 
history of his family as told to him by his Zaida 
(Yiddish for grandfather), Hyman Herman.

The music for The Ancestry Project was created 
based on a series of recorded interviews Zack 
conducted with his Zaida who was born in 
Poland 90 years ago to a Jewish musical family in 
a town known then as Borshov. As a young child, 
his family fled the climate of rising anti-Semitism 
to settle in the new world of North America 
where they ultimately ended up in Montreal. 
Both Hyman and his brother Benny followed 
in their father’s footsteps to pursue careers in 
music. Hyman raised his family by holding down 
a day job and leading commercial bands in the 
evenings and weekends. His love for music led 
him to seek out the best musicians he could 
find, including young up and coming players 
who would go on to become some of Canada’s 
greatest jazz figures like Oscar Peterson, Paul Bley, 
and Maynard Ferguson. 

Zack Lober: The Ancestry Project
The show takes us through Hyman’s life by 
integrating his recorded narratives directly into 
the compositions which are also accompanied by 
visual projections directly related to the subject 
matter.

when...
From Montreal/New York

suNday • NOVEMBEr 8
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Zack Lober - bass, turntables
David Binney - alto sax
Chet Doxas - tenor sax
Jacob Sacks - piano
Nate Wood – drums

zacklober.com
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Hookloop when...
From Edmonton

tuEsday • NOVEMBEr 10
MEMBERS $5
GUESTS $5
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tyson Kerr - vocals, keyboards
Mo Lefever - guitar
Daniel Etoroma - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

River City Big Band’s Christmas show has played to sold out theatres in the past, and we’re sure that 
audiences are going to love them again. With members who share a common enthusiasm for big band 
jazz, River City Big Band performs everything from classics to modern hits. The show is jam-packed 
with jazzy favorites that are sure to get your toes tapping and fill your heart with holiday wonder. 
Celebrating their landmark 20th season, the members of River City Big Band play together for the sheer 
exhilaration of making music - let their enthusiasm and Christmas spirit sweep you away!

River City Big Band • Yardbird Suite •  Thursday December 17
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Mallory Chipman is an innovative 
jazz vocalist, arranger, and composer 
based in Edmonton. At an early age, 
Mallory was drawn to the beautiful 
world of lyrics and harmony, so she 
began studying voice, piano, and 
musical theatre. As she grew older, 
she explored numerous genres, 
ranging from classical opera to 
blues-rock, but found that her calling 
was in jazz. Since then, she has put 
her performance and songwriting 
skills to work as a professional 
musician, frequently gigging in 
Edmonton and its surrounding area. 

Some highlights from Mallory’s 
career include performing sold out 
shows in both the 2014 and 2015 
TD Edmonton International Jazz 
Festival, singing back-up vocals for 
the legendary rock group, Heart, on 

Mallory Chipman  
Quartet

when...
From Edmonton

WEdNEsday • NOVEMBEr 11
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Mallory Chipman - vocals
Brett Hansen - guitar
Mike Lent - bass
Jamie Cooper – drums

mallorychipman.com

their 2014 Rockin’ Heavin tour, and travelling all 
the way to Dublin, Ireland, to make her overseas 
debut at the 2014 International Leonard Cohen 
Event. 

Mallory graduated with the Dean’s Medal 
of Academic Excellence from MacEwan 
University with a Bachelor of Music in Jazz 
and Contemporary Music, and she has studied 
privately with internationally acclaimed jazz 
singer, Cyrille Aimee. She is currently preparing 
for the release of her debut album.
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Sure-footed swing, sweet-toned harmony and 
ever-insouciant charm are embodied in the new 
jazz vocal trio Duchess, featuring notable New 
York-based singers Amy Cervini, Hilary Gardner 
and Melissa Stylianou.  Blending the classic and 
the contemporary DUCHESS has quickly earned 
a reputation for beautiful singing and big fun at 
the group’s shows of “girl-on-girl harmony,” as 
the three so saucily put it. The New York-based 
threesome made its debut on record with the 
eponymous Duchess, released by Anzic Records 
in February 2015. The album channels the 1930s 
inspiration of the virtuosic Boswell Sisters into a 
wonderfully entertaining package. 

Duchess

when...
From New York/Toronto/Calgary

tHursday • NOVEMBEr 12
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Amy Cervini - vocals
Hilary Gardner - vocals
Melissa Stylianou - vocals
Michael Cabe - piano
Matt Aronoff - bass
Jon McCaslin – drums

duchesstrio.com
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GHT begins rooted in tradition and launches 
into the unexpected appealing to more than 
just your average jazz listener. They’ve rallied 
impromptu dance parties with hippies on Salt 
Spring Island, elated elementary school students 
and festival audiences from St. John’s to the 
Yukon. They incorporate influences from Duke 
Ellington to Otis Redding, from Ornette Coleman 
to Black Sabbath, from Webern to Kermit the 
Frog, blending them seamlessly into a purely 
enjoyable ride. Prepare yourself for some rock 
and roll raunch, classic post-bop, and one of the 
catchiest pop tunes you’ll ever hear.

Hearing GHT’s music is only one aspect of their 
considerable talents. Taking the term ‘multi-
tasking’ to the extreme, each member masterfully 
contributes on numerous instruments to produce 
a sound much larger than your average trio... even 
if it means playing more than one instrument at 
once! Nathan Hiltz expertly synchronizes his 
seductive guitar styling while driving steadfast 
time feel with socked feet across the bass pedals. 

Griffith Hiltz Trio

DOUBLE BILL

when...
From Toronto/Edmonton

friday • NOVEMBEr 13
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

griFFiTh hilTZ Trio
Nathan Hiltz - guitar, bass pedals
Johnny Griffith - sax, bass clarinet
Morgan Childs - drums

griffithhiltztrio.com

meliSSa lauren QuarTeT
Melissa Lauren - vocals
Nathan Hiltz - guitar
Morgan Childs - drums
Paul Johnston – bass

melissalaurenmusic.ca
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Johnny Griffith arms himself with every horn in 
his arsenal – sometimes simultaneously. Together 
they prove there is no limit to their imagination. 
For this tour, Morgan Childs replaces regular GHT 
drummer Sly Juhas.

Melissa Lauren Quartet
Toronto-based singer Melissa Lauren has 
smoothly made the transition from veteran 
swing “crooness” to charting songwriter. With a 
strong influence in jazz and blues, Melissa has 
developed an original style of her own melding 
together old school sounds with modern flare. 
Having just wrapped up her recent recording 
project “Your Mess” will be released in October, 
2015.

The singer’s love for swing and jazz music began 
when she started performing with the Toronto 
All-Star Big Band; she continued singing with 
them until 2004. She had the opportunity 
to work with and open for many wonderful 
musicians: Jeff Healey, Gordon Lightfoot, Ranee 
Lee, Tommy Ambrose, Peter Appleyard, Buddy 
DeFranco, Jackie Richardson, and Clark Terry 
to name a few.   She has performed as part of 
the Toronto Downtown Jazz Festival, Beaches 
International Jazz Festival, Markham Jazz 
Festival and Oakville International Jazz Festival 
as well as Canadian Music Week. 

For the upcoming album, Melissa took on 
a producing roll as well as songwriting. The 
outcome is a quirky, more playful sound 
that tests an interesting balance of darker 
harmonies and theatrical grooves, coupled with 
the singer’s signature delicate word inflections.
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DOUBLE BILL

when...
From Vancouver/Edmonton

saturday • NOVEMBEr 14
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

STarT/deparT
Mo Lefever -guitar
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Shantel Koenig - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

andrea SuperSTein
Andrea Superstein - vocals
Jillian Lebeck - piano
Rene Worst - bass
Niko Friesen – drums

andreasuperstein.com
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Start/Depart
Originally hailing from Medicine Hat, guitarist 
Mo Lefever has been a formidable presence 
on Edmonton’s thriving arts scene for 20 years. 
Throughout diverse musical situations ranging 
from big band jazz to funk and disco, she has 
been fortunate to collaborate and establish 
a musical bond with her amazing pals Bob, 
Shantel and Thom. Start/Depart is a project 
devoted to exploring a conjunction of texture 
and mounds of sounds! The group’s aim is 
to play original groove-based tunes that will 
anchor extended improvisations and highlight 
the creative and unique personalities of each 
band member. At times, it may be reminiscent 
of a musical circus - Quirk du Soleil!



Andrea Superstein
Montreal-born, Vancouver-based artist Andrea 
Superstein celebrates the release of her 
sophomore album “What Goes On”. This quirky, 
arty, pop-jazz tour de force sees her teamed 
up with Juno-winning producer Les Cooper 
and is released on Vancouver’s esteemed Cellar 
Live imprint. It’s a collection of interestingly 
arranged standards, thoughtful originals and 
unique pop songs, marked by nods to jazz, trip 
hop and modern indie.  

Super, as she is known by most, made her 
debut at the 2010 Vancouver International 
Jazz Festival where she was nominated 
for the Galaxie Rising Star Award. She has 
subsequently studied with Gretchen Parlato 
and Sara Gazarek and shared the stage on a 
triple bill with Canadian heavyweights Laila 
Biali and Brandi Disterheft. She’s got the goods 
to impress vocal jazz aficionados and the heart 
and soul to reel in music loves abound. Think 
Amy Winehouse meets Portishead meets Sarah 
Vaughan.
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EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2
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November 6-14, 2014

ninth annual

all sHOWs BEgiN at 8pM (dOOrs OpEN at 7pM)
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

November 6 - double Bill
Tara Kannangara Quintet
Tom Van Seters Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 7 - double Bill
Audrey Ochoa
David Blake Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 8
Zack Lober: The Ancestry 
Project
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 10
Tuesday Night Session
Hookloop
MEMBERS $5, GUESTS $5

November 11
Mallory Chipman Quartet
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

November 12
Duchess
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 13 - double Bill
Griffith Hiltz Trio
Melissa Lauren Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 14 - double Bill
Start/Depart
Andrea Superstein
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

gEt fEstiVal passEs tO all sHOWs iNCludiNg tuEsday 
NigHt sEssiON, fOr ONly $89! passEs aVailaBlE fOr 

salE at tHE yardBird suitE BOX OffiCE.


