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Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of members of the Edmonton Jazz Society (1973) 
will be held at the Yardbird Suite, 11 Tommy Banks Way, Edmonton, Alberta, on Thursday, October 22, 2015 
at 7:00 PM for the purpose of:

1.  Receiving the report of the president; 

2.   Receiving and considering the report of the treasurer of the Society for the fiscal year ended July 31, 
2015 including the appointment of the auditors for the coming year; 

3.  Election of the board of directors and officers of the Society; 

4.   The transition of such further business as may properly come before the meeting or any 
adjournment thereof.

Further information regarding the business to be discussed at the annual general meeting can be 
obtained by contacting the Yardbird Suite at telephone 780-432-0428. Dated at the city of Edmonton, 
in the Province of Alberta, this first day of September, 2015
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A product of Edmonton Jazz Festival 
Society’s live performance initiative, the 
Edmonton Jazz Collective (EJC) unites a 
group of professional jazz instrumentalists 
in a unique ensemble that showcases its 
members’ individual voices. EJC musicians 
are regular performers in the city’s jazz 
scene and span a variety of demographics, 
from seasoned veterans to new post-
secondary performance graduates. 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Edmonton Jazz Collective

when...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 18
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Dave Morgan - trumpet
Kent Sangster - saxophones
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Mallory Chipman - vocals
Brett Hansen - guitar
Andrew Glover - piano
Paul Johnston - bass
Mark Segger - drums
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From Chicago, four modern jazz artists coming 

together to weave their stories, intertwine their 

art and push forward in new directions. The 

Spin Quartet is a vehicle for saxophonist Geof 

Bradfield, trumpeter Chad McCullough, bassist 

Clark Sommers, and drummer Dana Hall to 

seamlessly blend their work as composers and 

instrumentalists of the highest calibre.

This is music with purpose, sound with intent. 

Forward-looking melodic sensibility steeped 

in tradition. The in-the-moment dialog brings 

listeners to the edge, caught up in the group’s 

discourse. A large part of that rapport stems 

from the members working together over the 

last decade in various circles, coming together in 

late 2011 to form the quartet. The group recently 

performed at the Chicago Jazz Festival, and is 

celebrating the release of their album “In Circles” 

from Origin Records.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

The Spin Quartet

when...
From Chicago

SATURDAY • SEPTEMBER 19
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Chad McCullough - trumpet
Geof Bradfield - tenor saxophone
Clark Sommers - bass
Dana Hall - drums and cymbals

www.spinquartet.com



Returning together to the Yardbird Suite for the first time 

in six years, we are pleased to present brothers Pat and Joe 

La Barbera for two special nights of top-notch jazz. Both 

nights will include riveting, high energy jazz, featuring 

the “heavyweight” talents of Pat on saxophone and the 

internationally-respected Joe on drums. 

They will be joined by Chris Andrew on piano and Paul 

Johnston on bass. 

Pat La Barbera is considered one of the finest saxophone 

soloists working within the framework of John Coltrane’s 

principles. The connection was most obvious when he 

worked with Elvin Jones which began in 1975. He is also 

known for his big band work with Buddy Rich, Louis 

Bellson and Woody Herman. Besides leading his own 

groups, Pat has been on the faculty at Humber College 

in Toronto for over 30 years where he has played a major 

role in the development of a generation of Canadian 

saxophonists.

Joe La Barbera is regarded by his peers as a musical 

drummer and a supportive accompanist. Jazz great Bill 

Evans summed it up best when he said that “Joe is very 

dedicated to playing quality music. He’s a top soloist and 

he does the right thing at the right time.” After college, 

Joe worked with Woody Herman and Chuck Mangione, 

freelanced in New York and spent a couple of years with 

the Bill Evans Trio. Currently residing in Los Angeles, Joe is 

involved in a wide range of music locally, nationally and 

internationally. Since 1993, Joe has been on the faculty of 

California Institute for the Arts.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

La Barbera Brothers Quartet
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when...
From Los Angeles/Toronto/Edmonton

FRI & SAT • SEPTEMBER 25-26
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Pat La Barbera - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Paul Johnston - bass
Joe La Barbera - drums

jazzcompass.com



Tara Davidson is a multi-Juno Award nominated 

alto and soprano saxophonist who has performed 

around the world. Davidson has produced four 

recordings as a leader since 2003 and performed 

on over twenty recordings as a side person. 

Davidson’s sophomore CD “Code Breaking” 

was nominated for a JUNO Award in 2007 for 

“Traditional Jazz Album of the Year”. 

In the fall of 2014, she released her fourth 

recording as a leader, “Tara Davidson: Duets”, 

featuring Mike Murley, David Braid, Trevor Hogg, 

Andrew Downing, David Occhipinti and Laila Biali.

Tara is joined on this tour by three of Toronto’s 

finest jazz musicians. One of them, Mike Murley, 

is her most significant musical influence and one 

of her undergraduate teachers. Guitarist David 

Ochhipinti and bassist/cellist Andrew Downing 

are both outstanding musicians who have 

   appeared at the Yardbird 

Suite on numerous 

occasions.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Tara Davidson Duets and Quartet

when...
From Toronto

FRIDAY • OcTOBER 2
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tara Davidson - alto and soprano saxophone
Mike Murley - saxophones
David Occhipinti - guitar
Andrew Downing - bass and cello

taradavidson.ca
6   FALL 2015



Wil Blades and Scott Amendola conjure various 

sonic deities though only a duo. Their live shows 

have been generating a buzz around the Bay Area. 

The two got their start as a group when Scott 

had the vision of performing Duke Ellington’s “Far 

East Suite” in duo with Wil. While quite a daunting 

task translating a suite (originally written for a 

big band) into duo, the Hammond organ had 

previously been used in the 1940’s and 1950’s 

to emulate the sound of big bands. With Wil’s 

knowledge of this tradition and Scott’s desire 

to push boundaries, they were able to pull it off 

in an explorative, yet cohesive manner. The duo 

continues to perform the Ellington suite in their 

live performances, while also developing their 

original material. In performance, Amendola and 

Blades cover everything from avant garde to funk, 

bebop and rock.
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Amendola Vs. Blades

when...
From San Francisco

SATURDAY •  OcTOBER 3
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Scott Amendola - drums
Wil Blades - Hammond organ

scottamendola.com

wilblades.com

www.facebook.com/pages/Amendola-Vs-
Blades/202745211344

“Lean and mean, the Amen-
dola vs. Blades duo has firmly 
established itself as one of the 

liveliest acts in the  
Bay Area.”

~ Forrest Dylan Bryant, Jazz Observer online
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THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Obsessions Octet
The Obsessions Octet was founded in 2005 by 
saxophonist Kent Sangster and his wife, Joanna 
Ciapka-Sangster, violinist with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, out of their long-held desire 
to make music together. This group is the most 
innovative, ambitious, crazy and satisfying project 
that they have undertaken to date.

The distinct sound of this group is an elegant 
blend of classical, Latin and jazz elements, 
performing works by Astor Piazzolla, Chucho 
Valdes, Cole Porter and Kent’s original 
compositions. The Octet has released notable 
recordings to date – “Obsession” which earned 
a Western Canada Music Award and a Juno 
nomination and “Melodia” which was nominated 
for a WCMA as well. A new CD is in the works.

 The Obsessions Octet consists of two quartets 
- a classical string quartet and a jazz quartet. 
The ensemble plays chamber-jazz over a mix 
of material that leaves space for improvisation. 
They have performed at Weill Hall at Carnegie 
Hall, throughout Alberta, and at various venues in 
Greece, Poland and the Czech Republic.

when...
From Edmonton

FRI & SAT • OcTOBER 9-10
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Joanna Ciapka-Sangster - violin
Neda Yamach - violin
Rhonda Henshaw - viola
Ronda Metszies - cello
Chris Andrew - piano
Jamie Cooper - drums
John Taylor - bass
Kent Sangster - saxophones

obsessionsoctet.com

“Obsessions Octet channels emotions into something more 
romantic. It’s not romance in a sugary, predictable style, but with 
a robust sound that supports a flood of musical communication 

… that appeals to jazz and classical fans.”
~ The Daily Courier Newspaper



Edmonton-based guitarist Mike Morrisseau is a 
well-versed guitar player who has studied and 
performed in many styles. His musical influences 
range from classical music and jazz to rock 
and funk styles. He has performed throughout 
western Canada with his own jazz projects, as well 
with various other groups. He is also the guitarist 
for local Edmonton Indie band “Sister Gray”. In 
2011, Mike released his first EP of solo guitar 
compositions “Frozen”, which was nominated for 
an Edmonton Music Award. His first trio album 
“Tree City” was also nominated for an Edmonton 
Music Award for best Jazz Album 2015.

This quartet is high energy, loud, dynamic and full 
of surprises. They will be performing music from 
both albums as well as new originals and a few 
jazz standards as well. 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Mike Morrisseau Quartet

when...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • OcTOBER 16
MEMBERS $16
GUESTS $20
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Mike Morrisseau- guitar
Stefan Kijek - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Bill George - drums

www.mikemorrisseautrio.bandcamp.com
www.mikemorrisseau.bandcamp.com
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As a leader, collaborator, or sidewoman, Kris Davis has 

emerged as one of the most innovative and singular pianists 

on New York’s creative jazz scene of the 21st century. Like the 

best creative improvisers, Davis is highly disciplined in a way 

that might escape the perception of casual jazz listeners, 

but even compared to established masters of the form, she 

applies often rigorous standards (for example, deciding 

to entirely dispense with chords in favor of lines) and 

approaches her music from angles that are truly unique. 

Born in Vancouver, raised in Calgary, and a New York 

resident since 2001, Davis has truly come into her own 

as a leading presence in New York City -- and particularly 

Brooklyn-based -- creative jazz, and the upcoming years 

will surely find her exploring new territories for herself 

and contributing significantly to the projects of 

other artists on the scene.

She has collaborated, performed and recorded with the 

cream of the improvising music scene – Tony Malaby, 

Ralph Alessi, Ingrid Laubrock, Gary Versace, Jim Black, 

Tyshawn Sorey, and many others. She released her second 

solo piano disc in 2013 “Massive Threads”. She leads an 

octet known as Infrasound which received 4 ½ stars in 

Downbeat for their 2014 release “Save Your Breath”.

The trio which will be appearing at the Yardbird Suite 

featuring two other highly-regarded New York improvisers, 

John Hebert on bass and Tom Rainey on drums, also 

released a CD in 2014 called “Waiting for you to Grow.”

10    FALL 2015 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Kris Davis Trio

when...
From New York

SATURDAY • OcTOBER 17
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Kris Davis - piano
John Hebert - bass
Tom Rainey - drums

krisdavis.net
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Hendrik Meurkens, a virtuoso on both the 
chromatic harmonica and the vibraphone, 
is the most important jazz harmonica player 
since Toots Thielemans. Hendrik Meurkens’ 
profound involvement in both jazz and 
Brazilian music resulted in a very personal and 
instantly recognizable version of Samba jazz. 
This music presented with the Toronto Samba 
Jazz Connection is a cross-cultural amalgam 
guaranteed to touch the heart. This will be 
Hendrik’s fourth appearance at the Yardbird Suite 
in the last ten years.

His two newest albums have been nominated for 
this year’s Latin Grammys. “Samba Little Samba” is 
nominated in the Best Latin Jazz Album category. 
It features jazz all-stars such as Anat Cohen, 
Antonio Sanchez and Tierney Sutton. “Copa 
Village” is nominated in the Best Musica Popular 
Brasileira Album category with arrangements by 
Antonio Adolfo and vocals by Carol Saboya.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Hendrik Meurkens Toronto Samba Jazz Connection

when...
From New York/Toronto/Vancouver/Edmonton

FRIDAY • OcTOBER 23
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Hendrik Meurkens - harmonica and vibes
Jeremy Price - flute
Attila Fias - piano
Paul Johnston - bass
Richard Brisco - drums

www.hendrikmeurkens.com
www.jeremyprice.net
www.attilafias.com/index.html
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDYvPaV86tg
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In the ‘70s, brothers Michael and Randy Brecker 
co-led a band of New York session big shots 
that included, at various times, David Sanborn, 
Don Grolnick, and Will Lee, among others. When 
they chose, the Brecker Brothers’ best tunes 
were structurally unpredictable, melodically 
intricate, and harmonically complex, difficult 
bop heads played in an impossibly precise 
manner over a deceptively complex bed of 
funk rhythms. The Brothers’ music was a smart 
combination of extended pop forms, top-
notch jazz improvisation, and sophisticated 
compositional techniques that also held a great 
deal of commercial appeal. By 1982, the brothers 
had ceased working together, but did reunite 
for touring and recording in the early ‘90s and 
continued working together until Michael’s 
untimely death in 2007.

The Berner Brothers, Doug and Don, both born 
and raised in Edmonton, hope to recreate some 
of the magic of that group for one night only by 
performing the music of the Brecker Brothers. 
They have been featured on several recordings 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Berner Brothers Play The Brecker Brothers

when...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • OcTOBER 24
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Doug Berner - trumpet, flugelhorn
Don Berner - tenor saxophone
Andrew Glover - piano, keyboards
George Koufogiannakis - guitar
Kim Lesaca - electric bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums
Nathan Ouellette - percussion

donberner.com
dougberner.com

as well as at numerous jazz clubs and festivals 
throughout North America including the Festival 
International de Jazz de Montreal. They are 
regularly in demand freelancers in the City of 
Edmonton.
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From Edmonton

SATURDAY • OcTOBER 24
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Doug Berner - trumpet, flugelhorn
Don Berner - tenor saxophone
Andrew Glover - piano, keyboards
George Koufogiannakis - guitar
Kim Lesaca - electric bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums
Nathan Ouellette - percussion

donberner.com
dougberner.com

Joey DeFrancesco’s 2010 concerts at the Yardbird 
Suite more than met the expectations of jazz fans 
that came out to see the world’s finest Hammond 
organ player. For his return visit, Joey has added 
piano, keyboards, trumpet and vocals to his 
repertoire.

Recognized as the man who brought organ jazz 
back to life, Joey DeFrancesco has been playing 
his instrument – and playing it well – since age 
four. He started playing gigs at the age of ten with 
legendary musicians such as “Philly” Joe Jones 
and Hank Mobley, and signed his first recording 
contract at sixteen. 

He has received three Grammy nominations and 
won the Downbeat Critics poll 11 times along 
with its Readers poll every year since 2002. Joey 
tears it up on his Hammond B3 in the great 
tradition of the incredible Jimmy Smith. His list 
of musical partners is vast and varied - George 
Benson, Ray Charles, Miles Davis, Steve Gadd, John 
McLaughlin, David Sanborn, John Scofield and the 
aforementioned Jimmy Smith. 

Joey DeFrancesco is unquestionably the world’s 
leading Hammond B3 jazz organ player. His latest 
record is “Enjoy the View” recorded with Bobby 
Hutcherson, David Sanborn and Billy Hart. 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Joey DeFrancesco Trio

when...
From Phoenix/New York

ThURSDAY • OcTOBER 29
MEMBERS $32
GUESTS $36
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Joey DeFrancesco - organ, piano, keyboards,  
trumpet, vocals
Dan Wilson - guitar
Jason Brown - drums

joeydefrancesco.com

“DeFrancesco’s consummate 
mastery of his chosen 

instrument should really be 
seen as well as heard to be 
thoroughly appreciated.”

~ Doug Bowers, All About Jazz 
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When Mack Avenue recording artist, Tia Fuller picks 
up her sax to play, something amazing happens as the 
reverberations of her musical elixir fill the room. Her 
talents have been recognized by such diverse performers 
as pop diva Beyonce with whom she recorded and toured 
worldwide for several years; bassist Esperanza Spalding’s 
Radio Music Society where she served as assistant 
musical director; and as a member of drummer Terri Lyne 
Carrington’s ‘Mosaic Project’ and ‘Money Jungle’.

She has also been called upon to work with numerous 
other musicians in many different genres - Dianne Reeves’ 
Beautiful Life, Ralph Peterson Septet, Rufus Reid Quintet, 
Geri Allen, Chaka Kahn, Ledisi, Kelly Rowland, Jay-Z, Jill 
Scott, Pattie Labelle, Nona Hendryx, Sheila E, Valerie 
Simpson, Dionne Warwick, and Aretha Franklin.

In addition to performances with these 
major stars and as a member of numerous 
other groups, Tia also teaches full time at the 
Berklee College of Music in Boston. She has 
released several albums as a leader, the most 
recent one being “Angelic Warrior”. It is a 
diverse affair with a top-drawer supporting 
group including her sister Shamie Royston 
on keyboards, bassist Mimi Jones and her 
brother-in-law Rudy Royston on drums.

Tia Fuller will undoubtedly present one 
of the high energy jazz highlights of the 
season at the Yardbird Suite.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Tia Fuller’s Angelic Warrior

when...
From New York

FRIDAY • OcTOBER 30
MEMBERS $26
GUESTS $30
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tia Fuller - saxophones
Mimi Jones - bass
Rodney Rocques - drums

www.tiafuller.com



Sri Lankan/Portuguese Australian-born 

saxophonist/composer Jacam Manricks is 

one of the many young lions who emerged 

on the jazz scene in the first decade of the 

21st century. Raised in an extremely musical 

family, his formal musical training culminated 

in a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the 

Manhattan School of Music in 2007. Jacam 

is now a very experienced musical educator 

currently teaching at the New School of Jazz 

and Contemporary Music in New York. He also 

conducts master classes and clinics in North 

America and Australia.

As a saxophonist and woodwind player, Jacam 

has performed and recorded with some of the 

most prestigious international artists of our 

time. He has recorded four albums to date - 

“Sky’s the Limit”, “Labyrinth”, “Trigonometry” 

and “Cloud Nine”. His second album “Labyrinth” 

received rave reviews in numerous publications.

For his second Yardbird Suite  

appearance, he will be joined by bassist  

Ben Thomas and a favourite of Edmonton  

jazz audiences, Ari Hoenig, on drums.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Jacam Manricks Trio

when...
From New York

SATURDAY • OcTOBER 31
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jacam Manricks - saxophone
Ben Thomas - bass
Ari Hoenig - drums

jacammanricks.com
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16  FALL 2015 • Celebrating 30 Years at 11 Tommy Banks Way

November 6-14, 2015

ninth annual

FESTIVAL LINEUP WILL  
BE ANNOUNCED  
OCTOBER 2015

16   FALL 2015
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For more than forty years, Jim Byrnes has 

woven roots so deeply into the Northern Blues 

scene that it’s difficult to remember that this 

quintessentially Canadian icon was raised in St. 

Louis and that his instantly recognizable gruff 

as sandpaper, sweet as honey voice was not 

always an essential part of the country’s musical 

landscape. Growing up in St. Louis, Jim’s love 

for blues was nurtured by seeing bluesmen like 

Muddy Waters, Jimmy Reed and Bobby Blue 

Bland in local clubs. 

His performances are a mixture of his own 

material, traditional and classic blues. Jim has 

produced six outstanding albums since he 

hooked up with Steve Dawson, one of North 

America’s most critically acclaimed roots music 

producers. 

Byrnes is a three time Juno Award winner 

for Blues Album of the Year including “That 

River” in 1996, “House of Refuge” in 2007 and 

“Everywhere West” in 2011. He was honoured at 

the 2006 Maple Blues Awards as Male Vocalist 

of the Year and at the 2006 and 2009 Canadian 

Folk Music Awards.

His latest release “St. Louis Times“ on Black 

Hen is Byrnes’ most personal record to date. 

Reminiscences of his childhood home of 

St. Louis are expressed through his original 

compositions as well as versions of songs he 

grew up with that were recorded by St. Louis 

musicians. 

When you hear Jim Byrnes pour his whole soul 

into singing a line as simple as ‘One sunny day, 

I’ll be home to stay’, you’ll instantly know that 

this is the kind of music you’re going to want to 

listen to forever.

Jim Byrnes will be accompanied by guitarist 

Lindsay Mitchell, best known as leader of the 

rock band PRiSM. Lindsay has long been part 

of the Vancouver music scene in bands such as 

the Seeds of Time and Trainwreck. During his 

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Jim Byrnes With Lindsay Mitchell

tenure with the Seeds of Time, he was fortunate 

to tour with Willie Dixon and T-Bone Walker, 

experiences which instilled a lifelong love for 

blues. 

when...
From Vancouver

FRI & SAT • nOvEMBER 20-21
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jim Byrnes - guitar, vocals
Lindsay Mitchell - guitar

jamestbyrnes.com



Since his debut CD in 2009, Ori Dakari has 

been on a constant quest for new sounds on 

his instrument and for further boundaries and 

added colors and textures to explore for his 

developing music. Exodus, Ori Dakari’s new 

quartet is on a path of exploration, fusing the 

seemingly disparate worlds of modern jazz and 

the folk music of Israel into one global, complete 

and adventurous musical experience

Ori grew up in Israel and attended the famous 

Berklee College of Music in Boston. He moved to 

the United States and studied with jazz masters 

like Joe Lovano, Hal Crook, Mark Whitfield and 

others. In 2006 he moved to New York City. In 

2009, Ori’s debut CD “Entrances” was released 

on John Zorn’s label Tzadik Records and in 2014, 

Ori’s second CD “Solid Ground” was released on 

Alessa Records.

18   FALL 2015

Ori Dakari has been developing a reputation 

as one of the most promising guitarists on the 

scene today. In only a few years this native Israeli 

has played in numerous festivals and venues 

around the world with his group. This will be 

Ori’s third visit to the Yardbird Suite.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Ori Dakari’s Exodus

when...
From Israel/New York

FRIDAY • nOvEMBER 27
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ori Dakari - guitar
Nitzan Gavriali - piano
Edward Perez - bass
Ronen Itzik - drums

oridakari.com
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Called “the next big jazz guitarist” by NPR, hailed 

by the New York Times as a “whiz kid,” and 

dubbed “incredible” by the Montreal Gazette, Nir 

Felder is a new voice in jazz guitar. Inspired by 

icons from John Coltrane to Jimi Hendrix, since 

2006 Felder has been a sought-after sideman for 

musicians including Grammy winner Esperanza 

Spalding, Terri Lyne Carrington, Jack DeJohnette, 

Greg Osby, Eric Harland, José James, Meshell 

Ndegeocello, Cindy Blackman-Santana, Dianne 

Reeves, Bobby McFerrin, Stanley Clarke, and Lizz 

Wright.

Encouraged by praise for his unique sound and 

style and seeking a more personal creative outlet, 

Felder formed his own group in 2010. He had 

a year-long bi-weekly residency at New York’s 

famed 55 Bar where he was joined by much of the 

city’s greatest talent including Kevin Hays, Aaron 

Parks, Aaron Goldberg, Uri Caine, Greg Osby, Chris 

Potter and, David Binney.

His debut CD as a leader “Golden Age” was 

released in 2014. Felder wrote all ten tunes and 

produced the album. It’s a loosely conceptual set 

that circles around the title and deals with the 

themes of political, cultural and technological 

upheaval, with ennui and redemption, with 

paradise lost and then regained, blurring the 

lines between jazz and the rock, hip-hop, and 

pop music Felder grew up listening to. It is an 

auspicious debut. Felder is a fine guitarist, and 

more importantly, a jazz composer of taste and 

originality.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Nir Felder Trio

when...
From New York

SATURDAY • nOvEMBER 28
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Nir Felder - guitar
Orlando le Fleming - bass
Nate Smith - drums

nirfelder.com
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Whether accompanying herself at the piano, 

fronting a trio, big band or symphony, Dee 

Daniels’ musical career is as varied as her four-

octave vocal range is thrilling. She is a unique 

talent who transcends musical borders when 

she brings her jazz styling, infused with gospel 

and blues flavoring, to the stage. One critic says, 

“Daniels’ voice has a hypnotic quality, delivering 

an impressive range that gives the romantic 

songs and verse of 50 years ago new life and raw 

emotion.”

With a palpable authenticity, towering four-octave 

range, and a powerful blues & gospel-tinged jazz 

vocal approach, Dee Daniels has built a sterling 

reputation amongst writers, DJs and jazz fans over 

the last three decades. Already well represented 

over her career on recordings with symphony 

orchestras, big bands, and smaller groups, for her 

new recording, Dee goes exceedingly intimate. 

Pairing in duos and trios with eight giants of jazz 

music – including Russell Malone, Houston 

Person, Ken Peplowski, and Cyrus Chestnut 

– she performs a set of ten songs featuring 

beloved jazz and pop classics like “All the Way”,  

“I Who Have Nothing”, to pop hits such as “A 

Song For You”, and Brenda Russell’s “Get Here”.

On Friday, December 4, only, saxophonist Bob 

Sheppard from Los Angeles will join the group 

as a special guest. A household name for 

saxophonists worldwide, Bob Sheppard has done 

it all. Superstar names such as Chick Corea, Herbie 

Hancock, Perter Erskine, Joni Mitchell, Steely Dan, 

Boz Scaggs, Stevie Wonder and many, many, many 

legends pack his world-class resume. 

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Dee Daniels with The Chris Andrew Trio
with Special Guest Bob Sheppard 
on Friday, December 4, only

when...
From Vancouver/Los Angeles/Edmonton

FRI & SAT • DEcEMBER 4-5
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Dee Daniels - vocals
Bob Sheppard – saxophone (Friday, December 4, only)
Chris Andrew - piano
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

www.deedaniels.com
bobsheppard.net
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Italian pianist Carlo Morena leads two piano trios, 

one European and the other being the New York-

based Step In Trio which he created in 1994 with 

bassist Joe Fonda and drummer Jeff Hirshfield. 

George Schuller later assumed the drum chair. For 

the trio’s Yardbird Suite debut, Edmonton’s Dan 

Skakun will be the drummer.

Step In Trio has released several albums, the 

most recent of which is “As You Never Said 

Before”. Although Morena has worked and 

recorded with a wide variety of jazz musicians 

of all genres, the music presented by the trio 

has, among other styles, a contemplative 

almost Bill Evans-like feel.

Among the musicians Carlo has worked with 

are many who have performed at the Yardbird 

Suite including trumpeter Kenny Wheeler, 

saxophonists Dave Liebman, Steve Slagle, 

Thomas Chapin, and Gary Smulyan, vocalist Jay 

Clayton, and guitarists John Abercrombie and 

Kurt Rosenwinkel.

Joe Fonda has performed at the Yardbird Suite 

on several occasions with the Michael Musillami 

Trio and with drummer Barry Altschul. He has also 

worked with many of the most prominent names 

in improvised jazz including Anthony Braxton, 

Archie Shepp, Lou Donaldson, Dave Douglas, 

Curtis Fuller, Randy Weston, Carla Bley and Billy 

Bang. 

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Step In Trio

when...
From Italy/New York/Edmonton

FRIDAY • DEcEMBER 11
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Carlo Morena - piano
Joe Fonda - bass
Dan Skakun - drums

carlomorena.com
carlomorena.wix.com/carlomorena-2
joefonda.com



What has quickly turned into a must see show during December, 

the Yardbird Suite once again presents a holiday show that 

can’t be missed. Following in the tradition of Duke Ellington’s 

Nutcracker Suite, Wynton Marsalis has created a collection of 

music that embodies the season. This concert will feature some 

of the most loved holiday music reimagined for medium sized 

jazz ensemble. This special Yardbird Suite All-Star group truly 

features the best of the best this province has to offer. Join us 

for what is to be an amazing night of swinging jazz featuring 

the arrangements of Wynton Marsalis and other classic jazz 

superstars.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

The Yardbird Suite All Stars play the Holiday Music 
of the Wynton Marsalis Nonet

when...
From Edmonton

SATURDAY • DEcEMBER 12
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Craig Brenan - trombone
Kent Sangster - woodwinds
Connor Learmonth - woodwinds
Ray Baril - woodwinds
Jerrold Dubyk - woodwinds
Joel Gray - trumpet
Chris Andrew - piano
Paul Johnston - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

22   FALL 2015
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September 22
John Sweenie Quartet

September 29
Sketches of Eternity

October 6
Thom Bennett Group

October 13
Remi Noel Quartet

October 20
Stephanie Urquhart 
Quartet

October 27
The Parkers

november 3
Full Circle Quartet

november 10
Jim Head Trio

november 17
hookloop

november 24
A/C Dixie

December 1
Mark Segger’s Interactive 
Jazz Trio Installation

December 8
The J-F Picard Quartet

Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians 
arrive to play together on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour set from the featured band, 
followed by a jam session with selected musicians from the audience sitting in or taking the place of 
a member of the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz musicians to play together and network, and 
provide an opportunity to mentor the younger musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow 
their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert 
environment.

JAMMIN’

TUESDAY NIGHT SESSIONS – FALL 2015

details...
TICKETS AT THE DOOR

MEMBERS & GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM 
SHOW 8 PM



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

All ShOwS BEgIn AT 8PM (DOORS OPEn AT 7PM)
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

September...
September 18
Edmonton Jazz Collective
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

September 19
The Spin Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

September 25-26
La Barbera Brothers Quartet
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October...
October 2
Tara Davidson Duets and 
Quartet
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 3
Amendola vs. Blades
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 9-10
Obsessions Octet
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

October 16
Mke Morrisseau Quartet
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

October 17
Kris Davis Trio
Members $24, Guests $28

October 23
Hendrik Meurkens Toronto 
Samba Jazz Connection
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

October 24
Berner Brothers play the 
Brecker Brothers
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

October 29 (Thursday)
Joey DeFrancesco Trio
MEMBERS $32, GUESTS $36

October 30
Tia Fuller’s Angelic Warrior
Members $26, Guests $30

October 31
Jacam Manricks Trio
Members $24, Guests $28

November...
november 6-14
Yardbird Festival of  
Canadian Jazz

november 20-21
YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES
Jim Byrnes with  
Lindsay Mitchell
Members $24, Guests $28

november 27
Ori Dakari’s Exodus
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

november 28
Nir Felder Trio
MEMBERS $24 GUESTS $28

December...
December 4-5
Dee Daniels with the Chris 
Andrew Trio with special guest 
Bob Sheppard (Friday only)
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

December 11
Step In Trio
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

December 12
The YardbirdSuite All-Stars 
Play the Holiday Music of the 
Wynton Marsalis Nonet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

At a Glance...


