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Toronto singer, pianist, arranger, composer 
and 2012 Juno Award nominee Fern 
Lindzon has been praised as a “rare and 
fascinating talent” for the ease with which 
she moves between jazz standards, pop 
songs, Brazilian music, klezmer/Yiddish 
traditions and her own compositions. 

Fern’s 2014 CD “Like a Circle in a Spiral” 
together with her Juno-nominated “Two 
Kites” (2011) and her debut CD “Moments 
Like These” (2008) have all been well-
received critically. They have also been 
heard on CBC Radio, Espace/ICI Musique, 
Jazz.FM91 and many community and 
college radio stations across Canada.  

She has performed in leading jazz clubs 
across Canada, Ontario jazz festivals, 
many world music settings and has also 
composed and performed silent film 
scores.

when...
From Toronto/Edmonton

FRIDAY • MARCH 27
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Fern Lindzon - piano, vocals
George Koller - bass
Mark Segger - drums 

fernlindzon.com

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Fern Lindzon
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Edmonton-born pianist and longtime New York 

State resident John Stetch returns to Edmonton in 

support of his most recent recording “Off with the 

Cuffs” which has been nominated for a 2015 Juno 

Award. 

Stetch has created a disc full of solo classical 

repertoire by composers including Bach, Mozart, 

Chopin and Shostakovich on which he improvises 

by adding some notes of his own while stretching 

out or compressing rhythms. The results are 

enjoyable while remaining musically satisfying. He 

has the musical gravitas to make this music into 

contemporary songs that can be taken no less 

seriously than the originals.

All of this is in keeping with Stetch’s ability to put 

his own personal stamp on many different styles 

of music – jazz, classical, Ukrainian folk music to 

TV theme music. John has released numerous 

albums under his own name, earned five Juno 

nominations and won the Prix du Jazz award at 

the Montreal International Jazz Festival. 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

John Stetch’s Classical Standards

when...
From New York

SATURDAY • MARCH 28
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Stetch - solo piano

johnstetch.com



Rene Marie’s 2013 appearance at the Yardbird 

Suite was a highlight of that year and one of the 

most exciting vocal performances of any Yardbird 

season. She returns in support of her most recent 

recording, the 2015 Grammy nominated for Best 

Jazz Vocal album “I Wanna Be Evil (With Love to 

Eartha Kitt)”, her third recording for the Motema 

label and her 10th career album.

René Marie – singer, actress, writer. Eartha Kitt 

– singer, actress, writer. Never before has there 

been a vocal recording tipping the hat to the 

divine Ms. Kitt and her fiery, sensual and clever 

interpretations of songs. With her incredible range 

of vocal ability, her powerful emotional resonance 

and strong independent streak, René proved 

she is the right artist to conceive of this historic 

project.

This brilliantly entertaining album burnishes 

René’s reputation as the most provocative risk-

taker among today’s jazz divas. The disc opens 

with a cackle of mischief. Then René tears into 

“I’d Rather Be Burned as a Witch,” a powerhouse 

song that immediately signals the melding of the 

spirits of two audacious women. She changes 

gears dramatically with a sly arrangement of 

“C’est Si Bon,” one of the songs most associated 

with Eartha. Lesser-known gems “Oh, John” and 

“Let’s Do It” follow, both of which René imbues 

with sultry affection. She puts her scintillating 

touch on “Peel Me A Grape” – featured on her 

1998 recording debut – before giving a classic 

rendition of “My Heart Belongs to Daddy.” The 

title track is another barnburner that showcases 

René’s playfulness. The little-known Caribbean-

tinged “Come on-a My House” leads into probably 

Eartha’s best-known song, “Santa Baby.” She 

closes with her haunting original, “Weekend,” a 

favorite with fans, who adore René for her ability 

to enthrall. 

René also is a woman of great strength and 

humor who walked a similar journey. She began 

her musical career in the late 1990s after her 

turbulent marriage broke up. She was in her 

early 40s  but began experiencing a whirlwind 

of success rarely seen in the jazz world, winning 

over critics; receiving awards such as the Best 

International Jazz Vocal CD (besting Cassandra 

Wilson and Joni Mitchell) by France’s Academie 

Du Jazz; gracing the Billboard charts multiple 

times; and becoming a headliner at major 

international festivals.

For René Marie, success means shining attention 

on important issues in America and on bold 

artists like Eartha Kitt who helped change 

America’s landscape for the better. René has 

become one of those bold artists. It’s hard to 

believe it all started after she turned 40. 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Rene Marie

when...
From New York and Seattle

SUNDAY • MARCH 29
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Rene Marie - vocals
Dawn Clement - piano
Elias Bailey - bass
Quentin Baker - drums

renemarie.com
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Eddie Vaan Shaw, son of saxophonist Eddie Shaw, 

began his career at the age of eleven. He has been 

on the road ever since.

He was introduced to guitar by Magic Sam, and 

was raised on the laps of Elmore James, Muddy 

Waters and Howling Wolf. Later on, he played 

rhythm guitar at Eddie’s Place - his father’s club 

in Chicago - backing-up Eddie Taylor, Hound 

Dog Taylor, Freddie King, Eddie Burke, Otis Rush, 

Jimmy Reed, Willie Dixon, Koko Taylor, and Albert 

Collins among others. Shaw eventually became a 

member of his father’s band, the Wolf Gang, made 

up of musicians that had backed Howlin’ Wolf in 

the early and mid-’70s.

Eddie Vaan has played in every famous blues club 

in Chicago. He has played festivals with James 

Cotton, concerts with George Thorogood, and 

toured with Son Seals, Hubert Sumlin, and Junior 

Wells and appeared on 12 Eddie Shaw CD’s.

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Eddie Vaan Shaw when...
From Chicago

FRIDAY & SATURDAY •  APRIL 3-4
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Eddie Vaan Shaw- guitar and vocals
Graham Guest - keyboards, vocals
Don Marcotte - bass
Bill Hobson - drums
Dave Babcock - saxophone, vocals

eddievaanshaw.blogspot.ca
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UNFORGETTABLE 
THE MUSIC OF NAT KING COLE  

CREATED & PRODUCED BY: TONY JAMES 
 

An Alberta Premiere Concert Presentation 
 

Part of the critically acclaimed  
Canadian Legends Concert Series 

 

APRIL 2, 2015 - 8:00 PM  
 

ARDEN THEATRE 
 5 - ST. ANNE STREET 

ST. ALBERT, ALBERTA 

$42+ s/c  - (ADULT) 
$35+ s/c  - (SENIOR) 

$28+ s/c  - (STUDENT) 

 

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF  
GREAT PERFORMANCES 



With an unparalleled style of 

rhythmic expression, drummer  

Willie Jones III is one of the world’s  

leading jazz drummers. In addition to honoring 

his monumental influences - the late greats Philly 

Joe Jones, Art Blakey and Billy Higgins - Jones’ bold 

articulation and constantly innovative sense of swing 

are results of his life-long musical experience. 

Born in Los Angeles in 1968, Jones’ earliest exposure 

to music was through his father, Willie Jones II, an 

accomplished and notable jazz pianist. Completing 

his jazz education under the tutelage of the legendary 

Albert “Tootie” Heath, he went on to co-found the 

jazz band Black Note in the early 1990s. Following 

four Black Note recordings, he had sideman gigs with 

vibraphonist Milt Jackson, trumpeter Arturo Sandoval, 

pianist Horace Silver, and for seven years until 2005, 

with the Roy Hargrove Quintet.

He has released several recordings as a leader on his own 

WJ3 Records label, the most recent of which is  “Plays 

the Max Roach Songbook”. In its 4 star Downbeat review 

of the live recording, Jim Macnie noted that “Jones is 

one of the most animated drummers on the New York 

scene, and the vehemence his band brings to hopped-

up classics such as “Libra” and “Freedom Day” is front 

and center. Long story short, when they set up shop at 

Columbus Circle last January, they owned this stuff.”

Joining Willie for this concert are four jazz leaders 

in their own right – former Headhunters’ trumpeter 

Eddie Henderson, saxophonist Ralph Moore, long-time 

Wynton Marsalis sideman Eric Reed on piano, and the 

legendary Buster Williams on bass.
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Willie Jones III Quintet

when...
From New York and Los Angeles

SUNDAY •  APRIL 5
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Willie Jones III - drums
Eddie Henderson - trumpet
Ralph Moore - tenor sax
Eric Reed - piano
Buster Williams - bass

williejones3.com
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CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Tunnel Six

The Canadian-American collaborative sextet Tunnel Six takes to the road for the sixth consecutive year, 
bringing their distinctive melodic storytelling compositions.  With singable melodies that dare to be epic 
and an unabashedly emotional approach to musical storytelling, Tunnel Six tastefully blends elements of 
jazz, world, and folk to transport audiences from the peaks of the Rockies to the shores of the Maritimes. 

Formed in 2009 at the Banff Centre’s International Jazz Workshop, the ensemble has grown over the 
course of six cross-continental tours and two critically-acclaimed albums into a mature ensemble.

It goes without saying that Tunnel Six has spent more than half a decade defying the traditional concept 
of a band. They are six diverse artists, with very different mailing addresses – yet, each time they come 
together they further the common bond of weaving melodies and improvisations on a shared path.

Forged in the heart of the Rocky Mountains and quenched in the surf of Lake Superior, the music of 
Tunnel Six evokes majestic vistas swept by crisp mountain air. This border-crossing ensemble features 
musicians from across the globe, blending six distinct threads into uniquely impressionistic soundscapes.

when...
From Toronto/Nashville/Portland/New York/Seattle

FRIDAY • APRIL 10
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Chad McCullough - trumpet
Ben Dietschi - saxophones
Brian Seligman - guitar
Andrew Oliver - piano
Jesse Dietschi - bass
Tyson Stubelek – drums

tunnelsix.com



Slated as “Canada’s next international jazz star” 
by Canadian Musician Magazine, jazz and blues 
vocalist Cara Matthew has captivated audiences 
and critics alike with her emotionally soulful voice 
and unique repertoire. In addition to performing 
classic jazz standards, Cara Matthew is known 
for taking contemporary pop songs and making 
them her own.

The Toronto-based singer released her debut 
album “Make You Feel My Love”. Produced by Juno 
Award winner Greg Kavanagh, Cara Matthew’s 
record features lush string arrangements and is 
a collection of tunes by Elton John, Joni Mitchell, 
Aerosmith and other popular icons.

Seen on Entertainment Tonight Canada, winner of 
the BC Interior Jazz Festival Female Vocalist of the 
Year Award and an Ontario Independent Music 
Award nominee, Cara Matthew has played to sold-
out prestigious venues across Canada including 
the Cellar Jazz Club (Vancouver, BC), the Beat Niq 
Jazz Club (Calgary, AB), Manhattans (Guelph, ON) 
as well as the Upstairs Jazz Bar (Montreal, Quebec).

Cara Matthew is currently working on her second 
album which will be released later in 2015. She is 
certainly an artist on the rise.
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CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Cara Matthew

when...
From Toronto/Calgary

SATURDAY • APRIL 11
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Cara Matthew - vocals
Attila Fias - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Tyler Hornby - drums

caramatthew.com

“Cara Matthew packs a 
powerful presence.”

~ The Daily Courier Newspaper



The Cookers Quintet is a Toronto-based jazz 

combo with a sound firmly rooted in the ‘50s 

and ‘60s hard bop movement. Inspired by the 

1965 Blue Note recording “Night of the Cookers” 

featuring Freddie Hubbard and Lee Morgan, 

the group cut its teeth on standards at a weekly 

residency where they developed the inspiration 

and chemistry to write tunes of their own. Rising 

to the challenge of updating and performing 

music with the classic sound of jazz’s golden era, 

TCQ bring a throwback feel without ever playing 

it safe. Their versatile frontline is made up of 

Ryan Oliver (tenor sax) and Tim Hamel (trumpet) 

whose combined tonal talents can bring a hot, 

uptempo number to a boil or carry a ballad with 

sophistication and subtlety. The glue of the group 
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CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

The Cookers Quintet

when...
From Toronto

FRIDAY • APRIL 17
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Ryan Oliver - saxophones
Tim Hamel - trumpet
Richard Whiteman - piano
Alex Coleman - bass
Joel Haynes - drums

ryanoliver.ca
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is Toronto veteran Richard Whiteman (piano), 

whose lyrical playing gives the rock solid swing 

of Alex Coleman (bass) and Joel Haynes (drums) 

the rhythmic freedom to drive the group’s 

compositions to the next level. 

“We wanted to have tunes that would be 

swinging, straight ahead, and arranged for a 

quintet. Essentially, fun tunes with great rhythms 

and memorable melodies that even non-jazz 

lovers would be attracted to,” says Coleman. 

Indeed, they’ve cooked up so many original tunes 

that they couldn’t be contained in one dish: TCQ 

Vol. 1 & 2 serve up piping hot compositions that 

will satisfy both sophisticated jazz heads and 

casual listeners alike. 
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Lorna MacLachlan has been writing, arranging, 
performing and teaching in and around the 
Calgary area for over 30 years. After completing a 
graduate degree in composition and theory, she 
embarked on a career as a composer providing 
award-winning original music for theatre, dance 
and national media companies and a variety of 
commercial and artistic enterprises across the 
spectrum of music genres. She has recorded 
five full-length albums of original music. She 
continues to work on commissioned pieces for 
various groups with much of her focus going 
toward writing for the Lorna MacLachlan Quintet. 

Over the past year Lorna has performed 
numerous shows with her quintet including 
a week in July recording her latest CD “Feet 
on Ground” in Kelowna. This disc is a journey, 
instrumentally and vocally with outstanding 
performances by all players.

Lorna has always been passionate about music 
education and believes strongly in helping to 
develop the talents of the next generation. She 
has taught privately as well as for the public and 
private school boards and has been recognized 
nationally for her dedication to excellence in 
music education.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Lorna Maclachlan Quintet

when...
From Calgary

SATURDAY • APRIL 18
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Lorna MacLachlan - piano, vocals
Richard Harding - sax
Andre Wickenheiser - trumpet
Stefano Valdo - bass
Robin Tufts - drums

lornamaclachlan.com

“Lorna is one of those rare artists who can write 
beautifully, play beautifully, and sing beautifully. 
She does everything with great care and musicality 
and her music draws you in like a best friend. From 
the strong writing and arranging in her instrumen-
tal tracks to the engaging tone and lyrics in her 
vocal pieces, it’s music that pleases a listener with a 
penchant for beautifully crafted compositions and 
strongly musical performances.” 

~ The Daily Courier Newspaper

“Lorna Maclachlan possesses an extraordinary pas-
sion for personal and artistic development...”

~ David Braid
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From Calgary

SATURDAY • APRIL 18
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Lorna MacLachlan - piano, vocals
Richard Harding - sax
Andre Wickenheiser - trumpet
Stefano Valdo - bass
Robin Tufts - drums

lornamaclachlan.com

Gene Lees writes, “Stan Getz was once asked his 
idea of the perfect tenor saxophone soloist. His 
answer was, ‘My technique, Al Cohn’s ideas, and 
Zoot’s time.’ The fulfillment of that ideal may well 
be embodied in Harry Allen.” 

Currently residing in New York City, Harry Allen 
has over thirty recordings to his name. Three of 
Harry’s CDs have won Gold Disc Awards from 
Japan’s Swing Journal Magazine, and his CD 
“Tenors Anyone?” won both the Gold Disc Award 
and the New Star Award. 

Harry has performed at jazz festivals and clubs 
worldwide. He has played alongside Rosemary 
Clooney, Ray Brown, Hank Jones, Scott Hamilton, 
Harry ‘Sweets’ Edison, Kenny Burrell, Herb Ellis, 
John Pizzarelli, Bucky Pizzarelli, Jeff Hamilton, 
Terry Gibbs, Warren Vache, amongst many others 
and has recorded with many top pop musicians 
including Tony Bennett. 

Allen’s musical inspiration and interpretive 
approach come from the giants and innovators 
of mainstream saxophone, including Coleman 
Hawkins, Ben Webster, Stan Getz, Illinois 
Jacquet and Lester Young. Unlike many of his 
contemporaries, he has pretty much eschewed 
the modern, avant-garde, and impressionist 
schools of jazz of John Coltrane, Archie Shepp and 
Ornette Coleman.

For his third visit to the Yardbird Suite, Harry Allen 
will be accompanied by the great Tommy Banks 
on piano along with Paul Johnston on bass and 
Thom Bennett on drums.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Harry Allen With The Tommy Banks Trio

when...
From New York/Edmonton

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • APRIL 24-25
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Harry Allen - tenor sax
Tommy Banks - piano
Paul Johnston - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

harryallenjazz.com
www.tommybanks.info
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Edmonton’s jazz enthusiasts are no strangers 
to Paul Ledding’s honest and soulful stage 
presence. He has become a staple at music 
venues around the city with his stunning 
interpretations of hits from varying genres 
and his evolving repertoire of original 
compositions. Recently, Ledding began touring 
Western Canada to promote his debut EP, 
while continuing to write new material for his 
upcoming full-length album. And now, Ledding 
will be returning to the Yardbird, where his 
album was first released. 

“Play Me a Song”, which is currently being 
played on CKUA and CBC Radio, tells Ledding’s 
story of finding love and the lessons he learned 
along the way. 

“Music is the fuel that keeps me going. It 
reminds me to keep doing what I enjoy doing 
and it provides me with a chance to inspire 
others through my songwriting,” says Ledding.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Paul Ledding

when...
From Edmonton

FRIDAY • MAY 1
MEMBERS $14
GUESTS $18
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Paul Ledding - vocals
Dave Babcock - saxophone
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Lindsey Nagy - backup vocals
Josh Mellott - piano
Travis Switzer - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

paulledding.com



“Writing and coming up with new ideas for 

arrangements is very exciting to me. I simply 

try to not only challenge myself on a musical 

level but to create arrangements that are fresh, 

exciting and memorable to people”. 

Born and raised in Calgary, Andrea Petrity 

pursued a long and varied musical career 

before recording her debut CD “It’s About Time” 

in August, 2014 with the group that will be 

performing with her at the Yardbird Suite. The

 album highlights Andréa as a composer and 

an arranger, featuring her original compositions 

and fresh arrangements of familiar standards. 

Andréa keeps a very busy schedule performing 

in various venues throughout the Calgary 

area, teaching piano at De Waal Music Studio, 

and producing and arranging her annual “A 

Jazzy Time of Year” Christmas show. She is also 

involved with many other ongoing bands, 

projects and shows including workshops with 

Canadian saxophone legend Phil Dwyer. 

“I am inspired every day! I am committed to 

learning, listening, becoming a better musician, 

to create and to be performing as much as 

possible. You learn by doing. I NEVER want to 

stop. I love this.” 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Andréa Petrity Quartet

when...
From Calgary

SATURDAY • MAY 2
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Andréa Petrity - piano
Pat Belliveau - saxophone
Stefano Valdo - bass
Robin Tufts - drums

andreapetrity.com
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Imagine a group with the swing of the Count 

Basie band, the firepower of Art Blakey’s 

Jazz Messengers, and the sizzle of today’s 

contemporary sound. Throw in a big helping 

of the blues and a touch of the exotic flavours 

of world jazz-from South America and Cuba 

through the Middle East and you have the 

sound of the University of Manitoba’s Desautels 

Jazz Faculty Ensemble. Built up over the past 

decade and hailing from New York, St. Louis, 

Michigan, Calgary, and Winnipeg, this group 

brings diverse influences to a single common 

cause: to work together as performers and 

composers to share their love for the music 

and as teachers to support young musicians to 

develop their craft.

All the members of the Desautels Jazz Faculty 

Ensemble maintain busy individual careers, 

and all have international performance credits. 

Fronting the band are Derrick Gardner on 

trumpet and Jon Gordon on alto saxophone. 

Gardner is an alumnus of several bands, 

including the Count Basie Orchestra, and 

leads his own group, the Jazz Prophets. He 

has a big, soulful sound and an unstoppable 

imagination. Gordon is a winner of the 

prestigious Thelonious Monk International Jazz 

Saxophone Competition and one of the top alto 

saxophonists in the world. He’s fiery and intense, 

like New York in a horn. 

Steve Kirby, the Jazz Studies program Director, 

plays a mean bass. He honed his craft with 

many international artists, including Elvin Jones 

and Jazz Machine, and the band leans on his 

rock steady time and soulful solos. Guitarist 

Laurent Roy brings Manitoba’s francophone 

sensibility to the bandstand. His 2013 release 

“Courage My Love” with U of M Jazz Studies 

vocalist Erin Propp earned him a Western 

Canada Music Award and a Juno nomination 

for Best Jazz Vocal Album. He is also in demand 

as a composer and recording engineer. Will 

Bonness, a brilliant pianist and composer, is a 

product of the U of M Jazz Studies program and 

is quickly establishing himself as one of this 

country’s most powerful young artists. Sitting in 

for faculty drummer Quincy Davis on this tour 

is one of his top students, Kevin Waters, who 

brings all the thunder and sophistication of jazz 

drum giant Greg Hutchinson with all the funk 

and versatility of Quest Love. Vocalist Anna-Lisa 

Kirby, born in Toronto and raised in Calgary, is 

an audience favorite, celebrated for her creative 

phrasing and compelling storytelling.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

University Of Manitoba Jazz Faculty Ensemble

when...
From Winnipeg

THURSDAY • MAY 7
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jon Gordon - saxophone
Derrick Gardner - trumpet
Laurent Roy - guitar
Will Bonness - piano
Steve Kirby - bass
Kevin Waters - drums
Anna-Lisa Kirby - vocals

http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/music/programs/
JazzStudies.html

Anna-Lisa Kirby - vocals
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Jon Gordon - saxophone

Will Bonness - piano

Derrick Gardner - trumpet

Steve Kirby - bass

Kevin Waters - drums

Laurent Roy - guitar



Jon Mayer has long been a fixture in the Los 

Angeles area, playing piano at the head of 

many different combos. An excellent modern 

mainstream pianist who earlier in his career 

worked with Kenny Dorham, Jackie McLean, 

the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis Orchestra and Sarah 

Vaughan in addition to recording with John 

Coltrane, he settled in L.A. in 1991 and has since 

released a string of satisfying recordings.

His most recent CD “The Art of the Ballad” is 

different. It is a set of unaccompanied solos 

recorded live in Portland. Mayer interprets 

a dozen of his favorite ballads at slow to 

medium-slow tempos. While it is a challenge 

for most pianists to perform a full set of music 

in this setting, Mayer builds his solos off of the 

rich melodies and comes up with continually 

fresh variations while keeping the themes in 

mind. Whether performing “Prelude to a Kiss,” 

“My Romance,” “Never Never Land” or “When I 

Fall In Love,” he emphasizes the beauty of the 

songs while infusing the music with his own 

personality and adding to the legacy of the 

timeless compositions.

During Jon’s 2013 weekend at the Yardbird Suite, 

P.J. Perry sat in for a few tunes. This led to a musical 

collaboration between the two that included gigs 

in California last fall with trumpeter Claudio Roditi 
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and drummer Roy McCurdy.

P.J. Perry is considered by many critics and fans 

alike to be Canada’s greatest alto saxophonist. 

Among his many awards and honours are an 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws from the University 

of Alberta, a Juno nomination for his 1999 

recording with the Edmonton Symphony 

Orchestra and a 1993 Juno Award for Best Jazz 

Recording for his album “My Ideal”. P.J. has also 

shared the stage with countless jazz greats.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Jon Mayer/P.J. Perry Quartet

when...
From Los Angeles/Calgary/Edmonton

FRIDAY & SATURDAY • MAY 8 - 9
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Jon Mayer - piano
P.J. Perry - alto sax
Paul Johnston - bass
Jon McCaslin - drums

jonmayer.com
pjperry.com
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The Peter Brötzmann, Hamid Drake, William 

Parker trio brings together three of the most 

distinguished and influential artists in the history 

of avant grade jazz. Combining Brötzmann’s 

explosive “kaput music” with the spectacularly 

flexible rhythmic interplay of Drake and Parker, 

the trio’s sound is at once deeply singular and 

suggestive of world traditional musics from all 

over the map. This tour marks the first time that 

the trio has toured the western United States and 

Canada in its twenty-two year existence..

“Peter Brötzmann is a specter of grim emotion 
and raw energy, whether he’s playing tarogato, 
tenor, or a clarinet in A. He is one of the great 
existential improvisers of free jazz, in that 
his intensity does not seem to move toward 
transcendence but instead speaks of expanding 
passion. William Parker and Hamid Drake 
support, structure and alleviate Brötzmann’s 
testimony, adding and sustaining pulsing 
patterns that invoke African and Afro-Cuban 
ceremony.”

- Stuart Broomer, Coda

Peter Brötzmann/Hamid Drake/William Parker Trio

when...
From Germany/New York/Chicago

FRIDAY • MAY 15
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Peter Brötzmann- saxophones
Hamid Drake - drums
William Parker - bass

www.peterbroetzmann.com
www.drummerworld.com/drummers/Hamid_Drake.html
williamparker.net

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES
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when...
SATURDAY • MAY 16
MEMBERS & GUESTS $5

 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

YARDBIRD SUITE FILM PRESENTATION
 

Director: Adam Kahan
Country: USA
Release Date: 16 October 2014
Runtime: 88 min  DOORS 7 PM  SHOW 8 PM
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John Stowell began his successful career in 

the early 1970s. Several years later he met 

bassist David Friesen in New York City, and 

they formed a duo that recorded and toured 

prolifically for seven years, with performances 

around the globe. The duo continues to 

perform thirty years after their first meeting.

One of the early highlights of his career was 

his 1983 tour of the Soviet Union with Paul 

Horn and David Friesen. This was the first time 

in forty years that an American jazz group had 

been invited to play public performances in 

Russia.

A resident of Portland, Oregon, John continues 

to tour, record and teach internationally. His 

recording credits include Milt Jackson, Lionel 

Hampton, Art Farmer, Herb Ellis, Bill Watrous, 

George Cables, Billy Higgins, Billy Hart, Richie 

Cole, Paul Horn, Tom Harrrell, Don Thompson, 

Dave Liebman, and the aforementioned David 

Friesen. 

He has appeared in Edmonton on numerous 

previous occasions, the last time being 2010 

during the Edmonton International Jazz 

Festival. Joining him for his Yardbird Suite 

return will be two of Seattle’s finest, Jeff 

Johnson on bass and John Bishop on drums.

“In the age of mediocrity and clones, John 
Stowell’s uniqueness and originality are a 
breath of fresh air. I love playing with him.”  

- Paul Horn

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Scenes

when...
From Portland/Seattle

FRIDAY • MAY 22
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Stowell - guitar
Jeff Johnson - bass
John Bishop - drums

johnstowell.com
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Satoko Fujii & Kaze

Kaze brings together two of Japan’s foremost 

improviser-composers - trumpeter Natsuki 

Tamura and pianist Satoko Fujii - and French 

improvisers from the Muzzix collective - 

trumpeter Christian Pruvost and drummer Peter 

Orins. 

Melodic, abstract, mysterious, beautiful, and 

confrontational, Kaze plays free jazz at its most 

creative and powerful. The members of this 

international quartet share an insatiable appetite 

for sonic experimentation, boundless energy and 

enthusiasm, and the disciplined intelligence of 

accomplished spontaneous composers. 

The group has released three acclaimed 

recordings - 2011’s “Rafale”, 2013’s “Tornado”, and a 

brand new CD to be released during the group’s 

current tour. The nominal leader of the group, 

pianist Satoko Fujii, is hailed as one of the most 

original voices in jazz today. She’s “a virtuoso 

piano improviser, an original composer and a 

band-leader who gets the best collaborators to 

deliver,” says The Guardian. In concert and on 

some 75 albums as a leader or co-leader, the 

Japanese native synthesizes jazz, contemporary 

classical, avant-rock and Japanese folk music into 

an innovative music instantly recognizable as hers 

alone. 

Kaze’s electrifying new music has earned wide 

critical praise: “Intense and playful, down-to-

earth and international…” (JazzTimes.com). “…

twists and turns, noise followed by lyrical beauty; 

nuanced percussion followed by powerhouse 

drumming; and wild cacophonies that lead into 

introspective solo slots. Expect the unexpected.” - 

Dan McClenaghan, All About Jazz. “9 out of 10…. 

an explosive sound that’s also impressive in its 
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when...
From Japan/France

SATURDAY • MAY 23
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Satoko Fujii - piano
Natsuki Tamura - trumpet
Christian Pruvost - trumpet
Peter Orins - drums

satokofujii.com

movement… Can’t come more recommended.” 

- John Garratt, Pop Matters. Kaze “takes jazz 

abstraction to a sublime limit. And it does sound 

like the process of abstract painting - everything is 

about balance, the relationship of mark to ground, 

the shape of lines, with vague reference to a tonal 

center of fixed time-keeping… There is suspense, 

virtuosity, mystery, calm.” - Jon Garelick, Giant 

Steps. “… one of the most musically dynamic and 

intense “jazz” sets of the year: Satoko Fujii’s Kaze 

quartet… If you think you can imagine what 

piano, drums, and two trumpets will sound like, 

think again.” - Derk Richardson, KPFA Radio. 



In 2012 Tony Wilson published a novella 

entitled “A Day’s Life” which is an account of 

a day in the life of a homeless, crack-addicted 

busker who lives in Vancouver’s Downtown 

Eastside. While writing the book, Wilson also 

composed music that was inspired by the 

plight of the homeless and drug-addicted 

people of this neighborhood. The CD was 

released on the Drip Audio label in February of 

this year. 

The members of the quartet have won 

numerous award (Junos, West Coast Music 

Awards, Rising Star awards, to name a few). 

They have also performed in numerous well-

known west coast bands such as Veda Hille, 

Peggy Lee Band, Dan Mangan, The Inhabitants 

and Pugs and Crows. Tony Wilson has toured, 

recorded and performed with numerous 

Canadian, American and European musicians 

in Canada and aboard.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Tony Wilson & A Day’s Life Band
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when...
From Vancouver

FRIDAY • MAY 29
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tony Wilson - guitar
Tyson Naylor - keyboards
Russell Sholberg - bass
Skye Brooks - drums

tony-wilson.ca

“…a talismanic West Coast figure”

~ Downbeat Magazine

“…utterly abandoned and impossibly 
tight. Wilson is an unusually direct and 
emotional player…the music, though 
fierce, was also suffused by feelings of joy 
and love; the respect that these players 
have for each other is obvious”

~ The Georgia Straight
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Having strummed since the sixth grade on 

his grandfather’s old guitar, Keith Price landed 

his first gigs at age fifteen. First influenced by 

pop, punk and heavy metal, he discovered jazz 

through the intensity and spirituality of John 

Coltrane. Price began his formal studies in 

music at age nineteen in Amsterdam and then 

completed them in Winnipeg with guitarist 

Larry Roy as part of Steve Kirby’s newly 

established jazz program at The University of 

Manitoba. Price has also studied in Boston with 

Mick Goodrick, and in Brandon with pianist 

Michael Cain.

Price is known for his simple and expressive 

approach to improvisation and his warm, 

spacey guitar tones. His original material is 

melodic, introspective, and connects with 

ideas and feelings that are of a spiritual nature. 

Price’s choice to cover material by artists like 

St. Vincent, Neil Young, and Sufjan Stevens is 

an intentional decision designed to bridge the 

gap between the everyday music lover and the 

sometimes hard-to-understand world of jazz.

He has released three full-length albums 

“Solo Guitar” (2013), “Gaia/Goya” (2011), and 

“Breakfast of Champions” (2009). All three discs 

have been well-received in terms of airplay 

and award nominations including the 2013 

Julian Award for Excellence for Emerging 

Canadian Artists, the TD Grand Prix Du Jazz 

and The Galaxie Rising Star awards at the 2010 

Montreal International Jazz Festival.

For his 2015 Yardbird Suite performance, Price’s 

trio will be joined by special guest vocalist Mira 

Black.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Keith Price Trio  
With Special Guest Mira Black

when...
From Winnipeg/Calgary

SATURDAY • MAY 30
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Keith Price - guitar
Mira Black - vocals
Julian Bradford - bass
Curtis Nowosad - drums

keithprice.ca
mirablack.com



Tyler Hornby started drumming at age 10, 

honed his artistry in high school big bands and 

experimental jazz combos, and has blossomed 

into one of the country’s most innovative and 

sought-after drummers.

Since completing his formal musical education 

in 2006, Tyler has become a gifted composer 

by expanding his musical tastes, studying the 

craft with Grammy Award winning pianist 

Chip Stephens, and immersing himself in the 

work of other great players from all over the 

planet. His list of collaborators is wide and 

varied, including Bob Mintzer, Ingrid Jensen, 

Wycliffe Gordon, Alain Caron, Randy Brecker, 

Tom Harrell, Irvin Mayfield, James Carter, Hugh 

Fraser, Tommy Banks, PJ Perry, Shelly Berg, 

Ralph Bowen, Phil Dwyer, Mike Murley, David 

Braid, Campbell Ryga, Jeff Johnston, Brad 

Turner, and Jens Lindemann.

Hornby has performed at festivals, clubs and 

concerts in North America, South America 

and Europe, and has appeared on more than 

30 recordings. He has been nominated for the 

Galaxie Rising Star Award of Radio Canada & 

General Motors Grand Jazz Award at Festival 

International de Jazz de Montreal and a 

Western Canada Music Association award for 

Best Jazz Recording of 

the Year. His B3 Trio 

disc “Locus” also 

received a WCMA 

nomination for 

Best Jazz 

Recording of

 the Year in 

2014.

In addition to working with his own groups, 

Hornby is also the drummer for Johanna 

Sillanpaa, Sillan & Young, and the Poland/

Canada Jazz Trio Sikala/Lemanczyk/Hornby 

which received a 4 star review in Jazz Forum 

Magazine for their latest release “Able to Fly”. 

Tyler is an instructor at Ambrose University 

teaching drum set, jazz history, and combo 

jazz. He has developed clinics and workshops 

in Canada, Germany, Italy, Poland, the United 

States, and Venezuela, and is the founder and 

director of the Drumset Educational Camp 

(MRU) held annually in August.

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Tyler Hornby Quartet

when...
From Calgary/Edmonton

FRIDAY • JUNE 5
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Tyler Hornby - drums
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Chris Andrew - piano
Jon Day - trumpet

tylerhornby.com
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March 24
Jeff Hendrick Quartet

March 31
Doug Organ Piano Trio

April 7
Remi Noel Quartet

April 14
Mallory Chipman Quartet

April 21
A/B Trio with Jeremiah 
McDade

April 28
Stephanie Urquhart 
Quartet

May 5
Celsius Quartet

May 12
John Sweenie Quartet

May 19
Grumpy Dan And The Jazz 
Curmudgeons

May 26
Writers’ Guild

June 2
Charlie Austin Trio

Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best jazz players and up-and-coming musicians 
arrive to play together on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour set from the featured band, 
followed by a jam session with selected musicians from the audience sitting in or taking the place of 
a member of the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz musicians to play together and network, and 
provide an opportunity to mentor the younger musicians wanting to gain experience as they grow 
their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert 
environment.

JAMMIN’

TUESDAY NIGHT SESSIONS – SPRING 2015

details...
TICKETS AT THE DOOR

MEMBERS & GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM 
SHOW 8 PM



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

ALL SHowS bEgIN AT 8PM (DooRS oPEN AT 7PM)
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

March...
March 27
Fern Lindzon
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

March 28
JOHN STETCH’S CLASSICAL 
STANDARDS
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

March 29 (Sunday)
Rene Marie
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April...
April 3-4
Eddie Vaan Shaw
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

April 5
Willie Jones III Quintet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

April 10
Tunnel Six
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

April 11
Cara Matthew
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

April 17
The Cookers Quintet
Members $22, Guests $26

April 18
Lorna Maclachlan Quintet
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

April 24-25
Harry Allen With  
The Tommy Banks Trio
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

May...
May 1
Paul Ledding
MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18

May 2
Andréa Petrity Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

May 7 (Thursday)
University Of Manitoba Jazz 
Faculty Ensemble
Members $22, Guests $26

May 8-9
Jon Mayer/P.J. Perry Quartet
Members $22, Guests $26

May 15
Peter Brötzmann/Hamid Drake/
William Parker Trio
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

May 22
Scenes
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

May 23
Satoko Fujii & Kaze
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

May 29
Tony Wilson & A Day’s Life Band
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

May 30
Keith Price Trio With Special 
Guest Mira Black
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

June...
June 5
Tyler Hornby Quartet
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

At a Glance...

Celebrating 30 Years at 11 Tommy Banks Way

May 16
Yardbird Suite Film
MEMBERS & GUESTS $5


