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Anyone who has followed the career of trumpeter 
Dave Douglas, knows that he has been strongly 
influenced by and paid his own tributes to a wide 
range of music - from Lester Bowie to Mary Lou 
Williams to Joni Mitchell to Booker Little to Don 
Cherry and Wayne Shorter. However, few to date 
know of his admiration for the late clarinetist and 
erstwhile saxophonist Jimmy Giuffre. Douglas, 
like Giuffre, constantly reinvents himself, never 
allowing himself to be defined by one project or 
association.

Similarly, Douglas’ main collaborator in Riverside, 
Canadian saxophonist Chet Doxas has led 
a career of great variety - from touring with 
Canadian pop and folk singers Sam Roberts and 
Rufus Wainwright to leading bands with Canada’s 
leading jazz players such as Oliver Jones and 
Guido Basso as well as stints with American jazz 
stars Maria Schneider, Joe Lovano, Jason Moran, 
and Bill Stewart.

As it turned out, Chet Doxas shared a love 
and mutual admiration for Giuffre’s work. 
Unbeknownst to Doxas, Douglas had previously 
worked on charts for a Giuffre-inspired project 

Riverside: A Tribute To Jimmy Giuffre featuring 
Dave Douglas and Chet Doxas

that was never recorded. After meeting at the 
Banff Centre when Douglas was director, Doxas 
invited him to play, and they found their shared 
interest to be a perfect match.

The quartet on the CD, co-led by Douglas, on 
trumpet, and Doxas, on clarinet and tenor 
saxophone, has a rhythm section comprised of 
Steve Swallow (a former member of the Jimmy 
Giuffre 3) on electric bass and Jim Doxas (Chet’s 
brother and frequent collaborator) on drums. 
For the Yardbird Suite gig, Swallow is replaced by 
Canadian pedal steel guitarist Joe Grass.

The name Riverside represents the image of the 
music we both brought to the table,” says Doxas. 
Douglas adds, “The name references nature - like 
standing in the mud down by the river - that 
relaxed and organic quality in folk music and 
improvisation. “The quartet aims to show their 
appreciation and respect for the late reedman 
and composer, but rather than being just a tribute 
band and simply performing Giuffre’s repertoire, 
Douglas and Doxas have composed new music 
that highlights their inspiration. 

when...
From Montreal/New York/New Brunswick

THURSDAY • NOVEMBER 6
MEMBERS $24
GUESTS $28
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Dave Douglas - trumpet
Chet Doxas – clarinet and tenor saxophone
Joe Grass – pedal steel guitar
Jim Doxas - drums

chetdoxas.com/riverside
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Brenda Earle Stokes
Jazz pianist and singer Brenda Earle Stokes’ 
career is a testament to Emerson’s idea that life 
is a journey, not a destination. Stokes has fused 
a passion for the piano and a love of singing 
into a vibrant career that spans genres easily. 
With her new album “Right About Now”, she’s 
found a balance between her two instruments 
and very personal place from which to tell 
stories. The disc features six of Brenda’s original 
compositions, new lyrics to compositions by 
Village Vanguard lead alto saxophonist Dick 
Oatts and Brazilian legend Egberto Gismonti 
as well as unexpected takes on songs by 
Joe Jackson and Pete Townshend. Brenda’s 
expressive vocals are framed by virtuosic piano 
chops and explore a range of genre-bending 
grooves rooted in modern jazz.

A native of Sarnia, Ontario, Brenda’s career has 
performed throughout North America, Europe 
and elsewhere at various prestigious events 

and venues. She has worked with such artists at 
Wycliffe Gordon, Donny McCaslin and the DIVA 
Jazz Orchestra. Stokes currently resides in New 
York City where she continues to write music, 
refine her craft, and learn how to balance the 
various sides of her musical personality. And 
most importantly, she continues to prove that 
life is about the journey.

Petra Cancura  
& Down Home
Petr Cancura’s roots inspired music was 
nominated for Best Instrumental Album at the 
2014 JUNO Awards and won Best Instrumental 
Jazz Album at the 2014 Independent Music 
Awards. 

Wordless stories of the deep-south, gut 
wrenching cry of the old times, Petr Cancura 
& Down Home turns old black & white 
photographs into music. Known for bringing 
together roots music and jazz, his critically 

when...
From New York/Calgary & Ottawa/New York

fRiDAY • NOVEMBER 7
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

BRENDA EARLE STOKES
Brenda Earle Stokes - piano/voice
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Karl Schwonik – drums

brendaearle.com

PETR CANCURA & DOWN HOME
Petr Cancura - saxophone
Brian Drye - trombone, piano
Kirk Knuffke - cornet
Richie Barshay - drums
Garth Stevenson - bass

petrcancura.com

DOUBLE BILL
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acclaimed group from Brooklyn tackles old-
time Mississippi blues and combines it with a 
touch of New Orleans and a whole lot of New 
York jazz vibe... Down Home sounds like a group 
of top improvisers from New York congregated 
on a porch, off the beaten path somewhere in 
Mississippi.

The project was inspired in part by a trip to the 
Otha Turner Family Goat Roast. About an hour 
south of Memphis is an incredible community 
fostered by the legacy of the late great fife and 
drum artist Otha Turner. Turner’s music was 
featured in the movie “Gangs of New York” as 
well as Ken Burns’ documentary on the blues. 

“The raw deep tradition of Turner as well as 
the music of the deep south in general is what 
inspired the music of this group. The phrasing 
is laid back, and the grooves are built with this 
rawness in mind. There is lots of improvising, 
mostly in the form of soloing. On-the-spot 
arranging is a key ingredient - which allows for 
an organic shaping of the musical performances. 

All of this is a very specific amalgamation of jazz 
and folk sensibilities.”

Down Home is led by talented multi-
instrumentalist/composer/photographer Petr 
Cancura. Born in  the Czech Republic, brought 
up in Ottawa, and calling Brooklyn home 
for the last decade, it is no surprise that Petr 
Cancura’s musical pallet is as wide as it is. He 
is a saxophonist with a vast knowledge of jazz, 
Balkan, African and American folk traditions. 

The Brooklyn-centric cast that collaborate 
with Cancura are at the forefront of New York’s 
Jazz scene: Richie Barshay on drums, Garth 
Stevenson on bass, Kirk Knuffke on cornet and 
Brian Drye on trombone and piano.

The group combines the rawness of blues, 
Appalachian and American roots music, with 
jazz improvising. The group can turn on a dime, 
stretch the time to make it feel elastic and 
individually solo with explosive, raw and soulful 
energy.

DOUBLE BILL



6    Yardbird Festival of Canadian Jazz 2014  •  Celebrating 30 Years at 11 Tommy Banks Way

DOUBLE BILL

Allison Au Quartetwhen...
From Toronto & Montreal

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 8
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

ALLISON AU QUARTET
Allison Au - saxophone
Todd Pentney - piano
Jon Maharaj - bass
Fabio Ragnelli - drums

allisonau.com 

EMIE R. ROUSSEL TRIO
Emie R. Roussel - piano
Nicolas Bedard - bass
Dominic Cloutier - drums

emierroussel.com

Juno-nominated in 2013 for their debut album 
“The Sky Was Pale Blue, Then Grey”, the Allison 
Au Quartet is a Toronto-based modern jazz 
ensemble. Since its formation in 2009, the group 
has maintained a steady performance schedule 
at Toronto’s major jazz clubs. The quartet was 
also the recipient of the TD Jazz Fellowship 
Scholarship in 2011 and the Alfred and Phyllis 
Balm Scholarship in 2012 to attend the Winter 
Creative Music Residency at the Banff Centre.

Saxophonist/composer Allison Au is constantly 
intrigued by new sounds and textures and 
strives to emanate a sense of exploration and 
discovery in her work. She aims to create musical 
templates that sound fresh, unconventional, yet 
engaging and thought-provoking.
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DOUBLE BILL

Allison Au Quartet
Born and raised on Montreal’s South Shore 
and now living in Rimouski, pianist Emie 
Rioux Roussel is known for her solid yet 
nuanced compositions. She burst onto 
Quebec’s live music scene in 2007, and 
has shared the stage with such leading 
talents as Terry Clarke, Mike Gauthier, Éric 
Lagacé, Alex Bellegarde, Dave Watts, Michel 
Berthiaume and Norman Lachapelle.

In 2010, she founded the Emie R. Roussel 
Trio and released two original albums 
“Temps inégal” in 2010 and “Transit” in 2013. 
With Nicolas Bédard on double bass and 
Dominic Cloutier on drums, the trio is a 
prime example of Quebec’s contemporary 
jazz sound: resolutely young, rhythm-based, 
and infused with straightforward rock and 
pop harmonies. The Emie R. Roussel Trio 
received a special mention from the jury 
of the 2013 TD Grand Jazz Award at the 
Montreal International Jazz Festival, and 
won the People’s Choice award at the 28th 
annual Festi Jazz International de Rimouski.

In 2011 Emie joined the faculty of the Jazz-
Pop program at the Cégep de Rimouski as 
a teacher and accompanist, and in 2014 
she was named one of Radio-Canada’s 
“Discoveries of the Year.”ssel Trio

As a composer/arranger, Allison’s work has 
been featured with Hilario Duran’s Latin Big 
Band, Grammy-nominated jazz vocalist Roberta 
Gambarini, as well as a number of European 
groups and orchestras.

The Allison Au Quartet features the versatile 
musicianship of Todd Pentney on piano, Jon 
Maharaj on bass and Fabio Ragnelli on drums.

Emie R. Roussel Trio
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Sandro Dominelli is one of Canada`s most 
creative, talented and tasteful drummers. Through 
his continuing success as a much sought-after 
composer, bandleader, and producer he has 
proven to be an established luminary on the 
Canadian music scene. Catching the attention of 
local and international jazz icons alike, Sandro has 
collaborated with a long list of the veritable who’s 
who such as Joe Lovano, Sheila Jordan, Ernie 
Watts, Doug Riley, Oliver Jones, Hugh Fraser, P.J. 
Perry and Tommy Banks. With a Juno nomination, 
two Western Canadian Music Awards, and 
Canadian Independent Music Award under his 
belt, Sandro’s achievements continue to make 
him one of Canada’s most established musicians.

Sandro’s power trio has been recognized as a 
force in the North American jazz scene since 
recording “The Alvo Sessions” in 2010. Receiving 
a 2010 Western Canadian Music Award for Jazz 
Recording of the Year, touring the national Jazz 
Festival circuit, receiving reviews in Modern 
Drummer & Downbeat Magazine, as well as 
airplay and press in Europe and the U.K. are a few 
of this group’s successes. The CD featured the East 
Indian inspired guitar playing of Rez Abbasi and 
the electric bass sounds of Chris Tarry (multiple 
Juno Award winner). For this concert, Rez Abbasi 
is replaced by another New York-based guitarist, 
Pete McCann. McCann has been an integral part 
of the New York City scene for 20 years and is 
one of the first-call sidemen there. He works in 
numerous groups and has appeared on over 60 
CDs.

Join us for an evening of outside the box, 
interactive, and intimate musical creation with 
the Sandro Dominelli Trio.

Sandro Dominelli Trio

when...
From Edmonton/New York

SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 9
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Pete McCann - guitar
Chris Tarry - electric bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums 

christarry.com
petemccann.com

“Sandro Dominelli conveys the flavor of New York City on The Alvo Sessions. 
A well-rounded musician, Dominelli is devoted to his art.”

- International Musician’s Magazine, New York
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On Tuesday nights, Edmonton’s best jazz players 
and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play 
together. The evening begins with a one hour 
set from the featured band, followed by a jam 
session.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local 
jazz musicians to play together and network, and 
provide an opportunity to mentor the younger 
musicians wanting to gain experience as they 
grow their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific 
opportunity to hear some live jazz in a relaxed 
concert environment.

Thom Golub Quartet
Tuesday Night Session

when...
From Edmonton

TUESDAY • NOVEMBER 11
MEMBERS $5
GUESTS $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Thom Golub - bass
Don Berner - saxophone
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Gord Graber - drums
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The Pugs and Crows are an instrumental band 
that performs original music that evokes a shifting 
range of sonic colours and ambient soundscapes. 
The ensemble’s unique cinematic sound is due 
in part to the unusual instrumentation of violin, 
double bass, guitar, piano, and drums. Joining the 
group for this event will be renowned west coast 
guitarist Tony Wilson.

The band is best experienced within a quiet and 
focused listening setting where the dynamic 
subtleties of their music can be appreciated, 
but there is also enough intensity in their 
performances to leave a lasting impression in a 
loud bar or club.

In 2010, the group received the Galaxie Rising Star 
award for their performance at the Vancouver 
International Jazz Festival. In addition, the group 
recently participated in the world-renowned Jazz 
and Creative Music workshop at the Banff Centre 
for the Arts under the direction of Dave Douglas. 

Highlights for the band include the release of 
their second independent recording “Fantastic 
Pictures,” which won the 2013 Juno Award for 
Instrumental Album of the Year as well as an 
opening performance for Bill Frisell at the 2012 
Vancouver International Jazz Festival.

Pugs And Crows with special guest Tony Wilson

when...

when...
From Vancouver

WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 12
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Catherine Toren - piano
Meredith Bates - violin
Cole Schmidt - guitar
Russell Sholberg - bass
Ben Brown - drums
Tony Wilson - guitar

pugsandcrows.com
tony-wilson.ca
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Myriad3 was an accident. Chris Donnelly, Dan 
Fortin, and Ernesto Cervini had never played 
together until a few substitutions and a twist of 
fate put them on stage together for the first time 
in late 2010. Since then, the trio has completed 
multiple tours of Canada, the U.S. and Europe, 
including opening for Earth, Wind & Fire at the 
Ottawa Jazz Festival in 2014.

The band is a true collective. Each member acts 
simultaneously as a leader and a sideman. They 
play mostly original music that features different 
aspects of jazz improvisation, ensemble playing 
and contemporary composition. In June 2014, 
Myriad3 released their second album “The 
Where” on Universal/Alma Records.

Myriad3

when...
From Toronto

THURSDAY • NOVEMBER 13
MEMBERS $18
GUESTS $22
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Chris Donnelly - piano
Dan Fortin - bass
Ernesto Cervini - drums

myriad3.com



Mike Morrisseau  
Quartet
Edmonton guitarist Mike Morrisseau has been 
involved with the Edmonton music scene for 
several years. Mike is a graduate of the Grant 
MacEwan music program in guitar performance, 
attended St. Francis Xavier University for jazz 
studies, participated in the Banff Centre for the 
Arts International Jazz Workshop and has also 
studied music education at the University of 
Alberta. Mike also spent time in Dublin, Ireland, 
studying with jazz guitar legend Louis Stewart. 
Mike’s first EP of original compositions for solo 
electric guitar “Frozen” was nominated for an 
Edmonton Music Award for best jazz recording 
in 2012.

Currently Mike maintains a busy schedule 
teaching private studio lessons and performing 
with various groups around Edmonton. Mike 
is also the guitarist and founding member for 
Edmonton indie group “Sister Gray”. He has just 
released a new album of original tunes with his 
trio called “Tree City”.

when...
From Edmonton & Montreal

fRiDAY • NOVEMBER 14
MEMBERS $22
GUESTS $26
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

MIKE MORRISSEAU QUARTET
Mike Morrisseau - guitar
Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Josh McHan - bass
Bill George - drums

EFFENDI JAZZLAB ORCHESTRA
John Roney - piano
Erik Hove - alto saxophone, flute
Andre Leroux - tenor saxophone, flute
Samuel Blais - baritone & soprano saxophone
Aron Doyle - trumpet
Jean-Nicolas Trottier - trombone
Alain Bedard - bass
Kevin Warren - drums

jazzlabmusic.com 

DOUBLE BILL
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Effendi Jazzlab 
Orchestra
Effendi Jazzlab, featuring the top players and 
composers of the Quebec jazz scene represents 
the vision of an ensemble as a meeting place 
for talents whose fruits are given out to a large 
audience of jazz fans. Jazzlab makes possible 
the gathering of distinctive paths within a 
collective endeavor to tame a wide spectrum 
of approaches and styles, from conventional 
swing to a Gil Evans impressionism via free jazz.

The capacity to elaborate a musical perspective 
of their own with enthusiasm within the world 
of contemporary jazz is probably the most 
striking character of this Montreal-based think 
tank that explores the paths of modern jazz 
with a rare intensity and boldness.

DOUBLE BILL

Since their start in 2003, Jazzlab has successfully 
built a genuine identity and a sound based on 
beautiful improvisations and other musical 
adventures. Jazzlab sounds like a joyful 
brainstorming session in which the passion 
of jazz naturally communicates itself to the 
listeners, with something there for every taste, 
from the most rigorously written pieces to 
more freely improvised titles where creativity 
comes first before virtuosity.

A perfect swing and a capacity to sound like an 
intimate combo or a powerful big band helps 
them to build highly-coloured and contrasted 
atmospheres resulting in an excellent example 
of the ongoing tradition of the forward-
thinking small big band.



Stefan Kijek Trio
Stefan Kijek is a versatile Edmonton-
based pianist who draws from a wide 
variety of influences to create a powerful 
musical experience at every show. He plays 
professionally in a number of styles, but 
cultivates a special passion for the jazz tradition. 
Currently he leads his own trio and plays with a 
number of bands in the Edmonton area.

Mike Rud’s Notes On 
Montréal Featuring 
Sienna Dahlen

Growing up in Edmonton and now based 
in Montreal, jazz guitarist Mike Rud is now a 
veteran Canadian jazz musician and songwriter. 
He has created a timeless work of art with “Notes 
on Montréal”, the 2013 album he conceived, 
wrote all music and lyrics for, arranged, and 
played guitar on. It was awarded the Vocal Jazz 
Album of the Year at the 2014 Juno Awards.

Inspired by great novels set in Montreal and 
his own experiences living in la Belle Ville, Mike 
has written a cycle of music and lyrics focused 
around that city and its mythic identity. The 
songs reflect sometimes on characters and 
scenarios from the literature of Montréal (Roy, 
Richler, Tremblay and many others), other 
times on broader themes, also drawn from 
those great books. It’s a remarkable song cycle, 
featuring Sienna Dahlen’s expressive vocals 
that seamlessly segue between jazz and pop.

Mike started his jazz career in Edmonton where 
one of his earliest Yardbird Suite gigs was with 
the legendary Herb Ellis in 1986. He has shared 
the stage with other jazz luminaries such 
as Kenny Wheeler, Chuck Israels, and Randy 
Brecker, to name just a few.

when...
From Edmonton & Montreal

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 15
MEMBERS $20
GUESTS $24
DOORS 7 PM - SHOW 8 PM

STEFAN KIJEK TRIO
Stefan Kijek - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

MIKE RUD’S NOTES ON MONTRÉAL
FEATURING SIENNA DAHLEN
Mike Rud - guitar
Sienna Dahlen - vocals
Chad Linsley - piano
Adrian Vedady - bass
Dave Laing - drums

mikerud.com
siennadahlen.com 

DOUBLE BILL
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DOUBLE BILL

“It’s a deeply ambitious project to be sure, but it’s also a resounding 
success, establishing Rud not simply as a first-rate jazz guitarist but 
as a formidable songwriter and distinctive Canadian artist with a 
compelling vision to share.”

- Peter Hum, Ottawa Citizen
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November 6
Riverside: A Tribute  
To Jimmy Giuffre  
featuring Dave Douglas and 
Chet Doxas
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28

November 7 - Double Bill
Brenda Earle Stokes 
Petr Cancura & Down Home
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

November 8 - Double Bill
Allison Au Quartet
Emie R. Roussel Trio
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

November 9
Sandro Dominelli Trio
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

November 11
Tuesday Night Session
Thom Golub Quartet
MEMBERS $5, GUESTS $5

November 12
Pugs and Crows with 
special guest Tony Wilson
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

November 13
Myriad 3
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

November 14 - Double Bill
Mike Morrisseau Quartet
Effendi Jazzlab Orchestra
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

November 15 - Double Bill
Stefan Kijek Trio
Mike Rud’s Notes on 
Montréal featuring Sienna 
Dahlen
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24


