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Sri Lankan/Portuguese Australian-born sax-
ophonist/composer Jacam Manricks is one 
of the many Young Lions who emerged on 
the jazz scene in the first decade of the 21st 
century. Raised in an extremely musical family, 
his formal musical training culminated in 
a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the 
Manhattan School of Music in 2007. Jacam 
is now a very experienced musical educator 
currently teaching at the New School of Jazz 
and Contemporary Music in New York. He also 
conducts master classes and clinics in North 
America and Australia.

As a saxophonist and woodwind player, Jacam 
has performed and/or recorded with some of 
the most prestigious international artists of 
our time. He has recorded four albums to date 
- “Sky’s the Limit”, “Labyrinth”, “Trigonometry” 
and “Could Nine”. His second album “Labyrinth” 
received rave reviews in numerous publications.

Clarence Penn is one of the most “in demand” 
drummers on the New York jazz scene. After 
completing his jazz education, Penn met Lewis 
Nash who introduced him to Betty Carter. Carter 
hired him and he remained with her for several 
years. He went on to play with Stanley Clarke. Since 
then, he has toured, performed and recorded with 
a wide range of different artists, including Christian 
McBride, Michael Brecker, Dizzy Gillespie, Luciana 
Souza, Gary Burton, Joshua Redman, Gonzalo 
Rubalcaba, Charlie Haden, and Maria Schneider. 

His sideman credits total in the range of 300 
recordings. “It’s important that people know my 
versatility, sensitivity and professionalism,” says 
Penn. “I’m very serious about what I do, and I want 
people to know that I can do the job that I’m called 
to do.”

Penn has recorded several albums as a leader, 
mainly for the Criss Cross label, including 1997’s 
“Penn’s Landing” which was chosen by the New 
York Times jazz critics as one of the best records 
of the year. His latest releases include a disc of 
all originals and another featuring a tribute to 
Thelonious Monk.

Jacam Manricks Trio  
featuring Clarence Penn

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

when...
From New York/Vancouver

FRIDAY, JAnuARY 17, 2014 
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jacam Manricks – saxophone
Jodi Proznick – bass
Clarence Penn – drums 

Artist website:
jacammanricks.com
clarencepenn.com
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Run Stop Run

Run Stop Run is the latest project from 

Juno-nominated trombonist William 

Carn. The group’s much-heralded 

debut recording was produced by 

influential saxophonist/composer 

David Binney and showcases Run 

Stop Run’s contemporary sound. This 

recording is released on Binney’s self-

owned Mythology record label. Lush 

and warm, this project incorporates 

infectious grooves with lyrical melodies. 

Run Stop Run (RSR) is a collective in 

every sense of the word. Led by Carn, 

this quartet features four of Canada’s 

top jazz artists performing their own 

brand of eclectic, original, modern jazz 

music that creates a variety of textures 

that simply defines this ensemble’s 

sound. William Carn’s Run Stop Run is 

made up of William Carn on trombone, 

Don Scott on guitar, Jon Maharaj on 

bass, Ethan Ardelli on drums.

From Toronto

SATuRDAY, JAnuARY 18, 2014
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

William Carn – trombone
Don Scott – guitar
Jon Maharaj – bass
Ethan Ardelli – drums

Artist website:
wlliamcarn.com

when...
“Carn shows invention and 
sensitivity in the line of 
creative duty on his own time, 
managing to create music at 
once fresh, challenging and 
assuring”
~ Josef Woodard, Down Beat
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Bridging the worlds of roots, soul, and reggae, 

Buckman Coe is a passionate believer in the 

power of music and art to help shape a brighter 

future. His sun-kissed folk-rock, gospel-tinged soul, 

intoxicating world-beat melodies, and a decidedly 

West Coast psychedelic pop sensibility all play 

a part in providing the sonic platform for Coe’s 

socially conscious lyrics.

From his early beginnings as a folk artist, Buckman 

learned how to mesmerize audiences with only 

his voice and a few finger-picked strings. The 

past few years have seen him stepping onto 

increasingly larger stages to deliver inspirational 

booty-shaking and soul-invigorating roots rock 

reggae with an accomplished band replete 

with ripping electric guitar, bubbling keys, and a 

dynamic rhythm section.

Buckman Coe has been voted best band in 

Vancouver’s Westender and Best Independent 

Band runner-up in the 2013 Georgia Straight 

People’s Choice Awards.

Currently, Buckman is recording his fourth studio 

album “World Soul” following up the acclaimed 

“Crow’s Nest” EP (2013) and “By the Mountain’s 

Feet” (2011). The music and message come from 

his work as a yogi, mental health worker, and 

social citizen, and his deep love of the Pacific 

Northwest. His music has been compared to that 

of Michael Franti, Ben Harper and Jeff Buckley, and 

is informed by the spirits of Bob Marley, Marvin 

Gaye and John Lennon. Buckman is a rising force 

of positive inspiration and music is but one of 

many facets of this spiritually-driven artist.

Buckman Coe Band

From Vancouver

FRIDAY-SATuRDAY, JAnuARY 24-25, 2014

MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Buckman Coe - vocals, guitar, ukulele
Tim Parent - bass, vocals
Adam Parent - drums, vocals
Jon Roper - guitar

Artist website:
buckmancoe.com

when...
From Toronto

SATuRDAY, JAnuARY 18, 2014
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

William Carn – trombone
Don Scott – guitar
Jon Maharaj – bass
Ethan Ardelli – drums

Artist website:
wlliamcarn.com



Born in Berlin, Benny Lackner moved to California at the age of 13. He received his BFA from the California 

Institute of the Arts under the direction of Charlie Haden. In 1997 and 1998, he studied privately with his 

mentor, pianist Brad Mehldau. He has performed at numerous jazz festivals including the North Sea Jazz 

Festival, Montreux and Monterey. He has worked with artists such as the late Billy Higgins, Marc Ribot, 

Brad Shepik, Pheeroan ak Laff and is now residing in Brooklyn and Berlin where he is working with his 

international touring trio and as a sideman and composer. 

Although he is adept in the use of plugged-in keyboards, for his Yardbird Suite debut, Lackner will present 

an evening of solo piano music. The performance will include a blend of originals and rearranged songs of 

the current generation in jazz mode. The reharmonizations of the familiar give the traditional piano form a 

new identity and purpose in which Lackner fuses intensity with unintrusive virtuosity.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Benny Lackner

From Germany

FRIDAY, JAnuARY 31, 2014 
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Benny Lackner - solo piano

Artist Website:
bennylackner.com

when...

“...Benny Lackner has a 
distinctive compositional voice 
that sounds lucid and fresh....”
~ Josef Woodard, Down Beat

6     Winter 2014



A recent recipient of Avenue Magazine’s “Top 40 

under 40” award, Don Berner is one of Edmonton’s 

busiest saxophone players. Don has appeared 

alongside such notable jazz luminaries as P.J. Perry, 

Bobby Shew, Hugh Fraser, Slide Hampton, Bob 

Stroup, Chucho Valdes, Lew Tabackin, Guido Basso, 

Tommy Banks and Hilario Duran.  

Berner can be heard on numerous CDs including 

his own chart-topping releases and has performed 

multiple international festivals and embassies. Don 

maintains a busy performing, lecturing, and teaching 

schedule. He has also been nominated for the TD 

Canada Trust Jazz Award and the Galaxie Rising Star 

Award. Juno Award winner P.J. Perry has called Don 

Berner “one of Canada’s fastest-rising saxophone 

stars. Reads, doubles, solos, he does it all.” Jazz icon 

Hugh Fraser has stated, “Don’s talent as a great 

saxophonist is supported by his compositional and 

band leading talents.”

“Love Letters to a Rat-Free Capital” is Don Berner’s 

fourth album release as a leader and was produced 

by Tommy Banks. The disc features the compositional 

talents of all of the sextet’s members, all very capable 

bandleaders and composers in their own right. If 

you’re a fan of the high energy, heavy swing, and 

intricate compositions of the groups of Dave Holland, 

Art Blakey, or the Marsalis Brothers, this is a band that 

carries on those traditions while engaging in new 

and original material composed in Edmonton!

THE bEST OF ALbERTA JAZZ SERIES

Don Berner Sextet
CD Release

www. yardbirdsuite.com    7

From Edmonton

SATuRDAY, FebRuARY 1, 2014 
MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Don Berner - saxophone
Audrey Ochoa – trombone
Doug Berner - trumpet
Rob Thompson - keys
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

Artist Website:
donberner.com

when...



Chris Andrew, co-founder of the 
“Hutchinson Andrew Trio”, winners of the 
2013 Montreal Jazz Festival’s TD Grand 
Prix Award, has now put together a new 
group called, “Drift”. The concept of Drift 
is original music that covers a lot of 
ground stylistically from traditional to 
contemporary jazz as well as combining 
elements from pop music. In this project, 
Chris surrounds himself with some of the 
top players on the Canadian jazz scene 
- Jim Head on guitar, fresh off recording 
his CD in New York; Sandro Dominelli, 
Juno- nominated jazz drummer; Rubim 
de Toledo, Western Canadian Music 
Award nominee for best jazz recording; 
Jim Brenan, also Western Canadian Music 
Award nominee for best jazz recording; 
and Jerrold Dubyk, Western Canadian 
Music Award winner for best jazz 
recording. This night will present great 
new music featuring a blend of Canada’s 
best.

Chris Andrew presents Drift

THE bEST OF ALbERTA JAZZ SERIES
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From Edmonton/Calgary

FRIDAY, FebRuARY 7, 2014 
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Chris Andrew – piano
Jim Brenan – saxophones
Jerrold Dubyk – saxophones
Jim Head – guitar
Rubim de Toledo – bass
Sandro Dominelli – drums

Artist website:
chrisandrewmusic.com

when...
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Bob Tildesley first came to national prominence 
through his work in the late 1970s with pianists 
Tommy Banks and Bill Emes, and saxophonists Bill 
Jamieson and P.J. Perry. Bob played in R&B bands while 
growing up in Calgary, then moved to Edmonton at 
age 20, where he soon emerged as the city’s leading 
jazz trumpeter. He’s been a mainstay and first call 
trumpeter ever since, building up a resume and body 
of work that places him in the upper echelon of 
Canadian jazz trumpeters.

An expressive soloist, particularly skilled with mutes, 
Bob has been in regular demand as a studio player 
over the years and has appeared on dozens of 
top-drawer albums by such Alberta jazz greats as 
Kent Sangster, Brian Buchanan, Rubim de Toledo, 
Dave Babcock, Chris Andrew, Andrew Glover and Mo 
Lefever, to name a few. Ask any serious jazz musician 
on the scene, and they will confirm Bob is as adept at 
playing bebop as he is at handling blues and swing; 
plus, he’s equally at home in post-bop, post-modern 
and “free” situations.

Following Bob’s creative lead, this group takes an 
improvisational approach to an eclectic range of 
mostly original compositions, creating bold and rich 
soundscapes that blend organic and electronic music.

Bob Tildesley’s Humane Beings

THE bEST OF ALbERTA JAZZ SERIES

From Edmonton

SATuRDAY, FebRuARY 8, 2014 
MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Mo Lefever - guitar
Brett Miles - saxophone
Cliff Minchau - bass
Dwayne Hrynkiw - drums

when...
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John Abercrombie Quartet
Over a career spanning more than 40 years 

and nearly 50 albums, John Abercrombie has 

established himself as one the masters of jazz 

guitar. Favoring unusual sounds and non-

traditional ensembles, Abercrombie is a restless 

experimenter, working firmly in the jazz tradition 

while pushing the boundaries of meter and 

harmony. As Abercrombie told one interviewer, 

“I’d like people to perceive me as having a direct 

connection to the history of jazz guitar, while 

expanding some musical boundaries.” That, no 

doubt, will be his legacy.

Many of his albums have been released on the 

ECM label going back to 1974’s “Timeless”. He 

has been a mainstay of that label ever since. 

For the first time since the 1980s, his current 

quartet release “39 Steps” features a pianist, 

Marc Copland. Copland and Abercrombie have 

a musical association dating back forty years to 

the early jazz-rock band Dreams. Bassist Drew 

Gress and drummer Joey Baron have worked with 

Abercrombie since the 1990s.

“39 Steps” features nine originals plus a most 

unusual version of the standard “Melancholy 

Baby.” Many of the titles reference movies 

directed by Alfred Hitchcock such as the title 

track, “Vertigo”, “Spellbound”, and so on. The 

predominant mood is linear post-bop and lyric 

balladry with an overarching group meditation. It 

draws on a network of trusted relationships.

Besides their lengthy connections with 

Abercrombie, the other three members of 

the group are all prominent and important 

jazz musicians in their own right, each with an 

extensive discography as a leader or a sideman. 

For their Yardbird Suite concert, we can expect 

to hear the sound of a veteran quartet playing at 

the height of its individual members’ intuitive and 

collective abilities.

10     Winter 2014

From New York

THuRSDAY, FebRuARY 13, 2014 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

John Abercrombie - guitar
Marc Copland - piano
Drew Gress - bass
Joey Baron – drums

Artist website:
johnabercrombie.com

when...
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Toronto trombonist Darren Sigesmund has firmly 
established his Strands project as one of Canada’s 
leading national and international touring 
ensembles. Following up on his 2008 debut 
quintet CD “Strands”, Sigesmund released “Strands 
II”, nominated for a 2010 Juno for Best Traditional 
Jazz Album. Sigesmund received the 2010 Galaxie 
Rising Star award for Best Composition (“Dance 
for Leila”) at the Festival International de Jazz de 
Montréal. 

The music in Strands consists of Sigesmund’s 
signature: complex musical passages, accessible 
melodies, wordless vocalizations and a sound that 
synthesizes wildly diverse influences from Latin, 
jazz and classical music into totally distinctive 
works. From the drive and passion of Argentinean 
Tango and Brazilian song forms, the rhythmic 
sophistication and fast-paced melodies of Balkan 
music to the lyricism and counterpoint of Western 
classical compositions, Sigesmund distills these 
influences into cutting-edge Canadian jazz. 

For this tour, Sigesmund has added two special 
guests from New York – Mark Feldman on violin 
and Gary Versace on piano and accordion. 
Feldman has been one of the best known jazz 
violinists since the 1980s, particularly on the more 
adventurous end of the music. After a lengthy 
career as a jazz professor, Versace quickly became 
one of the most prominent, in-demand multi-
instrumentalists in jazz since the early 2000s, being 
equally adept on the piano, organ and accordion.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Darren Sigesmund Quintet

From Toronto/New York

FRIDAY, FebRuARY 14, 2014 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Darren Sigesmund – trombone
Mark Feldman – violin
Gary Versace – accordion, piano
Jim Vivian – bass
Ethan Ardelli – drums

Artist website:
darrensigesmund.ca

when...
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Aaron Parks
Aaron Parks is touring in support of his 2013 solo 

piano disc on ECM entitled “Arborescence”. A former 

prodigy, he studied with Kenny Barron and then 

graduated from the Manhattan School of Music 

at age 16. Parks spent several years in Terence 

Blanchard’s band before releasing his own Blue 

Note debut, “Invisible Cinema”, described by BBC 

Online as “one of the great albums of 2008”. He has 

a long association with Joshua Redman including 

a 2010 appearance with the James Farm group 

at the Edmonton International Jazz Festival and 

with guitarist Kurt Rosenwinkel with whom he 

performed at the 2013 EIJF.

“Arborescence” is the word for the way something 

grows, seeking and adaptive, like a tree. This reflects 

how the recording occurred - the album’s music is 

the fruit of a session of solo pieces developed in the 

moment like living things. It is ultimately something 

deeply individual and intimate. 

“A large portion of what I play will be like the songs 

on the record”, he says, but each song is its own little 

world with its own internal sort of narrative. A major 

component of the performance will also be a swing-

oriented feel which reflects his current approach to 

playing after working in a variety of contexts over 

the past few years.

From New York

SATuRDAY, FebRuARY 15, 2014 
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Aaron Parks - solo piano

Artist website:
aaronparks.com

when...



Originally from Azerbaijan and having spent 

considerable time in Holland, composer and 

pianist Amina Figarova’s recently settled in 

New York City. She appropriately titled her 

twelfth album “Twelve”. It celebrates jazz 

as an international music and, specifically, 

New York City, as a locale where jazz gypsies 

may feel most at home. “Twelve” is suffused 

with the heightened expectations, sense of 

adventure and fresh perceptions, as well as 

the confidence, creative energies and nuanced 

fulfillment that artists gain from being in the 

right place at the right time.

Figarova has toured extensively, developing 

a tight-knit ensemble that, despite inevitable 

personnel changes, has attained a distinctive 

and inimitable voice by concentrating on an 

all-original repertoire for almost eighteen 

years. 

Amina’s pieces strike a perfect tone, employing 

genuinely beautiful harmonies to capture 

fleeting thoughts that accompany those 

precious moments when the puzzling jostle 

of daily existence comes into unexpected 

but deeply satisfying sync. Her new CD 

makes a strong case for Amina Figarova to 

be considered an important composer of her 

generation.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES
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Amina Figarova Sextet

From New York/Holland

FRIDAY, FebRuARY 21, 2014 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Amina Figarova – piano
Bart Platteau – flutes
Alex Pope Norris – trumpet
Marc Mommaas – tenor sax
Jeroen Vierdag – bass
Jason Brown – drums

Artist website:
aminafigarova.com

when...



Drummer and bandleader Lorca Hart has been 

at the forefront of the West Coast jazz scene 

for the last fifteen years - over a decade spent 

in Los Angeles, and for the last few years in 

the San Francisco Bay Area.   After performing 

and recording with a veritable who’s who of 

the premier players on the West Coast - John 

Heard, John and Jeff Clayton, Ralph Moore, 

Carmen Lundy, Freddie Hubbard, Stanley 

Jordan, Hugh Masekela, Jackie Ryan and Azar 

Lawrence to name a few - Hart felt it was time 

to present his own project - the Lorca Hart Trio 

- and consequently his debut recording as a 

leader “Recollections”. 

The Lorca Hart Trio features two of the most 

sought after players on the West Coast 

scene: guitarist Mike Scott and bassist Edwin 

Livingston. Scott has had the opportunity 

to perform with the likes of Stevie Wonder, 

Monica Mancini, and Seamus Blake.  Livingston 

has worked with a vast array of artists 

including Natalie Cole, Elvin Jones, Ellis Marsalis 

and Queen Latifah.  Both are bandleaders, 

composers, and educators in their own 

right. The Lorca Hart Trio, while rooted in the 

straight-ahead jazz tradition, forges ahead 

by also exploring more contemporary songs, 

sounds, and structures.

14    Winter 2014

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Lorca Hart Trio

From California

SATuRDAY, FebRuARY 22, 2014 
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Lorca Hart – drums
Mike Scott - guitar
Edwin Livingston – bass

Artist Websites:
lorcahart.com

when...
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His name is Transito Atilio Paiz Guardado, and 
he was born in El Salvador. By age 14, he was 
a full-time professional drummer, playing and 
recording with big bands in San Salvador. He went 
on to become one of Central America’s busiest 
musicians, spending years touring and recording 
and leading several different bands, playing 
everything from traditional Latin to Latin jazz, Latin 
rock and everything in between.

The civil war in El Salvador forced Tilo and his 
family to leave their home, and in 1990 they 
landed in Edmonton. Tilo worked hard to learn 
English and as soon as he learned to say, “My 
name is Tilo and I want to play,” he presented 
himself at the Tuesday night jam at the Yardbird 
Suite. Between a combination of sign language 
and his little store of English, Tilo managed to 
persuade the jam coordinator to give him a turn 
to play. As Tilo settled himself at the drum kit, he 
waited patiently for other musicians to join him 
on stage; eventually it became clear he was on 
his own, so he simply did a solo. The bemused 
audience was suitably impressed, and so began a 
mutually-agreeable relationship between Tilo and 
Edmonton’s premier jazz venue.

Not only has his English improved during the 
intervening years, but Tilo has become an 
important part of the local music scene. For many 
years his Latin dance band Banda Amistad toured 
Western Canada and the north, at a time when 
Latin bands were a rare sight on the prairies. Many 
young musicians cut their teeth playing in Tilo’s 
band, not to mention the dancers who practised 
their salsa dancing alongside.

But Tilo has never been one to be content playing 
in one style. He has played and recorded with 
many different musicians in several genres - 
traditional Latin, Latin jazz, traditional jazz, rock, 
Latin rock, blues, alternative, fusion, world beat, 
and even country - and his playing style continues 
to embrace the diversity of music in his adopted 
homeland.

THE bEST OF ALbERTA JAZZ SERIES

Tilo Paiz Latin Fusion Sextet

From Edmonton

FRIDAY, FebRuARY 28, 2014 
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Tilo Paiz – percussion, timbales
Other band members TBA

Artist website:
tilopaiz.shawwebspace.ca

when...



A critically acclaimed musician, New 

York-based saxophonist and composer 

Uri Gurvich has been called “a new major 

voice in jazz” (All Music Guide). Gurvich will 

bring his quartet to the Yardbird Suite to 

celebrate their recent release “BabEl” on 

John Zorn’s label, Tzadik Records, featuring 

Asen Doykin on piano, Peter Slavov 

on bass, and world-renowned Cuban 

drummer Francisco Mela. 

Born and raised in Israel, Uri Gurvich won 

the Jazz Player of the Year competition 

before relocating to Boston to attend 

Berklee College of Music studying under 

Joe Lovano. Gurvich is an in-demand 

saxophonist who won great acclaim as 

a bandleader with his Tzadik Records 

debut “The Storyteller”. The disc places 

Israeli, Yemenite, East European, and North 

African music in a progressive jazz context. 

In 2013, Uri released “BabEl” featuring 

mainly his own compositions which rely 

heavily on motifs from Israeli and Arabic 

music but also from the musical tradition 

of Sephardic Jews. Influences on the CD 

range from Latin jazz to tango to modal 

jazz to rock. Jazz has done more to bridge 

the world’s folk music traditions than 

any other genre and “BabEl” is a perfect 

example of this synthesis.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Uri Gurvich’s BabEl

16    Winter 2014
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From New York/Israel

SATuRDAY, MARcH 1, 2014 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Uri Gurvich – saxophones
Asen Doykin – piano
Peter Slavov – bass
Francisco Mela – drums

Artist Websites:
urigurvich.com

when...

“...Jazz is an indigenous 
American art form, but it 
is also a thoroughly global 
enterprise. And few of the 
music’s practitioners embody 
its universality more completely 
than saxophonist Uri Gurvich...”
~ Phillip Lutz, Downbeat



Jazz guitarist and composer Assaf Kehati arrived 

in the United States from Israel in 2007. After a 

short time he has made waves in the jazz scene 

by working with such names as pianist Ran Blake, 

saxophonists George Garzone, Eli Degibri, Anat 

Cohen, Donny McCaslin, and Seamus Blake and 

legendary drummers Victor Lewis and Billy Hart. He 

has performed at some of the world’s leading jazz 

venues.

As a leader, Assaf has recorded two CDs that 

have received numerous rave reviews – “A View 

From My Window” (2010) and “Flowers and Other 

Stories” (2011). His compositions are inspired by 

the daily and trivial, yet wonderful and significant 

experiences of life: from a winter, snow-laden 

view of Fenway Park from his apartment porch 

(A View From My Window), to the mundane but 

satisfying life of a snail (Sunshine Berale), to a 

girl seeking love in a land beyond the oceans 

(The Snow and the Sun), and to a story about 

the universal character, Mr. Mario, that travels the 

world like a gypsy to places like Africa, the Middle 

East and the Pyramids in Egypt (Mr.Mario). A third 

album “Naked” will be released in 2014.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Assaf Kehati Trio

18    Winter 2014

From New York/Boston/Israel

FRIDAY, MARcH 7, 2014 
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Assaf Kehati – guitar
Ehud Ettun – bass
Ronen Itzik – drums

Artist website:
assafkehati.com

when...
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Besides his many recordings as a leader, Hal 

Galper is probably best known as a member 

of the Phil Woods Quintet from 1981 to 1990 

with whom he won a Grammy Award as well 

as for his work with Chet Baker, Cannonball 

Adderley, and Randy and Michael Brecker. 

Galper is also internationally known as an 

educator. His theoretical and practical articles 

have appeared in many publications. He 

was awarded a Distinguished Alumni Award 

from the Berklee College of Music as well as 

multiple awards for outstanding service to jazz 

education from the IAJE.

Over the past several years, Galper has evolved 

his rubato style of playing, considered complex 

by some as it involves an expressive and 

rhythmic freedom by a slight speeding up and 

then slowing down of the tempo of a piece at 

the discretion of the soloist thus presenting 

another method of giving familiar songs a 

new dimension. Galper‘s music also displays 

some of the best qualities of mainstream 

jazz. His ability to select and arrange rarely 

heard tunes from the standard repertoire, 

his penchant for lyrical improvisation and his 

commitment to a dancing, deeply swinging 

beat, makes his music accessible to a broad 

range of listeners. 

Just like his 2012 visit to the Yardbird Suite, 

Hal is joined by the two outstanding Seattle-

based musicians who accompany him on his 

most recent Origin Records release “Airegin 

Revisited”, bassist Jeff Johnson and drummer 

John Bishop. This disc amply demonstrates 

the trio reworking compositions by George 

Gershwin, Jimmy Garrison, Sam Rivers, George 

Shearing and Sonny Rollins amongst others to 

create jazz that is original and rewarding. 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Hal Galper Trio

From New York/Seattle

SATuRDAY, MARcH 8, 2014 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Hal Galper – piano
Jeff Johnson – bass
John Bishop – drums

Artist website:
halgalper.com

when...



20    Winter 2014

Matt Wilson’s Arts & Crafts

Matt Wilson is renowned for his virtuosic flair 

as a drummer and his good-vibes positivity 

as a bandleader, not to mention his facility for 

collaborating with top musicians across the 

spectrum of jazz – from the mainstream to the 

avant-garde and virtually everything in between. 

Wilson scored glowing reviews for 2012’s release 

with his band Arts & Crafts “Attitude for Gratitude”, 

an album that Downbeat called “fun, thoughtful, 

beautiful” and Vanity Fair dubbed “the essence of 

jazz.” 

Wilson is famous for his big ears and big heart, a 

gregarious Midwesterner to his bones and never 

jaded even though he has played on hundreds of 

recording sessions and on top stages the world 

over, from historic jazz dives to the White House, 

from Lincoln Center to festivals and concerts 

around the globe. 

Matt Wilson’s Arts & Crafts balances creative 

spontaneity that veers ever so slightly toward the 

avant garde with a healthy and adept working 

knowledge of the jazz tradition. Flexible, subtle 

and yet broad-minded, Matt Wilson sometimes 

veers towards the outside in jazz but usually 

favours a hard bop/post-bop approach. Joining 

Matt for this concert will be Denver-based 

trumpeter Ron Miles, top-rated organist and 

pianist Larry Goldings, and under-rated bassist 

Martin Wind.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

From New York

THuRSDAY, MARcH 13, 2014
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Matt Wilson – drums
Ron Miles – trumpet
Larry Goldings – piano, organ
Martin Wind – bass

Artist website:
mattwilsonjazz.com

when...



www. yardbirdsuite.com     21

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Kenny Werner and  
Jean-Michel Pilc Piano Duo
Jean-Michel Pilc, winner of the 2000 Django 

Reinhardt Award and an incredible improviser 

who shone during the 2011 edition of the 

Montreal Jazz Festival, and Kenny Werner, 

long-time accompanist of harmonica master 

Toots Thielemans and a phenomenal soloist 

in his own right, have recently both been 

awarded Guggenheim Fellowships in Music 

Composition. For their duo piano performance 

at the Yardbird Suite, these two pianists who 

share a very special bond, will present a unique, 

playful and daring musical dialogue brilliantly 

delivered by two pianists at the zenith of their 

art. 

Werner and Pilc have both 

enjoyed long performing, 

recording and teaching 

careers individually. Kenny’s 

1996 groundbreaking book 

on improvisation “Effortless 

Mastery – Liberating the 

Master Musician Within” is 

a landmark opus on how to 

allow the master musician 

from within to manifest. 

Pilc has also recently 

released a book, “It’s About 

Music - The Art and Heart 

of Improvisation” as well as 

an educational video for 

all instruments, “True Jazz 

Improvisation”.

Quincy Jones has said of Kenny Werner: 

“Perfection, 360 degrees of soul and science in 

one human being. My kind of musician.”

From New York

FRIDAY, MARcH 14, 2014 
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Kenny Werner  - piano
Jean-Michel Pilc – piano

Artist website:
jeanmichelpilc.com
kennywerner.com

when...



CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Audrey Ochoa Sextet
CD Release

22    Winter 2014

Audrey Ochoa returns to the Yardbird Suite to release her first recording 

“Trombone and Other Delights”. Audrey will be joined by some of 

Edmonton and Calgary’s finest musicians - Chris Andrew, Mike Lent, Raul 

Tabera, Luis Tovar and Jim Head. Audrey will premiere a night of original 

music inspired by the rhythms of Latin America, folk melodies from her 

Philippino heritage and groove-based material meant for toe- tapping.

“...With a rich, full, warm, expressive sound, Audrey Ochoa is a 
breath of fresh air to the trombone world. Here she has as-
sembled a stellar band of her Edmonton cohorts, playing a set of 
her own very thoughtfully-written originals. Audrey has a gift for 
melody and groove, and delivers in her own soloing the emotion-
al impact and creative heart of someone well beyond her years. 
A few years ago, my dear friend, the late, great Bob Florence paid 
me one of my most treasured compliments, which I will now pass 
on, with pleasure: Audrey Ochoa is FEARLESS!”
~ Scott Whitfield

From Edmonton/Calgary

SATuRDAY, MARcH 15, 2014 
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Chris Andrew - piano
Jim Head - guitar
Mike Lent - bass
Raul Tabera - percussion
Luis Tovar - drums

when...
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24    Winter 2014

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Brad Shepik Duo/Quartet
Brad Shepik and Tom Beckham decided to 

investigate the guitar/vibes duo format as a result 

of playing together for many years as members 

of George Schuller’s Circle Wide band as well 

as in Shepik’s own quartet. Since the release of 

Shepik’s 2011 CD “Across The Way” on Songlines 

Recordings which featured Tom’s vibraphone 

along with drummer Mark Guiliana and bassist 

Jorge Roeder, the two have both been writing 

and performing pieces that highlight the wide 

range of stylistic nuances and high-wire delicacy 

available in the duo format.

A native of Washington State, Brad Shepik has 

lived in New York for over twenty years. His major 

jazz associations include work in the bands of 

Paul Motian, Dave Douglas, Jim Black, Joey Baron 

and Carla Bley. He has also participated in world 

music groups as well as leading and recording 

with his own guitar trio.

Brooklyn-based vibraphonist Tom Beckham 

has released several recordings as a leader. 

He has been described by various critics and 

reviewers as “...a superior conceptualist.”(AMG) 

and “...incredibly mature.”(KKJZ). The music blog 

thisisbooksmusic.com wrote”...here’s someone 

who makes the vibraphone sound like the most 

grand of jazz instruments.” Since the 1990s, 

Beckham has worked with many of the best-

known jazz musicians in the New York area.

The duo will be joined for part of their Yardbird 

Suite event by two of Edmonton’s best – bassist 

Mike Lent and drummer Thom Bennett.

From New York/Edmonton

FRIDAY, MARcH 21, 2014 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Brad Shepik – guitar
Tom Beckham – vibes
Mike Lent – bass
Thom Bennett - drums

Artist website:
bradshepik.com
tombeckham.net

when...
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Melissa Lauren Quartet
Jazz singer Melissa Lauren has smoothly made 

the transition from veteran swing crooner to 

songwriter. With a strong influence in jazz and 

blues, Melissa has developed an original style 

of her own melting together old school sounds 

with modern flare. Melissa’s debut album “The 

Other Side” was released in 2012 to great reviews. 

A collection of original compositions, the music 

pays tribute to the jazz and swing sounds that 

shaped the singer’s musical style. Quickly making 

a place for itself on Canadian charts, the album 

offers a variety of classic sounds, mixed with 

modern pop sensibilities.

Her upcoming album, to be released 

in 2014, reveals a quirky, more playful 

sound that tests an interesting 

balance of darker harmonies and more 

theatrical grooves, coupled with the 

singer’s signature soft and feminine 

word inflections.

Melissa’s love of swing and jazz music 

is pretty much embedded; she refuses 

to get pigeonholed as just another 

“standard singer”. 

From Toronto

SATuRDAY, MARcH 22, 2014 
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Melissa Lauren – vocals
Nathan Hiltz – guitar
Mark Cashion – bass
Ernesto Cervini – drums

Artist website:
melissalaurenmusic.ca

when...



JAmmIN’

JAnuARY 21

MODO TRIO
Craig Brenan - trombone
Jeff Johnson - bass
Bill George  - drums

JAnuARY 28

STEFAN KIJEK
Stefan Kijek - piano
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Josh McHan- bass
Thom Bennett - drums

FebRuARY 4

BRETT MILES QUARTET
Brett Miles - saxophone
Bryan Sim - Piano
Pierre-Paul Bugeaud - bass
Dwayne Hrynkiw - drums

FebRuARY 11

JOHN SWEENIE QUARTET
John Sweenie - tenor saxophone
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Stephanie Urquhart - Rhodes
Shaquille Headley - drums

FebRuARY 18

BOB KITT QUARTET
Bob Kitt - piano
John Sweenie - tenor saxophone
John Taylor - bass
Mike Gillespie - drums

FebRuARY 25

RYAN DAVIDSON TRIO
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

26    Winter 2014

Tuesday Night Sessions...
Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best jazz 
players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together 
on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour set from the 
featured band, followed by a jam session with selected musicians 
from the audience sitting in or taking the place of a member of 
the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz musicians 
to play together and network, and provide an opportunity to 
mentor the younger musicians wanting to gain experience as 
they grow their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific opportunity to hear 
some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment.



TICKETS AT 
THE DOOR 

MEMBERS & 
GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM  
SHOW 8 PM

MARcH 4

BRAD SHIGETA SOUL JAZZ ExPERIENCE
Brad Shigeta - trombone
Doug Organ - organ & piano
Mike Lent - bass
Dan Skakun - drums

MARcH 11

FUSIONAUTS
Paul Richey - piano & keytar
Mo Lefever - guitar
Dave Morgan - trumpet
John Taylor - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

MARcH 18

NATHAN OUELLETTE QUARTET
Nathan Ouellette - drums
Laura Ouellette - saxophone
Stefan Kijek - piano
Thom Golub - bass

www. yardbirdsuite.com     27

Tuesday Night Sessions...



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

Friday & Saturday Shows:  Doors at 8pm  •  Show 9pm unless otherwise stated.
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

January...
January 17
Jacam Manricks Trio featuring 
Clarence Penn
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

January 18
Run Stop Run
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

January 24-25
Buckman Coe Band
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

January 31
Benny Lackner
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

February...
February 1
Don Berner Sextet CD Release
MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18

February 7
Chris Andrew presents Drift
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

February 8
Bob Tildesley’s Humane Beings
MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18

February 13
John Abercrombie Quartet
MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

February 14
Darren Sigesmund Quintet
MEMBERS $22 GUESTS $26

February 15
Aaron Parks
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

February 21
Amina Figarova Sextet
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

February 22
Lorca Hart Trio
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

February 28
Tilo Paiz Latin Fusion Sextet
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

March...
March 1
Uri Gurvich BabEl
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

March 7
Assaf Kehati Trio
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

March 8
Hal Galper Trio
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

March 13
Matt Wilson’s Arts & Crafts
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

March 14
Kenny Werner and  
Jean-Michel Pilc Piano Duo
MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24

March 15
Audrey Ochoa Sextet  
CD Release
MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

March 21
Brad Shepik Duo/Quartet 
MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26

March 22
Melissa Lauren Quartet
MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

At a Glance...


