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Saxophonist and composer Michael Blake was 
born in Montreal and raised in Vancouver. He 
moved to New York City in 1986 where he has 
established an international reputation. He has 
released 10 critically acclaimed CDs under his 
own name ranging from original contemporary 
concept albums (Kingdom of Champa, Amor 
de Cosmos) to mainstream projects, such as his 
tribute to the under-recognized saxophonist 
Lucky Thompson. 

His appearance at the Yardbird Suite with his 
Vancouver-based quartet “The Variety Hour” is 
in support of his new Songlines CD “In the Grand 
Scheme of Things”. Mostly originals by Blake, 
there is a cover of Otis Redding’s “Treat Her 
Right” which Blake says was inspired by a desire 
to “… phrase like Otis with the hefty warm tone 
of the great tenorman Gene Ammons”.

The other members of the quartet are drummer/
percussionist Dylan van der Schyff, keyboardist 

Chris Gestrin and trumpeter JP Carter. van der 
Schyff is internationally-renowned for his work 
with a “Who’s Who” of the greatest improvisers 
in avant garde jazz. JP Carter is a member of 
the Juno winning Fond of Tigers as well as 
the Inhabitants and other Vancouver groups. 
Gestrin is not only a versatile keyboardist, he is 
also an in-demand engineer and producer with 
many music and television credits.

Michael Blake & the Variety Hour

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

when...
Michael Blake & the Variety Hour 
From New York/Vancouver

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Michael Blake - saxophone
JP Carter - trumpet, electronic effects
Chris Gestrin - Fender Rhodes piano, Moog bass
Dylan van der Schyff - drums

Artist website:
www.michaelblake.net

“Michael Blake is one of an 
all-too-common subset of the 
jazz community: players who 

create brilliant music while 
flying largely under the radar 
of widespread critical and/or 

popular acclaim...”
~ Chris Kelsey, Jazz Times
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Jazz impresario and acclaimed saxophonist Cory 

Weeds hits the road with his quintet featuring 

special guest trombonist from New York City, Steve 

Davis. 

The quintet also includes pianist Tilden Webb, 

bassist Ken Lister and drummer Jesse Cahill. The 

tour will conclude with a live recording date in 

New York City on January 30th at Smoke Jazz Club.

Many people are aware of Weeds’ involvement as 

owner of both the Cellar Jazz club and the Cellar 

Live record label in Vancouver; however, he is 

also a highly-accomplished saxophonist with five 

CDs as a leader to his credit. His most recent disc 

is “Up A Step: The Music Of Hank Mobley” which 

was recorded at the Yardbird Suite with New York 

organist Mike LeDonne and recently received a 4 

star review in Downbeat magazine. 

Steve Davis is widely regarded as one of today’s 

leading improvisers on the trombone. His lyrical, 

hard-swinging style first gained him broad 

recognition during the 1990’s while working with 

the bands of jazz legends Art Blakey, Jackie McLean, 

Chick Corea’s Origin and the cooperative sextet, 

One For All. Steve has appeared in Downbeat 

Magazine’s Reader’s and Critic’s Polls numerous 

times and was nominated by the Jazz Journalists 

Association as 2010 Trombonist of the Year. His 

latest recording “Getting’ It Done” includes a fine 

blend of Davis’s originals and new arrangements 

of a few classic tunes. 

Cory Weeds/
Steve Davis 
Quintet

Cory Weeds/Steve Davis Quintet 
From Vancouver/New York

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 2013
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Cory Weds - saxophone
Steve Davis - trombone
Tilden Webb - piano
Ken Lister - bass
Jesse Cahill - drums

Artist website:
www.coryweeds.com
www.stevedavis.info

when...
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The Syndicate has become known for tribute 

shows at the Yardbird Suite. The group has paid 

tribute to Dave Holland, Tomasz Stanko, and 

Radiohead, to name a few. This time around the 

Syndicate is pleased to present a concert featuring 

the music of Art Blakey and the Jazz Messengers, 

one of the most legendary hard bop jazz groups. 

The concert will feature music from two landmark 

mid-60s Jazz Messengers albums, “Caravan” and 

“Free for All”.

The Jazz Messengers had many editions, often 

being a training ground for up-and-coming 

musicians. For this event, the Syndicate will 

emulate the 1961-1964 version of the group. 

The part of Curtis Fuller will be played by Marty 

Majorowicz, one of Edmonton’s most versatile 

trombonists. Doug Berner, an in-demand and 

respected Edmonton trumpet player, will play the 

part of Freddie Hubbard. Western Canadian Music 

Award winner and prolific saxophonist Jerrold 

Dubyk will play the part of Wayne Shorter. Stefan 

Kijek, an imaginative and creative pianist, will play 

the part of Cedar Walton. Edmonton’s hardest 

working bass player, Josh McHan, will be playing 

the part of Reggie Workman. Finally, award-

winning drummer Efa Etoroma will play the part 

of Art Blakey.

The Syndicate – 
plays the Jazz Messengers

The Syndicate -  
plays the Jazz Messengers 
From Edmonton

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2013
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Doug Berner - trumpet
Jerrold Dubyk - tenor saxophone
Stefan Kijek - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Efa Etoroma - drums

Artist website:
www.martymajorowicz.com

when...
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Lorna MacLachlan Quintet
After 25 years in the music business, composer, 

arranger, pianist, vocalist and educator, Lorna 

MacLachlan has honed her skills in all of these 

areas and more. A sought-after lecturer, clinician, 

teacher, composer and performer, she brings 

a diversified approach to her music. After 

completing a Master’s degree in composition, 

Lorna embarked on a career as a composer 

providing award-winning original music for 

theatre companies, dance companies, national 

media companies and a variety of commercial 

and artistic enterprises across the spectrum of 

music genres. While Lorna continues to work 

on commissioned pieces for various groups, her 

focus remains on writing and performing original 

compositions in her unique jazz/folk style and 

developing her voice as an artist. 

Lorna MacLachlan Quintet 
From Calgary

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Lorna MacLachlan - piano, vocals
Richard Harding - saxophone
Keith Smith - guitar
Stefano Valdo - bass
Robin Tufts - drums

Artist Website:
www.lornamaclachlan.com

when...
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“Lorna Maclachlan possesses 
an extraordinary passion 
for personal and artistic 

development...”
~ David Braid



Morgan Childs has been a fixture on the Toronto 

music scene since making the move from 

Vancouver in 2009. In constant demand as a 

frequent collaborator with a number of national 

and international jazz artists of distinction, Childs 

has cemented his reputation as one of Canada’s 

foremost jazz musicians. 

Peers and elders alike have expressed admiration 

for Childs’ unique blend of forward-looking, 

contemporary instincts with his warm, vintage 

sound aesthetic and thorough understanding 

of the jazz tradition. This versatility has allowed 

him to work with some of the finest musicians 

in North America, including Phil Dwyer, Ingrid 

Jensen, Brad Turner, Richard Whiteman, Ross 

Taggart, Bernie Senensky and many others. In 

2009, Childs won the Grand Prix at the Montreal 

Jazz Festival as a member of pianist Amanda 

Tosoff’s acclaimed quartet. Only three years later, 

he would take home the very same prize as a 

member of the trio of legendary Hungarian-

Canadian pianist Robi Botos, one of only a handful 

of musicians in Canada to ever win the award 

twice in its 35-year history.

Childs’ current group features three other 

musicians with equally impressive pedigrees. 

The multi-award-winning saxophonist Kelly 

Jefferson fronts the group, with former Boss Brass 

pianist Dave Restivo and one of Toronto’s most 

in-demand bassists, Jon Maharaj. Their blend of 

sophistication and soul is a rare and unique treat!

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Morgan Childs Quartet
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Morgan Childs Quartet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Kelly Jefferson - saxophone
David Restivo - piano
Jon Maharaj - bass
Morgan Childs - drums

when...

“[Childs] drops bombs like Max 
Roach while riding the cymbals 

like Billy Higgins...”
~ Alexander Varty, The Georgia Straight

“You’re keeping the Canadian 
s*** alive! You make me proud!”

~ PJ Perry



Jamie Reynolds is touring Canada with his New 
York City trio to celebrate the release of the 
group’s debut album “Time with People” (Fresh 
Sound New Talent). Playing all original music, 
the trio’s tightly-focused melodicism and formal 
daring have garnered acclaim in New York. This 
tour will mark their first time playing together in 
Canada. 

A gifted pianist and accomplished composer 
with an abundance of startlingly-original ideas, 
Toronto native and current New York City resident 
Jamie Reynolds makes a potent statement on 
“Time With People”. Joining him on this impressive 
trio date are bassist Gary Wang and rising star 
drummer Eric Doob. Together they exhibit an 
indelible tightness and uncommon delicacy on 
a collection of Reynolds’ intriguing compositions 
ranging from the darkly insinuating “Miel Coeur” 
and the evocative “Morning Sun” to more 
dynamic offerings like the driving “Cold Spring” 
and the intricate, densely harmonic title track. The 
disc is a deeply personal album with many of the 
pieces being inspired by Reynolds’ memories of 
his native country, including “Ideas of North” and 
“Locks”.  

Along the way, Reynolds reveals traces of his 
piano mentors Fred Hersch and Craig Taborn, 
both of whom he studied with privately in 
New York, as well as key influences like Keith 
Jarrett and Lennie Tristano. But the depth of his 
compositional vision remains uniquely his own 
on this auspicious first outing.

Jamie Reynolds Trio

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES
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Jamie Reynolds Trio 
From New York

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jamie Reynolds - piano
Gary Wang - bass
Eric Doob - drums

Artist website:
www.jamiereynoldsmusic.com

when...

“This acoustic-minded trio nails 
technique and methodology. 
Such is the intense degree of 
focus and concentration, one 
guesses Reynolds may have 

recorded the entire album with 
his eyes closed…”

~ Downbeat



Jamie Reynolds Trio
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Proof positive that JJ Johnson and Stan Getz were 
at the top of their game was never more evident 
than the album “Stan Getz and JJ Johnson live at 
the Opera House”.  The Brenan Brothers re-create 
this sublime quintet session that features some 
of their most striking, stripped-down work of the 
60’s!

“Originally tabbed as an unusual teaming of tenor 
sax and trombone, the two principals sound 
well-suited, very compatible in their dynamic 
levels, and especially congruous when they play 
together.....” a quote that works as well for Stan 
and JJ as it does for Jim and Craig!

Brenan Brothers

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Brenan Brothers 
From Edmonton/Calgary

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jim Brenan - tenor saxophone
Craig Brenan - trombone
Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim De Toledo - bass
Jon McCaslin - drums

Artist website:
www.jimbrenan.com

when...

“Originally tabbed as an unusual teaming of tenor sax and trombone, 
the two principals sound well-suited, very compatible in their dynamic 

levels, and especially congruous when they play together.....” 
~ a quote that works as well for Stan and JJ as it does for Jim and Craig!
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Mats Eilertsen Trio
Mats Eilertsen is one of the finest and most 

distinct bass players on the Norwegian jazz scene 

today. His skills and musical maturity make him 

the perfect trio member. He has a special warm 

and lyrical way of treating the bass, being steady 

and experimental at the same time, bringing it all 

together and yet showing openness, willingness, 

and constantly searching for new sounds. 

Perhaps best-known for his long association with 

pianist Tord Gustavsen, he is also a member of 

two other groups on the ECM label, the Source 

and the Wolfert Brederode Quartet. He has also 

had the opportunity to record or perform with 

international stars such as Pat Metheny, Joshua 

Redman, Lee Konitz, Bobo Stenson, Kenny 

Wheeler, Tomasz Stanko, and Sonny Simmons.

Pianist Harmen Fraanje is one of the most 

prominent jazz pianists in the Netherlands having 

built an impressive musical career in just under 

ten years’ time. His musical muses are many 

as are the numerous collaborative efforts he 

has undertaken. His name is connected with a 

number of trend-setting groups, such as that of 

Eric Vloeimans or American saxophonist Michael 

Moore. All About Jazz selected a performance by 

his Avalonia trio as one of the best concerts of 

2010. 

Thomas Strønen is founder and leader of the 

Norwegian/British band “food”, with British sax 

player Iain Bellamy. Strønen also writes music for 

string quartet.

10     Winter 2013

Mats Eilertsen Trio 
From Norway/Netherlands

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22 GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Harmen Fraanje - piano
Thomas Strønen- drums
Mats Eilertsen - bass

Artist website:
www.matseilertsen.com/groups/trio

when...
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Guitarist/composer Michael Musillami’s flagship 
trio, featuring bassist Joe Fonda and drummer 
George Schuller, celebrated its 10th anniversary 
as a working unit in 2012. Over the past decade, 
the tight-knit group has performed across 
North America and Western Europe, and joined 
forces with such special guest collaborators 
as Ralph Alessi, Dave Ballou, Marty Ehrlich and 
Mark Feldman to record six acclaimed releases 
for Musillami’s respected independent label, 
Playscape Recordings. The trio’s 2006 appearance 
at the Yardbird Suite was one of the most inventive 
and exciting guitar trio performances Edmonton 
audiences have been privileged to hear. 

“It’s still fresh and exciting to walk out on stage 
together and do what we do,” Musillami writes in 
the liner notes to the band’s new release “Mettle”, 
“and I’m honored to be able to create music with 
these two musical warriors. Joe, George and I share 
a long-term commitment to moving the music 
forward without fear of failure. I have always been 
compelled to write music, and I’m fortunate to 
have Joe and George with me to play with, and 
against, to help point me where the music wants 
to go. It has taken a lifetime of being a musician to 
be able to present this music.”

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Michael Musillami Trio

Michael Musillami Trio 
From Massachusetts and New York

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Michael Musillami - guitar
Joe Fonda - bass
George Schuller - drums

Artist website:
www.michaelmusillami.com

when...“Working on an almost 
telepathic level, they have 

developed an innate familiarity 
with each other that enables 
them to second guess abrupt 

tempo changes and harmonic 
detours with split second timing. 

Although the trio certainly 
doesn’t need any help navigating 

Musillami’s compelling tunes, 
they are occasionally joined by 
a few guest soloists, always to 

remarkable effect.”
~ Troy Collins, Cadence

“… a vehicle for improvisers to 
kick things into a higher  
gear with enthusiastic, 

interconnected playing” 
~ Frank Rubolino, AllAboutJazz.com
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Based in Edmonton, the A/B Trio brings 

together three of Alberta’s most in-demand 

performing and recording musicians — Thom 

Bennett, Dan Davis, and Keith Rempel. The 

group is inspired by the open-sounding, 

chordless groups of Sonny Rollins, Joshua 

Redman, Gerry Mulligan/Chet Baker and Joe 

Lovano’s collaboration with Dave Holland 

and Elvin Jones. Their material ranges from 

inventive re-interpretations of standards to 

modern, original repertoire and high energy 

groove-based music. The trio’s format is fresh, 

and their music is accessible and compelling.

Members of the A/B Trio have performed 

or recorded with a veritable “Who’s Who” of 

musicians in Canada and beyond including 

Juno award winners Brad Turner and Mike 

Lent, Bill Coon, Mike Downes, the Calgary Jazz 

Orchestra, the Southwest Florida Symphony, 

and PJ Perry among many others. Members 

of the group have toured extensively across 

Canada, the United States and Europe 

performing at the International Association of 

Jazz Educators, the Edmonton International 

Jazz Festival, the Calgary Folk Festival, Kraina 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

A/B Trio

A/B Trio 
From Edmonton

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Dan Davis - saxophone
Keith Rempel - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

Artist website:
www.abtrio.com
www.thombennett.ca

when...

Mriy Festival of Kiev and hundreds of private 

and corporate functions. Their teaching 

experience at the post-secondary level 

includes time at the University of South 

Florida, MacEwan University and Keyano 

College.



There are reasons why Canadian blues 

artist Steve Strongman was the 2011 

Maple Blues Award winner for Guitar 

Player of the Year as well as numerous 

other blues awards and why he received 

six more nominations in 2012. There 

are reasons why Steve Strongman 

consistently packs venues across Canada 

for his performances. There are reasons 

why in the last three years Strongman has 

performed at major blues festivals in Rio 

de Janeiro, France, Switzerland,  

Mexico City, Memphis and Canada.

Beyond Strongman’s talent as a 

songwriter, guitarist and front man is his 

ability to engage his audience and deliver 

an outstanding performance at every live 

show. With his inimitable guitar playing 

and soulful vocals, Strongman delivers 

incredible performances with  

power and passion. 

Beginning his professional music career 

at the age of 16, Strongman has spent 

over 20 years touring Canada, Europe 

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Steve Strongman

and, more recently, South America. Along the 

way he’s been chosen to open shows and 

pewith Buddy Guy, Jimmie Vaughan, Randy 

Bachman, Roy Clark, Otis Clay, Jeff Healey, 

Sonny Landreth, and British legend, Joe Cocker, 

to name a few. 

Now Strongman has just released his highly-

anticipated acoustic CD “A Natural Fact”, 

featuring solo acoustic material, with Alec 

Fraser on standup bass, Dave King on drums, 

Jesse O’Brien on piano, and a duet with blues 

and roots music sweetheart Suzie Vinnick. “I’ve 

always had a love for acoustic-based music, 

especially blues. I’m really proud of this CD and 

I look forward to showing people a different 

artistic side,” Strongman says. 

Steve Strongman has a way of stirring a 

crowd that evokes the emotion, maturity and 

authenticity of classic blues themes. His music 

speaks for truth and passion, and offers hope 

for the soul in the face of hard times in a way 

that leaves audiences hungry for more. 

Steve Strongman 
From Hamilton/Edmonton

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22-23, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18.00, GUESTS $22.00
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Steve Strongman - guitar, vocals
Chris Brzezicki - bass
tba - drums

Artist website:
www.stevestrongman.com

when...
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Without fear of exaggeration, the trio of 

pianist Steve Kuhn, bassist Buster Williams and 

drummer Joey Baron can be described as a 

jazz “supergroup”.

With a career of a half-century and counting, 

Steve Kuhn has earned his place as one of 

the most lyrical and affecting pianists in jazz, 

with an unfailingly beautiful touch and a 

sophisticated sense of swing. An ECM veteran 

of 35 years, Kuhn’s credits are impeccable 

and range from associations with Stan Getz, 

Chet Baker and Coleman Hawkins to Ornette 

Coleman, Don Cherry and Kenny Dorham.

The highlights of Kuhn’s extensive discography 

include a justly acclaimed series of recordings 

for the ECM label, his latest recording for 

ECM being “Wisteria”. As a composer, Kuhn’s 

songbook is one of quality rather than 

quantity. He has revisited many pieces 

repeatedly over the years, revealing their depth 

anew with each fresh interpretation, like gems 

held up to different light. 

Buster Williams is a prodigious artist whose 

playing knows no limits. He has played, 

recorded and collaborated with virtually every 

major name in jazz over the years as well 

as appearing on many movie soundtracks, 

television commercials and numerous 

television shows.

Largely self-taught, drummer Joey Baron 

was a member of the Bill Frisell Band for ten 

years until 1995. Like Buster Williams, he has 

performed and recorded with an impressive 

list of musicians in addition to leading his 

own groups such as Barondown, Miniature, 

and currently Killer Joey which is a quartet 

featuring two guitarists.

14    Winter 2013

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Steve Kuhn/ 
Buster Williams/Joey Baron

Steve Kuhn/Buster Williams/ 
Joey Baron
From New York

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Steve Kuhn - piano
Buster Williams - bass
Joey Baron - drums

Artist Websites:
stevekuhnmusic.com
busterwilliams.com
joeybaron.com

when...
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“…pristine clarity and keenly 
calibrated force has long been 
one of Kuhn’s defining traits”

~ Boston Globe
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Donny McCaslin Group

16    Winter 2013

Acclaimed saxophonist Donny McCaslin takes 

a bold leap forward with his tenth album 

as a leader “Casting for Gravity”. On the disc, 

McCaslin’s gargantuan tenor sound finds an 

ideal setting in the ferocious grooves and 

electronic textures of keyboardist Jason 

Lindner, bassist Tim Lefebvre, and drummer 

Mark Guiliana. For his Yardbird Suite gig, 

Guiliana is replaced by Nate Smith, a veteran of 

the bands of Dave Holland and Chris Potter.

Couching his trademark gift for brawny 

melodies in lurching dub rhythms, swirling 

electronica-inspired atmospheres, and 

arena-rock power, McCaslin has crafted a 

game-changer of an album, fusing a wealth 

of forward-looking influences into one wholly 

new modern jazz sound.

“Casting for Gravity” follows on the heels of 

2011’s highly acclaimed “Perpetual Motion”, 

which found McCaslin experimenting for the 

first time with merging his hard-charging 

acoustic sound with more funk-inflected 

electrified elements. But where that album was 

a blistering electro-acoustic hybrid, “Casting for 

Gravity” soars past fusion into alchemy, forging 

a visionary voice from eclectic influences.

“I wanted to make a bigger record with more 

sonic layers,” McCaslin explains. “I wanted to go 

a lot deeper into the electronic realm and push 

myself harder.”

The quartet swells into luxurious electronic 

environments, but navigates within that 

sonic sphere with lithe, incisive blowing. 

The cohesiveness of the band’s sound is 

the result of an extensive touring schedule 

prior to recording, a rarity in the modern jazz 

landscape.

Saxophonist/composer David Binney, a long-

time friend and collaborator, has produced 

most of McCaslin’s records and was more 

integral than ever before in this effort. “David 

was deeply involved in the whole record and 

had a huge impact on it,” McCaslin says. “He 

pushed me to really go for it, to make a really 
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Donny McCaslin Group 
From New York

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Donny McCaslin - tenor saxophone
Jason Lindner - acoustic and  
electric piano, synthesizers
Tim Lefebvre - electric bass
Nate Smith - drums

Artist website:
www.donnymccaslin.com

when...

landmark album.”

The effort paid off, with an album that truly 

breaks new ground not just for McCaslin 

but for integrating modern musical genres 

seamlessly into envelope-pushing jazz. 

The saxophonist has long been one of the 

music’s most striking voices, leading to 

long-running collaborations with innovators 

like Dave Douglas and Maria Schneider. His 

own solo work has been marked by a restless 

exploration that is only accelerated with this 

latest release.



The Alex Goodman Chamber Quartet 

features some of Canada’s top talent and 

plays music that falls somewhere in between 

jazz, chamber and acoustic music. The group 

performs original songs and compositions as 

well as arrangements with improvisation of 

composers such as Monk, Ellington, Debussy, 

Bartok and Schubert.

Hailed as “the next big thing in the jazz 

world” (CityTV News), “sophisticated and 

accomplished” (The Toronto Star) as well as 

“genius” (La Presse, Montréal), guitarist and 

composer Alex Goodman has established 

himself as a major force in the jazz community. 

He has released three albums as a leader, of 

which his most recent, “Bridges” reached #1 

on the Chartattack and !Earshot national jazz 

charts. In 2011, the Ottawa Citizen recognized 

“Bridges” as one of the top 10 Canadian jazz 

records of the year, and honored Alex in the 

article “Who makes the cutting edge for jazz in 

Canada?” 

In addition to winning over a dozen national 

music awards, Alex’s quintet was also a finalist 

in the 2011 Grand Prix de Jazz competition at 

the Montreal International Jazz Festival. He is 

also an accomplished composer with over 100 

original compositions and two film scores to 

his name and has performed with international 

jazz stars such as Tim Ries and Ron Westray of 

the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra as well as 

Maria Schneider and John Patitiucci while a 

student at the University of Toronto. 

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Alex Goodman Chamber Quartet
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Alex Goodman Chamber Quartet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, MARCH 1, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Alex Goodman - guitar
Felicity Williams – voice
Michael Davidson – vibes
Andrew Downing - cello

Artist website:
www.alexgoodman.ca

when...

“Without question, one of the 
most gifted guitarists of his 

generation.”
~ Tim Ries - Rolling Stones Saxophonist
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Tyler Hornby introduces his latest project, the 

Tyler Hornby B3 Trio with a new CD featuring 

original compositions by the band with a 

focus on swing and funk, highlighting the trio’s 

expressive melodies and intricate layers of 

groove.

Tyler started drumming at age 10, honed 

his artistry in high school big bands and 

experimental jazz combos, and has blossomed 

into one of the country’s most innovative and 

sought-after drummers.

Since completing his jazz education, he has 

collaborated with performers such as Bob 

Mintzer, Ingrid Jensen, Wycliffe Gordon, Alain 

Caron, Randy Brecker, Eric Marienthal, Tom 

Harrell, Irvin Mayfield, James Carter, Hugh 

Fraser, Tommy Banks, PJ Perry, Ralph Bowen, 

Maciek Grzywacz (with a 2007 Polish Music 

Award nomination for their collaboration), 

Maciej Sikala, Piotr Lemanczyk, Phil Dwyer, 

Mike Murley, David Braid, Joel Miller, Campbell 

Ryga, Brad Turner, Kirk MacDonald, and many 

more. He has appeared on over 30 recordings.

His first solo album, a critically acclaimed 

exploration of post-bop released in 2005 was 

called “Shadows of a Brighter Day”. His 2011 

record “A Road to Remember” was nominated 

for a 2011 WCMA for Best Jazz Recording of 

the Year and received a Downbeat Magazine 

review: “...Tyler Hornby is a fluid player with a 

light touch and a penchant for writing wistful 

mid-tempo songs”.

In addition to working with his own group 

Hornby is also the drummer for Johanna 

Sillanpaa, Sillan & Young, and Hornby/Sikala/

Lemanczyk Trio which received a 4 star review 

in Jazz Forum Magazine for their latest release 

“Able to Fly”. 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Tyler Hornby B3 Trio

Tyler Hornby B3 Trio 
From Calgary

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Aaron Young - guitar
Steve Fletcher - Hammond B3
Tyler Hornby - drums

Artist website:
www.tylerhornby.com

when...



INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Anat Cohen Quartet with  
Jason Lindner, Joe Martin and Daniel Freedman

Clarinetist-saxophonist Anat Cohen has won 

hearts and minds the world over with her 

expressive virtuosity and delightful stage 

presence. Reviewing Anat’s 2008 headlining 

set with her quartet at the North Sea Jazz 

Festival, Downbeat said: “Cohen not only 

proved to be a woodwind revelation of 

dark tones and delicious lyricism, but also a 

dynamic bandleader who danced and shouted 

out encouragement to her group – whooping 

it up when pianist Jason Lindner followed her 

clarinet trills on a Latin-flavored number. . . With 

her dark, curly, shoulder-length hair swaying 

to the beat as she danced, she was a picture 

of joy.”

Anat has been voted Clarinetist of the Year 

six years in a row by the Jazz Journalists 

Association, as well as 2012’s Multi-Reeds 

Player of the Year. That’s not to mention 

her topping of Critics’ and Readers’ polls in 

Downbeat magazine several years running. 

Anat has toured the world with her quartet, 

headlining all of the major jazz festivals as well 

as at such hallowed clubs as New York’s Village 

Vanguard. 

In September 2012, Anzic Records released 

her sixth album as a bandleader “Claroscuro”. 

The album ranges from buoyant dances to 

darkly lyrical ballads, drawing inspiration from 

New Orleans and New York, Africa and Brazil. 

In its ebullient, irresistible variety, “Claroscuro” 

encapsulates the description Jazz Police 

offered of Anat in full flight: “She becomes 

a singer, a poet, a mad scientist, laughing – 

musically – with the delight of reaching that 

new place, that new feeling, with each chorus.”

A recipient of a 4 1/2 star Downbeat review, 

“Claroscuro” takes its title from the Spanish 

word describing the play of light and shade 

(chiaroscuro in Italian). The album showcases 

Anat’s fluency in a global set of styles, from 

creolized New Orleans chanson and the 

evergreen swing of an Artie Shaw tune to 

African grooves and Brazilian choro, samba and 

more. Playing clarinet, bass clarinet and tenor 

and soprano saxophones, she was joined in the 

studio by her top-flight working band – pianist 

Jason Lindner, double-bassist Joe Martin and 

drummer Daniel Freedman – as well as special 

guests trombonist/vocalist Wycliffe Gordon, 

percussionist Gilmar Gomes and star clarinetist 

Anat Cohen Quartet with Jason 
Lindner, Joe Martin and Daniel 
Freedman 
From Israel/New York

FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Anat Cohen - clarinet, saxophone
Jason Lindner - piano
Joe Martin - bass
Daniel Freedman - drums

Artist website:
anatcohen.com

when...
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Anat Cohen Quartet with  
Jason Lindner, Joe Martin and Daniel Freedman

Paquito D’Rivera. The disc comprises music 

from America, France, Brazil and South Africa 

played by kindred spirits from Israel, America, 

Brazil and Cuba. Reflecting on the naturally 

communicative, one-take spontaneity of the 

album, Anat says: “I’m playing with some of 

my favorite musicians in the world, and we all 

speak a common language, no matter where 

we come from.”

This is a rare opportunity to catch the world’s 

number one rated clarinetist together with her 

first-rate touring quartet.
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Peripheral Vision is one of the most exciting 

and innovative jazz quartets to have recently 

appeared on the international jazz scene. 

Based in Toronto, the creative leaders of the 

group are long time musical collaborators, 

guitarist Don Scott and bassist Michael 

Herring. They have assembled a synergistic 

musical unit designed to push the boundaries 

of jazz while engaging the listener with a 

grooving, toe-tapping immediacy. Their 

distinctive musical voice bridges tradition and 

innovation, with deeply felt influences ranging 

from Wayne Shorter, Booker Little, and Charles 

Mingus, to David Binney, Kurt Rosenwinkel, and 

The Bad Plus.

Peripheral Vision was recently featured at the 

Montreal Jazz Festival, where Scott’s piece, 

Backbone, took home the Galaxie Rising Star 

Award for best composition. They maintain 

a busy touring schedule supporting their 

new album “Spectacle: Live!” as well as their 

eponymous debut - both albums ranking 

in a number of critics’ year-end lists. Scott 

and Herring are joined by saxophonist 

Trevor Hogg and drummer Nick Fraser. While 

the compositions are Herring and Scott’s, 

Peripheral Vision is defined by its group 

rapport. Bringing back the anything-is-possible 

democratic approach of both 1960’s jazz 

and garage bands, the music takes shape 

as a collective process. This no-holds-barred 

philosophy is at the root of Peripheral Vision’s 

explosive performances.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Peripheral Vision

Peripheral Vision 
From Toronto

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Don Scott - guitar
Trevor Hogg - tenor saxophone
Michel Herring - bass
Nick Fraser - drums

Artist website:
www.dangerherring.com
www.peripheralvisionmusic.com

when...
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Peripheral Vision 
From Toronto

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Don Scott - guitar
Trevor Hogg - tenor saxophone
Michel Herring - bass
Nick Fraser - drums

Artist website:
www.dangerherring.com
www.peripheralvisionmusic.com

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Harry Allen  
with the Tommy Banks Trio
Gene Lees writes, “Stan Getz was once asked 

his idea of the perfect tenor saxophone soloist. 

His answer was, ‘My technique, Al Cohn’s ideas, 

and Zoot’s time.’ The fulfillment of that ideal 

may well be embodied in Harry Allen.” 

Harry Allen was born in Washington D.C., and 

received a Bachelor of Arts degree in music 

from Rutgers University. Currently residing in 

New York City, he has over thirty recordings 

to his name. Three of Harry’s CDs have won 

Gold Disc Awards from Japan’s Swing Journal 

Magazine, and his CD “Tenors Anyone?” won 

both the Gold Disc Award and the New Star 

Award. 

Harry has performed at jazz festivals and clubs 

worldwide. He has played alongside Rosemary 

Clooney, Ray Brown, Hank Jones, Scott 

Hamilton, Harry ‘Sweets’ Edison, Kenny Burrell, 

Herb Ellis, John Pizzarelli, Bucky Pizzarelli, Jeff 

Hamilton, Terry Gibbs, Warren Vache, amongst 

many others and has recorded with many top 
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pop musicians including Tony Bennett. 

Allen’s musical inspiration and interpretive 

approach come from the giants and innovators 

of mainstream saxophone, including Coleman 

Hawkins, Ben Webster, Stan Getz, Illinois 

Jacquet and Lester Young. Unlike many of his 

contemporaries, he has pretty much eschewed 

the modern, avant-garde, and impressionist 

schools of jazz of John Coltrane, Archie Shepp 

and Ornette Coleman.

For his return to the Yardbird Suite, Harry Allen 

will be accompanied by the great Tommy 

Banks on piano along with Josh McHan on 

bass and Sandro Dominelli on drums.

Harry Allen  
with the Tommy Banks Trio 
From New York/Edmonton

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MARCH 15-16, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22. GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Harry Allen - tenor saxophone
Tommy Banks - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

Artist website:
www.harryallenjazz.com

when...



CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Fraser Calhoun Quartet  
featuring Mulgrew Miller
An excellent pianist who plays in a style 

influenced by McCoy Tyner, Mulgrew Miller 

is an internationally recognized musician 

who has appeared on over 400 recordings. 

Early in his career, he toured with the Mercer 

Ellington Orchestra, the Woody Shaw Quintet, 

Art Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, and the Tony 

Williams Quintet. He also toured as a duo with 

bassist Niels-Henning Orsted Pederson. More 

recent accolades include world tours and 

professional recordings with the Ron Carter 

Trio and the John Scofield Quartet. Miller is the 

long-time Program Director of the Jazz Studies 

Faculty at William Paterson University in New 

Jersey. His revolutionary teaching methods and 

inspirational performance background have 

helped shape generations of jazz musicians.

Originally from Calgary, Fraser Calhoun is an 

award-winning professional saxophonist, 

flutist, and clarinetist who began performing 

internationally in 2002, when he was just 
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18 years of age. He holds a Master’s Degree 

from William Paterson University, thus his 

connection with Mulgrew Miller, and has 

appeared as a sideman or co-leader on 

13 albums to date. Notable artists he has 

appeared with include Michael Brecker, 

Dave Holland, Bill Holman, Guido Basso, Rob 

McConnell, and Seamus Blake. He has also 

opened performances for Ravi Coltrane, Wayne 

Escoffery, and Steve Wilson. Currently residing 

in the New York area, Calhoun is an active 

performer, music tutor, and clinician.



Fraser Calhoun Quartet  
featuring Mulgrew Miller 
From New York/Calgary

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2013 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22 GUESTS $26
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Fraser Calhoun - saxophone
Mulgrew Miller - piano
Rubim De Toledo - bass
Jon McCaslin - drums

Artist website:
ca.myspace.com\frasercalhoun
en.wikipedia.org\wiki\Mulgrew_Miller

when...
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JAmmIN’

January 22
Dan Skakun Quintet

Dan Skakun - drums
Brad Shigeta - trombone
PJ Perry - saxophone
Josh McHan - bass
Bobby Cairns - guitar

January 29
Sandro Dominelli Trio

Sandro Dominelli - drums
Mike Lent - bass
Jim Head - guitar

February 5
Fusionauts

Paul Richey - keyboards
Mo Lefever - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

February 12
Thom Bennett Quartet

Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Thom Bennett - drums
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Tuesday Night Sessions...
Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best 
jazz players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play 
together on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour 
set from the featured band, followed by a jam session with 
selected musicians from the audience sitting in or taking 
the place of a member of the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz 
musicians to play together and network, and provide an 
opportunity to mentor the younger musicians wanting to 
gain experience as they grow their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific opportunity to 
hear some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment.



TICKETS AT 
THE DOOR 

MEMBERS & 
GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM  
SHOW 8 PM

February 19
Doug Berner Quartet

Doug Berner - trumpet
Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Efa Etoroma - drums

February 26
Jeff Hendrick Quartet

Jeff Hendrick- saxophone

March 5
Nathan Ouellette

Laura Craig - saxophone
Thom Golub - bass
Stefan Kijek - piano
Nathan Ouellette - drums
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Tuesday Night Sessions...
March 12
Jerrold Dubyk Quartet

Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

Friday & Saturday Shows:  Doors at 8pm  •  Show 9pm unless otherwise stated.
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

January...
January 18
Michael Blake &  
the Variety Hour
Members $18, Guests $22

January 19
Cory Weeds/Steve Davis 
Quartet
Members $20, Guests $24

January 25
The Syndicate -  
plays the Jazz Messengers
Members $14, Guests $18

January 26
Lorna MacLachlan Quintet
Members $16, Guests $20

February...
February 1
Morgan Childs Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

February 2
Jamie Reynolds Trio
Members $18, Guests $22

February 8
Brenan Brothers
Members $16, Guests $20

February 9
Mats Eilertsen Trio
Members $22 Guests $26

February 15
Michael Musillami Trio
Members $22, Guests $26

February 16
A/B Trio
Members $14, Guests $18

February 22-23
Steve Strongman
Members $18, Guests $22

Feburary 24 (Sunday)
Steve Kuhn/Buster Williams/
Joey Baron
Members $24, Guests $28
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

February 28 (Thursday)
Donny McCaslin Group
Members $24, Guests $28
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

March...
March 1
Alex Goodman Chamber 
Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

March 2
Tyler Hornby B3 Trio
Members $16, Guests $20

March 8
Anat Cohen Quartet with Jason 
Lindner, Joe Martin and Daniel 
Freedman
Members $26, Guests $30

March 9
Peripheral Vision
Members $18, Guests $22

March 15-16
Harry Allen with  
the Tommy Banks Trio
Members $22, Guests $26

March 17 (Sunday)
Fraser Calhoun Quartet 
featuring Mulgrew Miller
Members $22, Guests $26
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

At a Glance...


