
Jerry Weldon/PJ Perry Quartet

Mike Rud Trio

Paul Keeling Trio

Doug Berner Quintet

Tom Van Seters Quintet

Sheila Jordan Duo

Dave Peck Trio

Erik Truffaz 4tet

Petra van Nuis/Andy Brown Sextet

Tony Malaby’s Tamarindo

JD Allen Trio

Matthew Stevens Quartet with  
special guest Christian Scott

Dawn Tyler Watson and Paul 
Deslauriers

Mark Segger Sextet

Andre Leroux Quartet

The Yardbird Suite All-Stars play the 
Duke Ellington arrangements of the 
Nutcracker Suite

Audrey Ochoa Quintet

Paul Richey and The Fusionauts Eric Truffaz

Fall 2012



www.yardbirdsuite.com

Yardbird Suite Jazz is a registered trademark of the Edmonton Jazz Society (1973).

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
EDMONTON AB T6E 2M2

780.432.0428

CANADIAN PUBLICATION MAIL PRODUCT SALES AGREEMENT #40047729

Edmonton Jazz Society’s
Board of Directors

2011•2012
Adrian Albert • President

Dave Babcock • Vice President
Stuart Crosley • Treasurer

Garry Spotowski  • Secretary

Board Members
Monique Bielech • Shelley Chebry • Dwayne Hrynkiw

Pam Josey • Wendy Magill • Jasiek Poznanski
Francis Remedios • Dominique Roy

Yardbird Suite
PROGRAMMING • Adrian Albert, 

Julie King, Jasiek Poznanski
PRODUCTION • Lisi Sommer

TUESDAY NIGHT SESSIoNS • Audrey ochoa
LITTLEBIRDS DIRECTOR • Joel Gray

JAZZ FOR KIDS DIRECTOR: Audrey Ochoa
FINANCE • Suzanne Morter

PRESS RELEASES • Trevor Moyer
TRANSPORTATION • Alan Spence
HoUSE MANAGER & VoLUNTEER

COORDINATOR • Pam Josey

our Volunteer House Managers
• Luc Bouchard  •  Sue Cameron  •  Jan Doll  
• Bill Hume  •  Judy Hume  •  Pam Josey  •  Gail Kelly 
• Tracy Kolenchuk  •  Trevor Moyer  •  Lori Mullen 
• Marilyn Rude  •  Collette Slevinsky  •  Rhonda Smith 
• Karen Voller  •  Gail Wozny 

Yardbird Suite Newsletter
The Yardbird Newsletter is published five
times per year by the Edmonton Jazz Society.

EDITORS • Adrian Albert, Jasiek Poznanski

CoNTRIBUTING WRITERS • Adrian Albert,  
Julie King

ADVERTISING • Shelley Chebry

GRAPHIC DESIGN • Kim Deley, Critical Path Marketing  
Communications

DISTRIBUTION • Monique Bielech,
Shelley Chebry, Bill Harper

PRINTING • IoN Print Solutions Inc.

Tickets
Tickets for Yardbird Suite shows are available  
at Ticketmaster and at the door on the night  
of  the performance.

www.ticketmaster.ca



www. yardbirdsuite.com     3

“A thoughtful soloist whose subtle swing has 
plenty of fiber” is how Ira Gitler described tenor 
saxophonist Jerry Weldon in The Biographical 
Encyclopedia of Jazz. A native New Yorker, the 
tenorman is a veteran of the New York jazz 
scene, his résumé reading like a virtual “Who’s 
Who of Jazz.”

After graduating from the Rutgers University 
Jazz Program in 1981, Jerry joined the legendary 
Lionel Hampton Orchestra, touring extensively 
in the U.S., Europe, South America, and Japan 
through the ‘90s and into the new millennium. 
Next came a long and rewarding tour of duty 
as a member of master organist Jack McDuff’s 
group “Heatin’ System,” resulting in many fine 
recordings on the Concord label. In 1990, Jerry 
became a charter member and featured soloist 
with Harry Connick Jr.’s newly formed big band. 

Weldon has worked and recorded with 
organists Jimmy McGriff, Joey DeFrancesco, Dr. 
Lonnie Smith, and Mel Rhyne, trombone great 
Al Grey, piano giants George Cables and Cedar 
Walton, drum legends Roy Haynes and Jimmy 
Cobb as well as guitarist/singer George Benson, 
guitarist Earl Klugh, bassist Keter Betts and 
singer Mel Tormé.

In 2003 Jerry was involved in a very special 
musical project: “Jazz @ Lincoln Center Plays the 
Music of Dexter Gordon”. “That was really special 
to me” Jerry said, “Dexter was one of my very 
favorite musicians. I was thrilled and honored 
to have been a part of it.”

Weldon is a bandleader in his own right, leading 
ensembles at many of New York’s jazz clubs and 
at jazz festivals around the U.S. He has recorded 
several albums under his own name. Jerry 
continues to be extremely active on the New 
York scene - “I just want to keep it swinging. If I 
can do that, I’m happy.” 

It can easily be said that the cliché “he needs no 
introduction” applies to Edmonton’s saxophone 
legend P.J. Perry. A Juno Award winner and the 

recipient of an Honourary Doctorate of Laws 
degree from the University of Alberta, P.J. is 
recognized as Canada’s best alto saxophonist 
and one of the best anywhere on the planet. In 
addition to his fabulous jazz performances, he 
has presented his “The Joy of Sax” show with 
symphony orchestras all across Canada. He 
has spent much of the past two or three years 
performing in New York and around the world 
in the Broadway show “Come Fly Away”.

Jerry Weldon/PJ Perry Quartet

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Jerry Weldon/PJ Perry Quartet 
From New York/Vancouver/Edmonton

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21-22, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jerry Weldon - tenor saxophone
PJ Perry - alto saxophone
Chris Gestrin - Hammond organ
Rudy Petchauer - drums

Artist website:
www.jerryweldon.com
www.pjperry.com

when...
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Edmonton native and current Montreal resident 

Mike Rud first picked up the guitar at age 11 and 

by 18, his interest had focused specifically on jazz. 

In 1988, he completed a performance diploma at 

Grant MacEwan College (as it was then called) and 

proceeded on to a Bachelor of Music degree at 

McGill University. In 1994, Mike attended the Banff 

International Jazz Workshop at the Banff Centre 

for the Arts, studying with greats of modern jazz 

such as Don Thompson and Norma Winstone. This 

led to an opportunity to study in New York with 

the jazz guitar master Jim Hall in 1995. In 1996, 

he returned to Montreal for his Masters’ degree at 

McGill.

Mike has performed with Herb Ellis, Kenny Wheeler, 

Chuck Israels, Randy Brecker, Ralph Bowen, Joe La 

Barbera, Guido Basso, Ian MacDougall, P.J. Perry, 

Tommy Banks, Denzal Sinclaire, John Stetch and 

many others. He has released three CDs of his 

own, “Whyte Avenue”,” Chimbe”, and “Live from 

Lotusland”, and is a guest on several other discs.

Rud has performed all across Canada, taught or 

spoken at a number of music schools thoughout 

the country and been a featured guest artist or 

teacher at numerous jazz camps and workshops.

Mike Rud Trio

Mike Rud Trio 
From Montreal/Edmonton

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Mike Rud - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Dan Skakun - drums

Artist website:
www.mikerud.com

when...
“…sunny tones, obvious 
maturity and expressive  

single note lines…”
~ Geoff Chapman, The Toronto Star

“…Rud has proven himself 
to be a serious talent as an 

improviser, composer  
and bandleader...”

~ Roger Levesque, The Edmonton Journal
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Pianist Paul Keeling grew up in San Diego, 

California, in a musically gifted family hearing live 

classical chamber music played by his own siblings 

and rehearsals of the University of California San 

Diego Madrigal Singers (directed by his father) in 

the living room. In his teens, he became interested 

in jazz and eventually became a member of west 

coast trumpet star Gilbert Castellanos’ quartet for 

many years during the 1990’s. After a three year 

stint playing in the U.K., he moved to Vancouver, 

B.C. in 2006 and recently recorded his debut CD 

“The Farthest Reach” with a top-notch Canadian 

quintet. Keeling’s musical language is informed 

by bebop and 1960’s era hard bop, but also 

reaches into the more stratospheric colorings of 

ECM recording artists such as Kenny Wheeler, Pat 

Metheny and Keith Jarrett.

Paul Keeling Trio

Paul Keeling Trio 
From Vancouver/Calgary/Edmonton

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Paul Keeling - piano, keyboards
Simon Fisk - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

when...
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Doug Berner Quintet
Edmonton trumpeter Doug Berner has been 

working hard for many years to establish himself 

as a top-notch musician in many genres, from 

Latin and funk to classical and Broadway touring 

shows, but his first musical love has remained 

jazz. After a strong start to his career, including 

the self-released “Andrew/Berner Quartet” CD 

in 1995 and a subsequent national tour in 1996, 

Berner’s musical focus shifted from the trumpet 

to the bass due to an injury. During the following 

seven years working on the bass (and traveling 

the country visiting many specialists) Doug 

learned much about music from this different 

perspective at the bottom end of the ensemble 

before finally returning to trumpet in 2004. Since 

that time, Berner has played around the world in 

many different musical settings, but always as a 

sideman.

This show marks Doug’s return as a leader, 

performing his own music at a venue that has 

been an important part of his life since he first 

discovered jazz, the Yardbird Suite. Doug is very 

excited to be presenting his new compositions 

with such an outstanding group of musicians!

Doug Berner Quintet 
From Edmonton/Calgary

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Doug Berner -trumpet
Jim Brenan - saxophones
Tom Van Seters - piano
Rubim de Toledo - bass
Jon McCaslin - drums

when...
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Pianist/composer Tom Van Seters has been active 

on the Canadian music scene for over twenty 

years. A native of Montreal, he has performed with 

many of this country’s top jazz musicians and 

recorded with luminaries such as Don Thompson 

and Mike Murley. His music has been featured on 

radio programs throughout Canada, including 

the CBC, and on stage at many Canadian music 

festivals. He’s received generous support from the 

Canada Council for the Arts and from Le Conseil 

des arts et des lettres du Québec. 

Tom relocated to Edmonton with his family in 

2011 to teach full-time in the Music Program at 

Grant MacEwan University. Prior to this he was 

Assistant Professor of Jazz Studies at the Brandon 

University School of Music in Manitoba. He also 

taught part-time at Toronto’s Humber College 

while completing his Doctor of Musical Arts 

Degree at the University of Toronto.

Tom Van Seters Quintet 
From Edmonton/Calgary

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20

DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Bob Tildesley  - trumpet
Jim Brenan - saxophones

Tom Van Seters - piano
Rubim de Toledo - bass

Jon McCaslin - drums

when...

THE BEST OF ALBERTA JAZZ SERIES

Tom Van Seters  
Quintet
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Since Sheila Jordan’s last visit to the Yardbird 
Suite in 2008 to celebrate her 80th birthday, she 
has received the greatest honour that can be 
bestowed on an American jazz musician – she 
was named a National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Master earlier this year.

Jordan is not only one of the premier singers 
in jazz, she is known for her stimulating vocal 
workshops as well. A superb scat singer, she can 
just as easily reach the emotional depths of a 
ballad. Whether singing well-known standards 
or original material, she makes it all sound like no 
one else. 

She grew up in Pennsylvania’s coal mining 
country with her grandparents, singing in school 
and on amateur radio shows. In the early 1940s, 
she returned to live with her mother in Detroit, 
where she became interested in jazz after hearing 
a Charlie Parker recording. She met some of 
Detroit’s young musicians during that time, such 
as Tommy Flanagan, Kenny Burrell, and Barry 
Harris. She then joined a vocal trio, Skeeter, Mitch 
and Jean, which performed versions of Parker’s 
and others’ bebop solos in a manner akin to later 
vocal jazz trio Lambert, Hendricks & Ross.

Upon moving to New York City in the early ‘50s, 
Jordan sang in clubs and at jam sessions with 
some of the city’s jazz giants, including Charles 
Mingus, Herbie Nichols, and Parker. She also 
studied with the renowned Lennie Tristano. In 
1952, she married Parker’s pianist, Duke Jordan. 
Ten years later, she made her acclaimed first 
recording, showing her vocal finesse on a ten-plus 
minute version of “You Are My Sunshine” on 
George Russell’s album “The Outer View”. Thanks 
to Russell, she released her first album “Portrait of 
Sheila” on Blue Note, the first female vocalist to 
record for the label.

In the mid-1960s, Jordan’s work encompassed 
jazz liturgies sung in churches and extensive club 
performances. After touring and recording with 
trombonist Roswell Rudd in the 1970s, Jordan 
became a member of the Steve Kuhn Quartet 

alongside bassist Harvie S and drummer Bob 
Moses. By the late ‘70s, jazz audiences began to 
understand her uncompromising style and her 
popularity increased. 

Her preference for bass and voice led to several 
collaborations with bassists, including Arild 

Sheila Jordan Duo

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES
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Sheila Jordan Duo

Sheila Jordan Duo 
From New York

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $26, GUESTS $30
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Sheila Jordan - vocals
Cameron Brown – bass

Artist website:
www.sheilajordanjazz.com

when...
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Andersen, Harvie S, and Cameron Brown. Jordan 
is the pioneer in bass/voice duo in jazz, starting in 
the early 1950s and continuing to the present. 

In addition to his long-time association with 
Sheila Jordan, Cameron Brown has been the 
bassist in many of the most important jazz 
groups of the past 35 years including the Don 
Pullen/George Adams Quartet, Art Blakey’s Jazz 
Messengers, and various groups led by Archie 
Shepp, Roswell Rudd, Don Cherry and Dannie 
Richmond. Of particular importance to his 
development was his early work with the sextet 
and big bands of George Russell.

Sheila and Cameron have recorded several duo 
CDs together including “Celebration: Live at the 
Triad” and “Grown Accustomed to the Bass” for 
High Note and “Confirmation” for East Wind.
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Dave Peck Trio
A native of the Pacific Northwest, Dave Peck is 

recognized as an outstanding composer, arranger 

and pianist. He is known for his introspective 

style and rich harmonic coloring and has been 

described as “…a formidable musical voice, 

lyrical and insightful” and “…an absolute artist 

with a unique command of his instrument and 

the language of music”.  Downbeat magazine 

says Peck’s playing is “lyrical and pastel, swinging 

and bluesy, with a ringing crystalline touch.” and 

Cadence Magazine says he “…can hang with the 

currently feted crop of young lions”.

Dave has appeared on Piano Jazz with Marian 

McPartland. Ms McPartland said “Dave Peck is 

a pianist and composer who possesses great 

musicality, a sensitive touch and a lively sense of 

swing.” 

Peck’s professional career began in 1970. Over 

the years he has performed with many first-rank 

jazz artists including Chet Baker, Sonny Stitt, 

Lee Konitz, Art Farmer, Clifford Jordan, Harry 

“Sweets” Edison, Eddie “Lockjaw” Davis, Ernestine 

Anderson, Gary Peacock, Pete Christleib, Freddie 

Hubbard, and Claudio Roditi. From 1978 to 1996, 

he had an especially fruitful relationship with 

Bud Shank, who recorded “Tales of the Pilot”, an 

album devoted entirely to Peck’s compositions. In 

1998 “Trio”, his debut release as leader was voted 

Earshot Magazine’s Jazz Northwest Recording of 

the Year. His “3 and 1” was in the Gavin Jazz Top 

Ten and again was voted Earshot Jazz Northwest 

Recording of the Year in 2000. 

His style, chord voicings, and approach to playing 

in a trio are very reminiscent of Bill Evans, and 

not only because one of Evans’ drummers, Joe 

LaBarbera, is a part of the group. The interplay of 

the trio is tight yet spontaneous. Other influences 

include Keith Jarrett and Wynton Kelly. He has 

blended these influences into a unique approach 

to the piano. His ability to improvise and play 

variations on the theme without disassociating 

from the music he’s interpreting is truly 

illuminating and special. 

Dave Peck Trio 
From Seattle/Los Angeles

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Dave Peck - piano
Jeff Johnson - bass
Joe LaBarbera - drums

Artist website:
www.davepeckmusic.com

when...
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Soundscape explorer Erik Truffaz entered the 
public consciousness at the turn of the millennium 
with a repertoire grounded in jazz and branching 
off into rock, funk and even urban electronica. The 
French trumpeter has since earned a place among 
the new jazz elite, crafting modern, imaginative 
musical atmospheres out of a minimum of notes. 
Or, as described by Rolling Stone magazine, “a jazz 
with brawn, soul and plenty of wide, open space.”

He received an early introduction into the world of 
a professional musician thanks to his saxophone-
playing dad. When he was ten years old, the French 
trumpeter began performing in his father’s dance 
band. At the age of 16, he heard “Kind of Blue” by 
Miles Davis which inspired him to learn more. As 
a student, his repertoire expanded to classical 
works and he performed as part of Orchestre de 
Suisse Romande. He also played in cover bands 
before establishing a group called Orange which 
concentrated on his compositions. Among its 
members was drummer Marc Erbetta who 
continues to play with Truffaz. 

In 1991, his jazz fusion artistry led France’s Jury 
du Concours National de la Defense to bestow 
upon him the Prix Special, that country’s coveted 
jazz award. After making several recordings on 
European labels, Truffaz signed with Blue Note in 
2000 and released “The Mask”, a straight ahead jazz 
session with Miles Davis. By his second “Revisite” 
and third “Mantis” discs, however, he began to 
stretch the boundaries of contemporary jazz by 
incorporating drum’n’bass and hip-hop rhythms, 
establishing himself as a cutting edge artist in 
his own right. Other releases in the mid-2000s 
expanded his interest in hip-hop by adding some 
rap.

In 2010, he released “In Between” with the quartet 
that will be appearing at the Yardbird Suite. 
Vocalist Sophie Hunger appears on a couple of 
tracks on the CD. The disc has a dark, melancholy 
air with his trumpet soaring through the sound 
of rigged keyboards. Truffaz explains: “The album 
is pretty sombre and sad. But we didn’t set out 

to do it that way. Each of us comes to the studio 
with more or less finished compositions and then 
we root out a sound together. It’s only afterwards 
that we discover the result.” He has dropped the 
electronic effects of yore and placed his new silver-
incrusted instrument centre stage, producing 
an ampler sound that at times approaches the 
flute. It is the keyboards that provide the effects – 
dreamlike sounds,

A new CD is expected to be released around the 
time of the group’s Yardbird Suite appearance.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Erik Truffaz 4tet

Erik Truffaz 4tet 
From France

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Erik Truffaz - trumpet
Benoit Corboz - Hammond organ, Fender 
Rhodes, piano
Marcello Giuliani - bass
Marc Erbetta - drums, percussion

Artist website:
www.eriktruffaz.com

when...
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Petra van Nuis 

is a jazz vocalist 

based in Chicago 

since 2004. 

Inspired by such 

greats as Peggy 

Lee, Chris Connor, Lucy Ann Polk, Chet 

Baker, Billie Holiday, and Beverly Kenney 

(just to name a few!), she opts for a 

straightforward swinging delivery with 

an emphasis on feeling. Relying only on 

the deep belief in the music she sings, 

her approach is simple and without 

affectation. Her warm intimate sound 

has just a touch of breathiness. Petra is 

a true romantic and the timeless music 

of the Great American Songbook is 

what inspires her creatively. She enjoys 

unearthing obscure songs and her 

extensive repertoire is both impressive 

and unique. While steeped in tradition, 

Petra expresses her originality in the 

best sense of the word, by being true to 

herself. This sincerity is felt by audiences 

and musicians alike. Petra is a musicians’ 

singer who would rather focus on the 

music than on the spotlight. Wherever 

she sings, Petra connects with people.

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Petra van Nuis/ 
Andy Brown 
Sextet

Petra van Nuis/ 
Andy Brown Sextet 
From Chicago/Edmonton

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Petra van Nuis - vocals
Andy Brown - guitar
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Farley Scott - bass
Dean Pietro - drums

Artist website:
www.petrasings.com

when...



Influenced by artists ranging from John 

Coltrane and Archie Shepp to Roscoe Mitchell, 

Tony Malaby is a probing tenor saxophonist 

who is comfortable with both inside and 

outside playing. Some of Malaby’s work has 

been very avant-garde and left of centre, 

although he has had no problem playing more 

mainstream post-bop. Born in Tucson, Arizona, 

Malaby has been a fixture on the New York jazz 

scene for about 20 years.

He’s contributed to some of the era’s most 

celebrated ensembles, including Charlie 

Haden’s Liberation Orchestra, Paul Motian’s 

Electric Bebop Band, and the Fred Hersch 

Quintet. As a leader, he’s assembled several 

bands featuring New York’s “downtown” crème 

de la crème. His debut CD “Sabino”(Arabesque) 

made the NY Times and Philadelphia City 

Paper’s top ten jazz lists for 2000. His other 

releases include “Adobe” available on 

Sunnyside in the US, featuring Drew Gress and 

Paul Motian;  “Apparitions” on the Songlines 

label featuring Tom Rainey, Mike Sarin, and 

Drew Gress; and “Alive in Brooklyn Vol. 1 and 2” 

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Tony Malaby’s 
Tamarindo

featuring Angelica Sanchez and Tom Rainey

Introduced on the 2006 album Tamarindo, his 

trio with bassist William Parker and drummer 

Nasheet Waits is one of Malaby’s most flexible 

ensembles. A player revered on free jazz 

frontiers, Parker has collaborated with the 

jazz vanguard from Cecil Taylor and Rashied 

Ali to Peter Brötzmann, Matthew Shipp and 

John Zorn. The gifted Moraga-raised drummer 

Mark Ferber, known by his work with guitarist 

Jonathan Kreisberg and saxophone icon Lee 

Konitz, replaces Waits for this Yardbird Suite 

appearance. Playing within rough and tumble 

forms and without, Tamarindo delivers an ever-

evolving conversation marked by quicksilver 

dynamic shifts, unusual harmonic twists and 

brusque lyricism.

Tony Malaby’s Tamarindo 
From New York

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Tony Malaby - saxophone
William Parker - bass
Mark Ferber - drums

Artist website:
www.tonymalaby.net

when...
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Hailed by the New York Times as “a tenor 

saxophonist with an enigmatic, elegant 

and hard-driving style,” JD Allen is a bright 

rising light on today’s international jazz 

scene. His unique and compelling voice 

on the instrument – the result of a patient 

and painstaking confrontation with the 

fundamentals of the art - has recently earned 

Allen a blaze of critical attention signaling 

his ascension to the upper ranks of the 

contemporary jazz world.

Originally from Detroit, Allen’s apprenticeship, 

anchored by his lengthy tenure with Betty 

Carter, occurred largely in New York, where he 

worked with legends Lester Bowie, George 

Cables, Ron Carter, Louis Hayes, David Murray 

and Wallace Roney. He added his voice to that 

of his contemporaries as well; Cindy Blackman, 

Eric Revis, Orrin Evans, Meshell Ndegeocello, 

Dave Douglas, Jeremy Pelt, Gerald Cleaver and 

Nigel Kennedy continue to call upon him to 

augment their musical visions.

A couple of quintet albums on European 

labels have been followed by four trio discs 

all featuring his long-standing bassist Gregg 

August and drummer Rudy Royston. His 

reputation increased with each release with his 

third trio CD “Victory” being ranked as the third 

best jazz album of 2011 by National Public 

Radio. The 2011 Downbeat Critics Poll named 

him the No. 1 Rising Star Tenor Saxophonist. 

Several other publications also ranked “Victory” 

on their 2011 “Best of” lists. Allen’s 2012 

recording on Savant entitled “The Matador and 

the Bull” has just been issued to great acclaim 

including a 4 star review in Downbeat. 

There are a couple of interesting things to 

note about the JD Allen Trio. First, to have 

released four straight tenor trio discs with the 

same bassist and drummer is quite unusual 

these days. These special collaborators 

continuously and personally illuminate 

Allen’s modern mainstream  tenor playing 

sometimes reminiscent of John Coltrane’s 

mid-60s style. There is a complete ease among 

these musicians. August and Royston seem to 

know intuitively how to follow Allen’s intricate 

phrases. 

Second, and particularly with respect to 

“Victory” and “The Matador and the Bull”, 

virtually all of the tunes are less than four 

minutes long. But for all their brevity, they 

are rich in content and never sound rushed. 

The level of discourse is very high, reflecting 

intensity and focus but never self-indulgence. 

Besides his jazz credentials, Gregg August is 

also the Assistant Principal Bassist with the 

Brooklyn Philharmonic. One of the rising stars 

of the drums, Rudy Royston has performed and 

recorded recently with the likes of Bill Frisell, 

Dave Douglas, Ralph Bowen, Ben Allison and 

Bruce Barth.

14    Fall 2012
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JD Allen Trio



JD Allen Trio
From New York

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

JD Allen - tenor saxophone
Gregg August - bass
Rudy Royston - drums

when...“… a muscular 
and harmonically 

adventurous tenor 
saxophonist…”

~ Ben Ratliff, The New York Times

“… a tenor titan…”
~ Jazz Times
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One of the brightest guitarists of his 

generation, Toronto native and current New 

York resident Matthew Stevens will soon 

be releasing his debut album. Over the past 

decade he has recorded and performed with 

some of contemporary music’s finest musicians 

including Christian Scott, Victor Bailey, Jason 

Moran, Rodney Holmes, Ben Williams, Jeff 

Lorber, Aaron Parks, Jacky Terrasson, Esperanza 

Spalding, Walter Smith, Gerald Clayton 

and Dr. Lonnie Smith. Stevens’ playing has 

been applauded in publications worldwide, 

including The New York Times, Downbeat, Jazz 

Times, Billboard Magazine, The Los Angeles 

Times, and All About Jazz.

He has toured extensively worldwide, 

performing at some of the best national and 

international jazz festivals including Montreux, 

North Sea, Newport, Montreal, Monterey, 

Fujitsu, New Orleans Jazz and Heritage, and at 

renowned venues such as the Hollywood Bowl, 

The Kennedy Center, The Blue Note clubs in 

New York, Tokyo and Milan, and The Moscow 

International Music House.

Stevens is a member of the adjunct faculty at 

The New School in New York and has taught 

at The Maryland Summer Jazz Workshop and 

Berklee College of Music (his alma mater).

Not yet 30 years old, New Orleans native 

Christian Scott is already one of the most 

highly-regarding trumpet players in jazz. 

Having released several critically-acclaimed 

recordings for Concord over the past few 

years, the Grammy-nominated musician has 

just released a new disc entitled “Christian 

aTunde Adjuah”, the latter two names being 

a new addition to his surname reflecting his 

West African heritage. Many of the tunes on 

the new CD have a social or political theme 

but the music is an attempt to join the jazz 

style with which most of us are familiar and 

new and creative innovations. Scott writes, 

“…that the listener will hear on the album a 

stretching of jazz, not a replacement” and “…

that innovation should never be regarded as 

a problem in artistic practice, that one should 

always be aware of what has come before, and 

finally, that criticisms shouldn’t evoke paralysis 

but should inspire action.”

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Matthew Stevens Quartet  
with special guest Christian Scott

16    Fall 2012

Matthew Stevens Quartet  
with special guest  
Christian Scott 
From New York/New Orleans

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Matthew Stevens - guitar
Christian Scott - trumpet
Vicente Archer - bass
Eric Doob - drums

Artist website:
www.mattstevensmusic.com
christianscott.tv

when...
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“… He may be 
cerebral in the 

clear consideration 
going into every 

note, every chord; 
but, with an 

impassioned sense 
of commitment, his 

solos built with a 
burning combination 

of inevitability 
and sheer 

unpredictability.…”
~ All About Jazz

Christian Scott



YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES

Dawn Tyler Watson and  
Paul Deslauriers
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In the past decade, singer/actor/songwriter 

Dawn Tyler Watson has become a major force 

on the Canadian blues scene. Born in England 

and raised in Ontario, she has adopted Quebec 

as her home and been dubbed “Montreal’s 

Queen of the Blues.” An accomplished and 

dynamic performer, Dawn’s style incorporates 

her many influences of jazz, soul, folk and good 

old rock & roll into a fresh new sound that’s 

more than the old, “Ma Mama Done Told Me.” 

“Watson, in a nutshell, smokes. She has a kit 

bag full of smooth moves, and a personality 

that lifts off the page.” Blues Review Magazine.

A multiple nominee of the prestigious 

Canadian Maple Blues Awards in numerous 

categories including Best New Artist, and 

Entertainer of the Year, Dawn earned herself 

the title of Female Vocalist of the Year in 2005 

and 2007. Her original debut CD, “Ten Dollar 

Dress,” with her group the Dawn Tyler Blues 

Project, is as multi-faceted as the artist herself 

and spotlights an exceptional songwriting 

talent as well. Often funny, sometimes 

poignant, but always moving, the release also 

earned her MBA nominations in Best Album 

and Best Producer categories, and her songs 

have appeared on numerous compilations.

Dawn’s other accomplishments include 

four-time consecutive winner of the Quebec 

Lys Blues Award for Best Female Artist and 

a 2007 Canadian Folk Music Award nod for 

Best Contemporary Vocalist. She has garnered 

International recognition with the Screaming 

Jay Hawkins Award for Live Performance, and a 

Trophées France Blues for International Female 

Artist of the Year. In addition to numerous 

theatre, television and screen credits, in 2004 

she earned herself the lead role of jazz singer 

Curly Brown in the movie “Jack Paradise” 

where she starred opposite famed Quebec 

heartthrob, actor Roy Dupuis. Dawn’s big-

screen debut received as much critical acclaim 

as her stage and studio performances, as did 

the film’s Jutra-nominated soundtrack on 

which she was the featured vocalist.

Paul Deslauriers (pronounced “day-loree-

ay”) began his career in his early teens. With 

nearly two decades of experience in the music 

industry, five albums under his belt, and a list of 

fans that extends into Europe and the US, this 

guitarist/singer/songwriter has truly mastered 

his art.

Since 1997, he has fronted the Paul Deslauriers 

Band. Proudly showing his rock colors and his 

true to the blues roots, he has recently released 

his newest album called “Ripping into Red.” 

Part of Canada’s guitar elite, he is considered 

one of Quebec’s overall best musicians and 

musical directors. Nominated for Quebec’s 

Lys Blues Awards for Male Blues Artist of the 

Year in 2007, twice nominated in 2006 in 

the “Concert of the Year” and “Best Artistic 

Performance” categories, he brought home the 

award for “Best Musical Performance” in 2005.

In the April 2007 issue of Guitar Player 

Magazine, editor-in-chief Michael Molenda had 

this to say about him: “Deslauriers really knows 

how to grab your ears from note one... He’s 



Dawn Tyler Watson  
and Paul Deslauriers 
From Montreal

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16-17, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Dawn Tyler Watson - vocals, guitar
Paul Deslauriers - vocals, guitar

Artist website:
www.dawntylerwatson.com
www.pauldeslauriers.ca

when...
also a gifted songwriter and vocalist, and his 

solos, especially the slide lines, are short, but 

thrilling!”

Paul first gained acclaim in the 1990s as a 

founding member of Black Cat Bone, deemed 

by many critics at the time to be “one of 

Canada’s hottest blues-rock bands.” Over the 

years has been called upon to share his guitar 

and vocal talents on tour with the likes of 

Amanda Marshall, France D’amour, Garou and 

Nicola Ciccone, to name only a few. Today he 

continues to electrify audiences with his live 

performances and give workshops at festivals 

and concerts on both sides of the Atlantic.
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CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Mark Segger Sextet

Toronto avant-chamber-jazz group “The 

Mark Segger Sextet” was formed in 2008 to 

realize the music of drummer/composer Mark 

Segger. A combination of spirited improvisers 

with an affinity for 20th century music and 

jazz, the group features seasoned veterans of 

the Canadian jazz scene (Jim Lewis, Andrew 

Downing, Tania Gill) as well as formidable 

players from a younger generation (Chris 

Willes, Heather Segger, Mark Segger). The 

compositions are distinct; they create different 

scenarios for improvising and often tell a story, 

evoke imagery, or present the listener with 

a joke. March, 2011, saw the release of the 

ensemble’s first CD “The Beginning”.

Mark Segger Sextet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Lina Allemano - trumpet
Chris Willies - tenor saxophone, clarinet
Heather Segger - trombone
Tania Gill - piano
Rob Clutton - bass
Mark Segger - drums

Artist website:
www.marksegger.com

when...
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CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Andre Leroux Quartet

Andre Leroux Quartet 
From Montreal

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Andre Leroux - saxophones
Norman Devault - piano
Frederic Alarie - bass
Christian Lajoie - drums

when...

Saxophonist, clarinetist and flautist André Leroux 

is equally at ease performing jazz, classical, pop 

and new music.

His career started to take off in the mid-1980s 

when he played with several well-known 

ensembles including the Vic Vogel Band. Though 

strongly influenced by the legendary John 

Coltrane and Sonny Rollins, Leroux quickly 

developed a style and sound of his own—

unpretentious, hot, energetic and explosive. 

Acknowledged as one of Canada’s leading 

saxophonists, he is a master at exploring the  

many capabilities of his instrument.

Andre has appeared at the Yardbird Suite on 

numerous occasions with François Bourassa. He 

also works extensively with pianist James Gelfand. 

His first album “Corpus callosum” was released in 

2009.

“…Not content merely to 
imitate the style of the 

masters, he’s invented his 
own. Ultra-low notes, super-

high notes, insistent rhythms, 
the reed whispering and 

sounding simultaneously, 
dives, swoops, dizzying 

ascents, cascading 
falls… and then some. At 

fortysomething, Leroux has 
all the maturity of the greats, 

the technique of the greats, 
and the adventurous spirit of 

the greats…”

~ Alain Brunet, La Presse

www. yardbirdsuite.com     21



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENT

The Yardbird Suite All-Stars directed by 
Craig Brenan play the Duke Ellington  
arrangements of the Nutcracker Suite 

Yardbird Suite All-Stars 
From Edmonton/Calgary

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 1, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jim Brenan, Jerrold Dubyk, Sarah Matheson, Ray Baril,  
Mark DeJong  - woodwinds
Craig Brenan, Marty Majorowicz, Ken Read - trombones
Dave Morgan, Allan Gilliland, Sergio Rodriguez,  
Doug Berner - trumpets
Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim DeToledo - bass
Jon McCaslin - drums

when...

For a twist on seasonal classics, nothing beats the Nutcracker 

Suite by Duke Ellington. The Duke jazzed the titles of 

Tchaikovsky’s legendary score -- “Dance of the Reed Pipes” 

became “Toot Toot Tootie Toot,” “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” 

was rechristened “Sugar Rum Cherry” -- and added swinging brass 

and colorful solos to the familiar tunes. The whole suite is filled 

with holiday joy. The evening will feature the complete suite as 

well as a selection of swingin’ holiday jazz standards.
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THE BEST OF EDMONTON JAZZ SERIES

Audrey Ochoa Quintet

Audrey Ochoa Quintet 
From Edmonton

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Don Berner - saxophone, clarinet
Jim Head - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

Artist website:
www.audreyochoa.com

when...

Audrey Ochoa is one of Edmonton’s 

most prolific trombone players. Audrey 

is a full time performer, dividing her time 

between performance and educational 

activities. Along with private and group 

teaching sessions, Audrey also performs 

with numerous ensembles including 

the Edmonton Jazz Orchestra, the Brass 

Knuckles, the J-Team, the Retrofitz and her 

own jazz ensembles. Juno Award Winner 

P.J. Perry has stated that Audrey is “... a 

real talent and will accomplish any area 

of music she wishes to pursue.” She has 

performed with such notables as P.J. Perry, 

Mike Lent, Chris Andrew, Hugh Fraser, 

Chucho Valdes, Lew Tabackin, Don Berner, 

Mike Herriott, Tom Cochrane, Colin James, 

The Temptations, Martha Reeves and the 

Vandellas and has appeared on several 

recordings.
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THE BEST OF EDMONTON JAZZ SERIES

Paul Richey and The Fusionauts

Paul Richey and The Fusionauts 
From Edmonton

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Paul Richey - piano, keyboards
Jamie Philp – guitar, banjo
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

Artist website:
paulricheymusic.com

when...

Blending the musical traditions of jazz, 

rock, and folk music, Paul Richey and The 

Fusionauts take their name to heart. The 

band focuses on making new, creative music 

that is both exciting to hear and fulfilling to 

play using the harmonies of jazz, the energy 

of rock, and the singable melodies of folk. 

South American and African traditions have 

also greatly influenced the sound of the 

band as their intricate rhythms are perfectly 

suited to the band’s style. The Fusionauts 

first formed in 2008 in Toronto under 

the name “The Jazz Rock Explosion” and 

although the name has changed, the goal 

has stayed the same: to perform music that 

is challenging for the musicians, engaging 

for the audience, and enjoyable for both. For 

artists with similar concepts look to Return 

to Forever, Yellowjackets, Pat Metheny, 

Egberto Gismonti, Hermeto Pascoal, and 

Jerry Douglas. Paul Richey also loves to 

laugh so don’t be surprised when the show 

takes a turn for some stand up comedy 

every now and then!
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November 2-10, 2012

sixth annual

Celebrating Canadian Jazz!

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of members of the Edmonton Jazz Society 
(1973) will be held at the Yardbird Suite, 11 Tommy Banks Way, Edmonton, Alberta, on Thursday, 
October 18th, 2012 at 7:00 PM for the purpose of:

1. Receiving the report of the president; 2. Receiving and considering the report of the 
treasurer of the Society for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2012 including the appointment of the 
auditors for the coming year; 3. Election of the board of directors and officers of the Society; 
4. The transition of such further business as may properly come before the meeting or any 
adjournment thereof.

Further information regarding the business to be discussed at the annual general meeting 
can be obtained by contacting the Yardbird Suite at telephone 780-432-0428. Dated at the 
city of Edmonton, in the Province of Alberta, this first day of September, 2012.
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Watch for a separate Jazz Festival program, available in October.



JAMMIN’

September 25
Allen Jacobson Quartet

October 2
Jim Head Quartet

Jim Head - guitar
Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

October 9
Efa Etoroma Trio

Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Efa Etoroma - drums

October 16
NEK Trio

Ross Nicoll - piano
Dean Kheroufi - bass
Connor Ellinger - drums

October 23
The Brothers Cramer

Will Cramer - guitar & banjo
Daniel Cramer - vibes
Thom Golub - bass
Gord Graber - drums

October 30
Secretmen

Dean Faulkner - guitar,
Ryan Timoffee - keyboards
Kurt Ciesla - bass
Bill George - drums
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Tuesday Night Sessions...
Every Tuesday night during our season, Edmonton’s best jazz 
players and up-and-coming musicians arrive to play together 
on our stage. The evening begins with a one hour set from the 
featured band, followed by a jam session with selected musicians 
from the audience sitting in or taking the place of a member of 
the feature band.

Our Tuesday Sessions are a weekly event for local jazz musicians 
to play together and network, and provide an opportunity to 
mentor the younger musicians wanting to gain experience as 
they grow their own careers.

Join us for our Tuesday Sessions - a terrific opportunity to hear 
some live jazz in a relaxed concert environment.



TICKETS AT 
THE DOOR 

MEMBERS & 
GUESTS $5

DOORS 7:30 PM  
SHOW 8 PM
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Tuesday Night Sessions...
November 6
Don Berner Quintet

Don Berner - saxophone
Doug Berner - trumpet
Rob Thompson - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

November 13
Joel Gray Quartet

Joel Gray - trumpet
Andrew Glover - piano
Doug Berner - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

November 20
Rob Thompson Quartet

Rob Thompson - keyboards
Joel Gray - trumpet
Marc Beaudin - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

November 27
Marc Beaudin Quartet

JF Picard - saxophone
Rob Thompson - piano
Marc Beaudin - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

December 4
PJ Perry Quintet

PJ Perry - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Josh McHan - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

Friday & Saturday Shows:  Doors at 8pm  •  Show 9pm unless otherwise stated.
Visit www. yardbirdsuite.com

September...
September 21-22
Jerry Weldon/PJ Perry Quartet
Members $22, Guests $26

September 28
Mike Rud Trio
Members $14, Guests $18

September 29
Paul Keeling Trio
Members $14, Guests $18

October...
October 5
Doug Berner Quintet
Members $16, Guests $20

October 6
Tom Van Seters Quintet
Members $16, Guests $20

October 12
Sheila Jordan Duo
Members $26, Guests $30

October 13
Dave Peck Trio
Members $20, Guests $24

October 19
Erik Truffaz 4Tet
Members $24, Guests $28

October 20
Petra Van Nuis/ 
Andy Brown Sextet
Members $20, Guests $24

October 26
Tony Malaby’s Tamarindo
Members $24, Guests $28

October 27
JD Allen Trio
Members $24, Guests $28

October 28
Matthew Stevens Quartet with 
special guest Christian Scott
Members $24, Guests $28
Doors: 7:30pm Show: 8pm

November...
November 16-17
Dawn Tyler Watson and  
Paul Deslauriers
Members $20, Guests $24

November 23
Mark Segger Sextet
Members $18, Guests $22

November 24
Andre Leroux Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

December...
November 30-December 1
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENT!

The Yardbird Suite All-Stars 
directed by Craig Brenan 
play the Duke Ellington 
arrangements of the 
Nutcracker Suite 
Members $24, Guests $28

December 7
Audrey Ochoa Quintet
Members $14, Guests $18

December 8
Paul Richey And The Fusionauts
Members $14, Guests $18

At a Glance...


