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The profile of Montreal-based saxophonist Chet 
Doxas has increased in recent times as a result 
of his touring with the multi-award winning 
group, the Sam Roberts Band including a live 
performance in Ottawa for Prince William and 
his wife, Catherine.

Doxas can remember his father hosting jam 
sessions or directing full choir rehearsals in 
their family home. Starting on violin, switching 
to clarinet and drums and eventually settling 
on the saxophone, he can still recall the life-
changing moment when he first heard a Charlie 
Parker recording at the age of twelve. He knew 
right away that he wanted to dedicate his life 
to music.

From his teenage years onward, Chet received 
many accolades and awards in Canada, the 
United States and Europe.

He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Jazz 
Performance at McGill University as well as his 
Master’s degree at the same institution. He is 
now a member of the part-time faculty at McGill 
University’s Schulich School of Music where he 
teaches private students and small ensembles.

Chet has recorded or performed alongside 
many great artists such as Oliver Jones, Guido 
Basso, Dave Douglas, John Abercrombie, Sam 
Roberts, Rufus Wainwright, Maria Schneider, 
Joe Lovano, Jason Moran, Tim Hagans and Bill 
Stewart, to name a few. In addition, his work can 
be heard on over one hundred albums.

His first recording as a leader was “Sidewalk 
Etiquette” (Justin Time Records) which received 
much critical acclaim, including a 4-star review 
in Downbeat Magazine and a spot on their list 
of “The Best Discs of the Year”. His latest CD, “Big 
Sky” (Justin Time Records), represents a new 
stage in his career. Since its release in 2010, 
Chet’s quartet has appeared at many of Canada’s 
major festivals. “Big Sky” also received praise 

from the media, most notably a 5/5 star review 
from the Montreal Gazette, which heralded the 
CD as “a career-defining milestone”. 

Doxas’ quartet for his Yardbird Suite appearance 
features Academy and Grammy award 
nominated guitarist, Ben Charest, Zack Lober on 
bass and Chet’s brother, Jim, on drums. 

Chet Doxas 
Quartet

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Chet Doxas Quartet 
From Montreal

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Chet Doxas - saxophones
Ben Charest - guitar
Zach Liber - bass
Jim Doxas - drums

Artist website:
chetdoxas.com

when...
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Based in Edmonton, the A/B trio brings together 

three of Alberta’s most in-demand performing and 

recording musicians - Thom Bennett, Dan Davis, 

and Keith Rempel.  This new group is inspired by 

the open-sounding, chordless groups of Sonny 

Rollins, Joshua Redman, Gerry Mulligan/Chet 

Baker and Joe Lovano’s collaboration with Dave 

Holland and Elvin Jones.  Their material ranges 

from inventive reinterpretations of standards 

to modern, original repertoire and high-energy 

groove-based music.  The trio’s format is fresh, and 

their music is accessible and compelling.

The A/B trio has performed extensively in 

Edmonton (the Yardbird Suite, Creations, Von’s, the 

Blue Chair, Nola Creole Kitchen and Music House, 

the Haven Social Club), and is in the process of 

branching out to other locales across the province.  

They have performed and led jazz master classes 

throughout the province.

Members of the A/B trio have performed and/or 

recorded with a veritable who’s who of musicians 

in Canada and beyond including Juno award 

winners Brad Turner and Mike Lent, Bill Coon, 

Mike Downes, P.J. Perry, the Calgary Jazz Orchestra, 

the Southwest Florida Symphony, and among 

many others.  Members of the group have toured 

extensively across Canada, the United States 

and Europe performing at the International 

Association of Jazz Educators Conference, the 

Edmonton International Jazz Festival, the Calgary 

Jazz Festival, Kraina Mriy Festival of Kiev and 

hundreds of private and corporate functions.  

Their teaching experience at the post-secondary 

level includes time at the University of South 

Florida, MacEwan University and Keyano College.

The A/B trio recently released their debut album 

“Take No Prisoners” at Sanctuary Studios in 

Edmonton.  The album features new compositions 

by each member of the group and includes Chris 

Andrew, Mo Lefever and Bob Tildesley as guest 

artists.

A/B Trio

A/B Trio 
From Edmonton

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Dan Davis - saxophones
Keith Rempel - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

with guest players: 
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Mo Lefever - guitar
Chris Andrew - piano

Artist website:
www.abtrio.com

when...
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Ofir Shwartz Trio
Ofir Shwartz started his 
professional career as a pianist 
and composer in his early 20s 
with some of the finest jazz 
musicians in Israel.

In addition to the trio which 
will be performing at the 
Yardbird Suite, he also 
performs with the Shwartz-
Hosoya Trio, the Art of Duo 
(a piano-drums group), and 
as keyboard player with 
the Residents of the Future. 
Shwartz has performed at 
prestigious jazz festivals and 
venues over the world, all 
the while continuing to compose and create 
fascinating new music.

Ofir takes much inspiration from musicians 
such as Keith Jarrett, Chick Corea, Brad Mehldau, 
Bobo Stenson, Dave Liebman and many more. 
Exploring the endless bounds of harmony 
and melody, he attaches great importance to 
creativity which results in the unique sound of 
his music. 

A progressive piano trio that performs music 
written and arranged by Ofir Shwartz, this trio 
has a unique approach inspired by jazz, rock, 
and drum and bass genres.

The trio performances are very alive and 
energetic - changing rhythms, moving from 
mellow melodies to dissonance in the spirit 
of the moment. They create a very emotional 
and honest connection between themselves 
and the audience as part of the music creation 
experience.

The Ofir Shwartz Trio currently tours the world 
in support of their 2010 album “Earlier in Time”.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Ofir Shwartz Trio 
From Israel

FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Ofir Shwartz - piano
Simon Starr - bass
Roy Oliel - drums

Artist website:
www.ofirshwartz.com

when...
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Scott Amendola Trio
Although they have known each other for many 

years and worked together in different musical 

contexts, the Scott Amendola Trio’s first recording 

is “Lift” released in 2010 on Amendola’s own Sazi 

label. The disc weaves together seductive melo-

dies, transparent textures and mysterious buzzes 

and beeps, focusing on Amendola’s lyrically 

charged original tunes with sounds ranging from 

bulldozing psychedelic metal distortion to laid-

back West Coast reimaginings of Brazilian music. 

Scott Amendola moved to the San Francisco area 

about twenty years ago following his graduation 

from the Berklee College of Music. Since that time, 

he has built a very strong resume leading his own 

groups as well as prominent associations with 

other major jazz ensembles such as the Nels Cline 

Singers and the Grammy-nominated T.J. Kirk with 

Charlie Hunter.

For Amendola, the drum kit isn’t so much an 

instrument as a musical portal. He possesses a gift 

for twisting musical genres in unexpected direc-

tions. By employing custom designed electronics, 

including looping machines, pedals and ring 

modulators, he’s continually expanding his sonic 

palette, exploring textures and rhythms with an 

improvisational sensibility.

Electronics play an increasingly important role 

in this volatile trio featuring the protean Chicago 

guitarist Jeff Parker and veteran South Bay bass 

master John Shifflett. Parker is ideally suited to 

follow Amendola’s muse wherever it leads. His 

versatile guitar adapts to his roles in the Chicago 

Underground Trio and in the post-rock group Tor-

toise. Shifflett is the unsung hero of the group. He 

anchors the band with his robust playing, assert-

ing a grounded acoustic feel when his bandmates 

venture far out into their electronic excursions.

Scott Amendola Trio 
From San Francisco/Chicago

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Scott Amendola - drums
John Shifflett - bass
Jeff Parker - guitar

Artist website: 
www.scottamendola.com

when...
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Whenever vocalist Diana Panton performs, 

she has a mesmerizing effect on her audience. 

She is being heralded as one of Canada’s most 

promising jazz vocalists. Her aesthetic sense 

has attracted the attention of some of the 

jazz world’s most respected masters. When 

legendary Canadian multi-instrumentalist Don 

Thompson first heard Panton sing at age 19, he 

recommended she audition for the jazz workshop 

at the Banff Center for the Arts. There, she studied 

under Norma Winstone, Sheila Jordan and Jay 

Clayton. Jordan has likened Panton’s voice to “the 

sweetest bird you’ll ever hear.”

It was also at Banff where she first performed with 

Thompson, an association that continues to the 

present day. Her first album also included guitarist 

Reg Schwager and he also continues to work and 

record with Panton. Diana’s first three recordings 

were all well-received by critics and audiences 

alike, garnering recognition including Juno 

nominations, National Jazz Awards nominations, 

a Silver Disc Award for Best Vocal Recording of 

2010 by Japan’s Jazz Critique Magazine, and much 

more.

Her latest release “To Brazil with Love” is a tribute 

to the samba and bossa nova traditions of Brazil. 

The album features the most adventurous 

instrumentation to date. While Thompson and 

Schwager continue as the backbone of the group, 

the disc also includes Maninho Costa and Silas 

Silva providing Brazilian rhythms on drums and 

percussion as well as Kiki Misumi on cello and Bill 

McBirnie on flute. Jazz Times magazine describes 

her voice as “delightfully sweet, a tonal purity that 

is arrestingly beautiful.”

In addition to Reg Schwager and Don Thompson 

being on hand for Diana Panton’s Yardbird Suite 

debut, her group will also feature the legendary 

Canadian trumpet master Guido Basso.

Diana Panton Quartet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Diana Panton - vocals
Guido Basso - trumpet
Reg Schwager - guitar
Don Thompson - piano, bass, vibes

Artist website:
www.dianapanton.com

when...

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Diana Panton 
Quartet
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This performance is made possible in part by a 
grant from the Ontario Arts Council’s National 

and  International Touring program.

Pantone version

CMYK version

Black & White version



Last year’s appearance at the Yardbird Suite by the 
Lynne Arriale Trio was so outstanding we couldn’t 
wait to have them back.

Downbeat magazine calls her an “ingenious 
arranger, composer, soloist and performer” and 
her 2009 release “Nuance” “one of the most 
original ensemble recordings of 2009, ...an album 
of brilliant group interpretations, finely crafted 
original material, intricate arrangements and rapt 
solos”. 

Her 2011 recording “Convergence” is an eloquent 
work of power and strength exploring previously 
uncharted musical waters. A four star review by 
Downbeat, it has also been judged one of the 
top 40 new jazz releases of 2011 by Jazz Times 
magazine. Arriale displays stunning adroitness, 
agility and finesse on the disc. 

At the core of her vast appeal is the subtle, 
seduction of her intoxicating, memorable 
melodies and ability to communicate with her 
band and her audiences. “She achieves a special, 
deep connection with her audience, and the 
energy flows both ways. Arriale’s emotional 
authenticity allows her audience to feel and think 

along with her” (Jazz Times). 

Arriale has been sharing her prolific body of 
audio and video recorded work all over the world 
since winning the 1993 Great American Piano 
Competition. Collaborations with icons Benny 
Golson, Rufus Reid, Kenny Barron and more recently, 
George Mraz and Randy Brecker soon followed, 
which speaks to her considerable skill and stature 
within the jazz/improvised music community. In 
addition to being an accomplished jazz performer 
and scholar, Arriale is equally dedicated to sharing 
her knowledge and experience through her 
position of Assistant Professor of Jazz Studies and 
Director of Small Ensembles at the University of 
North Florida. 

Please join us for ‘Meet the Artist’  
event prior to the show at 8:30 PM

Lynne Arriale Trio

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Lynne Arriale Trio 
From Florida/New York

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Lynne Arriale - piano
Omer Avital - bass
Anthony Pinciotti – drums

Artist website:
www.lynnearriale.com

when...
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Karl Schwonik 
Quintet

Karl Schwonik Quintet 
From Calgary/Edmonton/Toronto/Chicago

FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

James Davis - trumpet
Mike Murley - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Karl Schwonik - drums

Artist website:
www.karlschwonik.com

when...

Alberta-born, legally-blind drummer Karl 

Schwonik grew up on a farm near Gwynne 

where he was exposed to countless musical 

situations ranging from polka to jazz. Fresh out of 

high school, Schwonik embarked on a tour with 

2-time Canadian Country Music Award Nominee 

Heather-Dawn. This was followed by an invitation 

to study at the Banff Centre where Schwonik was 

the youngest participant ever in the long-term 

career residency program.

Still in his mid-20’s, Schwonik has an extremely 

busy schedule. He has completed over 15 

substantial tours throughout North America 

as a leader. In his travels, Schwonik has had 

the opportunity to perform in diverse venues 

including a country barn, Carnegie Hall and the 

John F. Kennedy Center! His latest recording on 

Chronograph Records “1+4” was #1 on Canadian 

jazz radio charts for nearly 2 months. Both “1+4” 

and Schwonik’s first album “Visions from the 

Farm” were nominated for a Western Canadian 

Music Award for ‘Jazz Recording of the Year’.

In demand internationally as a guest artist and 

instructor, Schwonik has taught students of all 

ages at over 200 educational institutions. He 

regularly lectures on a broad range of topics 

in jazz, music business and artists coping with 

disabilities. Among the many awards and 

distinctions Schwonik has garnered are the 

Lieutenant Governor of Alberta’s Emerging Artist 

Award, the VSA Arts International Young Soloist 

Award, the AFM International Diversity Award, and 

the Queen’s Jubilee Award.

Schwonik has been fortunate enough to 

share the stage with many inspiring musicians 

including Dave Douglas, Chucho Valdes, Sonny 

Fortune, David Braid, Jens Lindemann, P.J. Perry, 

Tommy Banks, Hugh Fraser, and Rémi Bolduc.

Lynne Arriale Trio 
From Florida/New York

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Lynne Arriale - piano
Omer Avital - bass
Anthony Pinciotti – drums

Artist website:
www.lynnearriale.com

www. yardbirdsuite.com    9
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This sleek new group uses the distinctive Fender 

Rhodes sound as its anchor. Featuring “one of 

Canada’s leading saxophone innovators” (Toronto 

Star), Forward Motion offers a unique look at 

modern jazz with rock and fusion influences. 

Original compositions range from the intimacy of 

a piano trio to the bombastic energy of the organ 

trio tradition. 

Forward Motion is led by Canadian saxophonist, 

clarinetist and composer Quinsin Nachoff. 

Currently residing in New York, the Globe & Mail 

described him as “one of the truly bright younger 

jazz minds hereabouts”. Several of his previous 

recordings featuring musicians such as Jim Black, 

Mark Helias, pianist John Taylor and cellist Ernst 

Reijseger have earned high praise from the critics. 

His 2011 release FoMo has been described as 

funky, passionate and intellectually probing. 

His composing credits include extended works 

for jazz big bands as well as commissions for 

classical musicians. He has toured internationally 

and nationally as a leader and is also active as a 

sideman with a multitude of creative projects 

in Canada, the United States, Europe and the 

Pacific Rim. Among his awards are a semi-finalist 

placing in the Thelonious Monk Jazz Saxophone 

Competition, nominations for numerous 

Canadian National Jazz Awards, and a Juno 

award and Grammy nomination as part of Hilario 

Duran’s Big Band for Best Contemporary Jazz 

Album in 2008. As a sideman he has performed 

or recorded with Kenny Werner, Howard Johnson, 

Tim Hagans, David Binney, Kenny Wheeler and 

Don Thomson among others.

Forward Motion 
From Toronto/New York

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22

DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Quinsin Nachoff - saxophone
Russ Johnson - trumpet

Andy Milne - Fender Rhodes
Dan Weiss - drums

Artist website:
www.quinsin.com

when...

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Forward Motion
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Israeli-born Assaf Kehati began playing the guitar 
at age ten. Initially exposed to the diverse and 
dynamic sounds of the Mediterranean region, he 
eventually developed a passion for jazz. He studied 
and performed in Israel before moving to Boston 
in 2007 where he enrolled in the prestigious New 
England Conservatory. It was there that he met the 
legendary drummer Billy Hart who is a prominent 
member of the NEC faculty.

Besides Hart, Kehati soon began performing 
with prominent musicians on the Boston scene 
including pianist Ran Blake, saxophonists George 
Garzone, Eli Degibri and Will Vinson, and drummer 
Ziv Ravitz. He has performed at many important 
jazz venues in Boston, New York and Washington, 
D.C. He also studied at the Banff Centre for the Arts.

Assaf’s guitar sound draws from the traditional jazz 
pantheon – Joe Pass, Wes Montgomery, Jim Hall 
and Pat Metheny – but it also reflects the eclectic 
sounds of his Israeli background. He is a passionate 
artist whose music draws from his influences and 
relies on collective improvisation. He has released 
two CDs, “A View from My Window” in 2010 and 
“Flowers and Other Stories” in 2011. 

Joining Assaf Kehati’s trio for his Yardbird Suite 
debut will be drummer Billy Hart. A creative 
player who is also comfortable playing advanced 
jazz, Hart’s stellar career, mainly as a sideman, 
includes stints with Buck Hill, Shirley Horn, Wes 
Montgomery, Herbie Hancock, McCoy Tyner and 
Stan Getz amongst many others. In addition, he 
appeared on Miles Davis’ “On the Corner”. Also a 
renowned jazz educator, Hart is considered among 
the greatest jazz drummers on the scene today.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Assaf Kehati Trio with Billy Hart

Assaf Kehati Trio with Billy Hart 
From Israel/Boston

FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Assaf Kehati - guitar
Tamir Shmerling - bass
Billy Hart – drums

Artist website:
www.assafkehati.com

when...

“You’ll savor the exotic-sounding intimacy of this group”
~ Ken Franckling, Jazz Notes

“This [group] headed up by Kehati is simply amazing!”
~ Michael Mullina, Skope
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KØGGING is the band of vocalist Norbert 

Kögging. “Three years ago it all started with an 

idea in the back of my head. I wrote my first 

song for a band that didn’t exist yet. Now, three 

years later, this song called ‘A Silent Scream’ is 

on our debut album ‘Daydreaming’ together 

with seven other songs I wrote for KØGGING’.

“Daydreaming” was recorded in the spring 

of 2011 at the Banff Centre for the Arts. ”In 

Holland all band members have a busy 

schedule rehearsing and playing gigs with 

several groups. I was looking for a place 

where we could reside for some time and 

completely focus on KØGGING only. I knew the 

Banff Centre from the music residency I spent 

there when I was still a student. It appeared 

to be the perfect place with great facilities 

in a breathtaking environment.” After the 

recording was completed, KØGGING toured 

Alberta and British Columbia including a gig 

at the Yardbird Suite. Back in Holland, string 

arrangements were added to some of the 

songs on ‘Daydreaming’. 

KØGGING’s music is IndieJazz with a singer/

songwriter touch. Inspired by artists like Brad 

Mehldau, John Mayer and David Linx, it is 

intimate but energetic, forceful but subtle, 

distinct but dreamy. Some of Norbert’s vocals 

bring to mind the great Kurt Elling.

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

KØGGING

KØGGING 
From Amsterdam

SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Norbert Køgging - vocals
Folkert Oosterbeek - piano, Fender Rhodes
Tobias Nijboer - bass
Felix Schlarmann - drums

Artist website:
www.kogging.com

when...



www. yardbirdsuite.com     13

The Tyler Hornby Quintet with vocalist 

Johanna Sillanpaa presents an evening of 

music by one of the greatest composers of 

the Great American Songbook, Cole Porter. 

Both Hornby and Sillanpaa are well known to 

Edmonton audiences having appeared here 

in many different groups over the past several 

years.

Tyler Hornby has blossomed into one of the 

country’s most innovative and sought-after 

drummers. He has also become a gifted 

composer, studying the craft with Grammy 

Award winning pianist Chip Stephens, and 

immersing himself in the work of other great 

players from all over the planet. His list of 

collaborators is wide and wealthy, including 

Bob Mintzer, Randy Brecker, Tom Harrell, 

James Carter, Hugh Fraser, Tommy Banks, PJ 

Perry, Ralph Bowen, Maciek Grzywacz (with a 

2007 Polish Music Award nomination for their 

collaboration), Maciej Sikala, Piotr Lemanczyk, 

and many more. 

Currently an instructor on the faculty of the 

Mount Royal University Jazz Program, Hornby 

has developed clinics and workshops in 

Canada and elsewhere throughout the world. 

He has appeared on more than 30 recordings 

including several under his own name. 

Music has also played a major part in the life 

of Johanna Sillanpaa. Originally from Sweden, 

she carries with her a strong and sultry voice, 

as she continues to make her mark on the 

international music scene. From the moment 

she discovered her love for singing she knew 

she was in for a life long journey, one she didn’t 

really choose, but rather, one that chose her. 

Her musical education includes studies with 

the legendary Sheila Jordan and Jay Clayton. 

THE BEST OF ALBERTA

Tyler Hornby Quintet
Cole Porter Tribute

Tyler Hornby Quintet 
From Calgary/Edmonton

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Johanna Sillanpaa - vocals
Jim Brenan - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Rubim de Toledo - bass
Tyler Hornby – drums

Artist website:
www.tylerhornby.com
www.johannamusic.com

when...



With over 86 recordings to his credit, 30 as 

a leader in his own right, pianist, composer, 

publisher, educator, author and touring artist, 

Hal Galper is best known for his work with Chet 

Baker, Cannonball Adderley and John Scofield. 

His recordings as a leader with Michael and 

Randy Brecker are considered 

among the best. He probably 

gained his greatest sideman 

notoriety with the Phil Woods 

Quintet from 1981 to 1990.

Graduating from the Berklee 

College of Music in the late 1950s, 

his reputation grew steadily in 

the changing environment of jazz. 

He anchored such bands as the 

Slide Hampton Quartet, the Lee 

Konitz Duo, the Stan Getz Quartet 

and many others. His biography is 

listed in the National Encyclopedia 

of Jazz and he has 100 original compositions 

recorded and published.

Galper is also internationally known as an 

educator. His theoretical and practical articles 

have appeared in six of Down Beat Magazines

 editions and his scholarly article on the 

Psychology of Stage fright, originally published 

in the Jazz Educators Journal, has subsequently 

been reprinted in four other publications. Fast 

becoming the last word on the subject, his new 

book “The Touring Musician, A Small Business 

Approach to Booking Your Band on the 

Road” (Billboard Books) is now into its second 

printing. Hal is on the faculty of Purchase 

Conservatory and the New School of Jazz and 

Contemporary Music. He travels the college 

lecture-workshop circuit extensively.

He has won a Grammy nomination and a 

Grammy for his recordings with the award-

winning Phil Woods Quartet and Quintet, was 

awarded a Distinguished Alumni Award from 

the Berklee College of Music, multiple awards 

for outstanding service to Jazz Education from 

the IAJE and has been a recipient of grants 

from the National Endowment of the Arts, The 

Lila Wallace-Readers Digest Foundation and 

the New School of New York.

Hal Galper‘s music displays some of the best 

qualities of mainstream jazz. His ability to 

select and arrange rarely heard tunes from 

the standard repertoire, his penchant for 

lyrical improvisation and his commitment to 

a dancing, deeply swinging beat, makes his 

music accessible to a broad range of listeners. 

14   March/April 2012

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Hal Galper Trio

Hal Galper Trio 
From New York/Seattle

SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Hal Galper - piano
Jeff Johnson - bass
John Bishop – drums

Artist website:
www.halgalper.com

when...



Grammy Award winning vocalist and drummer Donald 
Ray Johnson has spent a lifetime dedicated to music. 
He has toured with blues and R&B artists Phillip Walker, 
Lowell Fulsom, Pee Wee Crayton, Percy Mayfield,  
Big Joe Turner, Smokey Wilson, the Isley Brothers  
and Maurice John Vaughn, to name a few. He won the 
Grammy Award in 1979 as a member of the R&B/disco 
band A Taste of Honey, has been nominated for Maple 
Blues Awards, and has twice been named Best Canadian 
Male Blues Vocalist by Real Blues Magazine.

His career spans more than forty years. He moved to Calgary 
in 1990 and has been captivating audiences ever since with 
his warm, rich voice, and his authentic interpretations of 
R&B, blues and gospel. He has released a catalogue of great 
CDs, ‘It Ain’t Easy Bein’ Blue’ (1995), ‘Donald Ray’ (1998), ‘Pure 
Pleasure’ (2002), ‘Travelin’ Man’ (2006) and his most recent 
CD ‘It’s Time’. With his warm, engaging stage presence and a 
voice that has been called the perfect mix of heart and soul, 
Donald has become a well-loved and respected part of the 
Canadian blues community.

YARDBIRD SUITE BLUES
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Donald Ray Johnson 
From Calgary/Edmonton

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, APRIL 13-14, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Donald Ray Johnson - vocals
Michael Huston - guitar
Yuji Ihara - guitar
TBA - piano, keyboards
Bill Eaglesham - bass
Anders Czarnecki – drums

Artist website: www.donaldray.com

when...



Amy Cervini is a jazz-honed singer who has the 

big ears and free spirit to reach far and wide for 

great material, whether it’s from Cole Porter or 

Leonard Cohen, Nellie McKay or Willie Nelson. 

In January 2012, the Toronto-bred, New York-

based vocalist releases her third solo album 

“Digging Me, Digging You”, a tribute to the 

vintage jazz pixie Blossom Dearie. This follows 

the albums “Lovefool” (2009) and “Famous 

Blue” (2007), which established Cervini as one 

of the more individual talents on the North 

American scene for her intrepid sense of song 

and pure-toned, ever-swinging vocalism. The 

New York Times has enthused over her as “a 

thoughtful and broad-minded jazz singer,” 

while the All Music Guide recommends her 

recordings for the “honest, self-assured and 

honey-dripping presence clearly heard.”

Her first two albums featured a wide variety 

of jazz standards and songs culled from 

more contemporary sources such as Leonard 

Cohen’s “Famous Blue Raincoat”, “Mushaboom” 

by Feist, Fiona Apple’s “Extraordinary Machine”, 

“Lovefool” by the Cardigans, the first recording 

of Fred Hersch’s “Lazin’ Around” and far-flung 

numbers by Willie Nelson, Nellie McKay, Jack 

Johnson and Depeche Mode. 

Cervini’s new album “Digging Me, Digging 

You: A Tribute to Blossom Dearie” presents her 

homage to the quirky jazz singer who counted 

among her admirers Miles Davis and John 

Lennon. She puts her fresh, contemporary 

spin on Dearie originals as well as standards 

performed by her.

Dearie has felt like a kindred spirit to Cervini 

since her youth, the singer says: “She was hip 

enough to hang with Miles and Gil Evans, so 

she was more like one of the cats. She had a 

little-girl voice, but with this natural, melody-

focused delivery, one that swung. She was just 

really musical and had that subtle wit. But with 

this album, I’m not paying tribute so much to 

Blossom Dearie as a singer and a pianist as I’m 

paying tribute to the choices she made as a 

singer and a pianist.”

16   March/April 2012

CROSS-BORDER JAZZ SERIES

Amy Cervini 
Quartet

Amy Cervini Quartet 
From New York/Toronto

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Amy Cervini - vocals
Michael Cabe - piano
Mark Lau - bass
Ernesto Cervini - drums

Artist website:
amycervini.com

when...



Elizabeth Shepherd pushes the boundaries 

of what is considered conventional jazz, all 

the while creating a sound completely her 

own. From London to Tokyo, Elizabeth has 

captivated audiences and critics on both 

sides of the pond. Her Juno nominated debut 

album “Start to Move” continues to receive 

critical acclaim, and was voted the Top 3 Jazz 

Albums of the Year by the listeners of the Gilles 

Peterson Show on BBC Radio 1 in 2006.

Trained extensively in conservatories from 

across Canada to France, Elizabeth completed 

a degree in jazz piano from McGill University. 

Since forming the Elizabeth Shepherd Trio in 

the mid-2000s, it has become a staple group in 

Toronto’s soul jazz scene.

Her follow-up full-length album “Parkdale” is 

an older, wiser Shepherd teamed with her ever 

youthful, graceful soul. The mood of “Parkdale” 

tracks the emotional whirlwind of human 

experience. The album explores what everyone 

fears the most: total openness, divulging 

your innermost humanity. The title track 

explores the nuances of brokenness within 

the community. The album leads the listener 

through it all with stories of personal growth 

alongside the evolution of a neighbourhood 

in transition. “I’ve always found strange the 

massive discrepancy between the highly 

emotional events that shape our personal 

lives, that we generally don’t share, and the 

completely mundane events that insidiously 

make their way into conversation.

As far as being a “jazz performer”, Elizabeth 

does not count herself as one to be defined by 

a particular genre - her music comes straight 

from the soul, and is more than just what she 

does, but what she loves and who she is.

CANADIAN JAZZ SERIES

Elizabeth Shepherd Trio

Elizabeth Shepherd Trio 
From Toronto

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Elizabeth Shepherd - piano, vocals
Gordie Mowatt - bass
Colin Kingsmore - drums

Artist website:
elizabethshepherd.com

when...
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Since graduating from Grant MacEwan College 

in 1990, Chris has become a key player in the 

Alberta music scene. His musical diversity can be 

seen through his numerous performances over 

the years in genres such as jazz, funk, pop, Latin, 

or musical theatre. He has studied in Cuba and 

has toured across Canada countless times in a 

number of bands in various musical styles.

Although well known as a jazz educator in 

Alberta, Chris is best known for his ability to play. 

In the jazz vein, Chris’ resume lists a veritable 

who’s who of jazz including performances with 

Joshua Redman, Sonny Fortune, Bud Shank, Pete 

Christlieb, Joe LaBarbera, P.J. Perry, Kirk MacDonald, 

Paquito D’Rivera, Brad Turner, and Steve Wallace 

just to name some highlights.

On the local scene, Chris has performed or 

recorded with numerous well known groups 

including The Jump Orchestra, Maracujah, Bomba, 

Kelly Allana, Tim Tamashiro, The Swinging Bovines, 

The Edmonton Symphony, Phatty, and The 

Devoties.

He was honoured a couple of years ago with 

the CBC Galaxie Rising Star Award for his 

virtuosic talent. Featured as a sideman on many 

recordings, Chris has released several albums 

under his own name including his most recent 

disc “Strange Days” which was recorded in New 

York with several first-call musicians including Joe 

Magnarelli and Ralph Bowen.

For this weekend, Chris Andrew will present his 

own interpretation of probably Canada’s greatest 

jazz musician Oscar Peterson.

18   March/April 2012

THE BEST OF ALBERTA

Chris Andrew Quartet
Tribute to Oscar Peterson

Chris Andrew Quartet
Tribute to Oscar Peterson 
From Edmonton/Calgary

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, APRIL 27-28, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Chris Andrew - piano
Jim Head - guitar
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Jon McCaslin – drums

Artist website:
www.chrisandrewmusic.com

when...



JAmmIN’

tuesday night 
sessions

TICKETS AT THE DOOR - MEMBERS & GUESTS $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

April 17
Jamie Cooper Quintet

Dave Morgan - trumpet
Peter Belec - guitar
Doug Organ - piano/B3
John Taylor - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

April 24
Jazz Passages Trio

Bryan Sim - piano
Farley Scott - bass
Mike Gillespie - drums
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March 6
Marty and the People

Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Paul Richey - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

March 13
Nathan Ouellette Quartet

Laura Craig - saxophone
Stefan Kijek - piano
Thom Golub - bass
Nathan Ouellette - drums

March 20
Mike Morrisseau Quartet

Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Mike Morrisseau - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

March 27
Lindsay Woolgar Quartet

Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Stefan Kijek - piano
Lindsay Woolgar - bass

April 3
Audrey Ochoa Quartet

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Chris Andrew - piano
Troy Nowaselski - bass
Luis Tovar - drums

April 10
Dan Davis Quartet

Dan Davis - saxophone
Mo Lefever - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums



EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

april

Friday & Saturday Shows:  Doors at 8pm  •  Show 9pm unless otherwise stated.

march
     1 2 3  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

March 2
Chet Doxas Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

March 3
A/B Trio
Members $14, Guests $18

March 9
Ofir Shwartz Trio
Members $22, Guests $26

March 10
Scott Amendola Trio
Members $22, Guests $26

March 16
Diana Panton Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

March 17
Lynne Arriale Trio
Members $22, Guests $26

March 23
Karl Schwonik Quintet
Members $18, Guests $22

March 24
Forward Motion
Members $18, Guests $22

March 30
Assaf Kehati Trio with Billy Hart
Members $22 Guests $26

March 31
KØGGING
Members $20 Guests $24

April 6
Tyler Hornby Quintet
Cole Porter Tribute
Members $16, Guests $20

April 7
Hal Galper Trio
Members $20, Guests $24

April 13-14
Donald Ray Johnson
Members $18, Guests $22

April 20
Amy Cervini Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

April 21
Elizabeth Shepherd Trio
Members $18, Guests $22

April 27-28
Chris Andrew Quartet - 
Tribute to Oscar Peterson
Members $16, Guests $20

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30


