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It has always been an essential part of jazz to 
take a tradition and turn it into something 
new and personal. This especially holds true 
in today’s environment where “anything goes” 
stylistically: jazz is not so much defined by what 
is played, but by who plays it. Few musicians 
can lay claim to a truly personal style. Fjoralba 
Turku can. In part this is due to her past. Born 
in Albania, she immigrated to Germany at the 
age of nine. The uncertainty of her residency 
status influenced Fjoralba and also shaped the 
unexpected strength, emotional depth and 
personal tone of her music. 

In 2007, Turku was accepted into the Munich 
Conservatory of Music, and in the same year she 
joined the world music band “Tabla & Strings” 
which soon recorded with saxophonist Charlie 
Mariano.

A petite woman in her mid-twenties, on first 
sight one might assume that she would have 
a graceful if not downright fragile voice. But 
as soon as her voice rings out, she delivers 
one of those “aha” moments, something the 
listener is absolutely not prepared for. Her voice 
is anything but weak or thin – her sound is 
delightfully sweet, soft, warm, and unexpectedly 
deep. Energy and maturity is tucked into her 
singing; there is an intensity that has nothing to 
do with volume. 

Fjoralba Turku’s second album “Serene” 
confirms the praise and great expectations 
generated by her first recording. She 
impressively demonstrates her greatest talent - 
telling stories in song. Whether she is inspired 
by gospel harmonies, unusual intervals and 
uneven time-signatures of Albanian music 
and jazz - at all times it is her unmistakable, 
distinctive individual style that merges 
everything organically together.

With her on stage will be the young, splendid 
drummer Fabian Rösch and pianist Simon Seidl 
from Cologne as well as bassist Paulo Cardoso, 
whom she considers her mentor. 

Fjoralba Turku  
Quartet

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Fjoralba Turku  
Quartet 
From Albania/Germany

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Fjoralba Turku - vocals
Simon Seidl - piano
Paulo Cardoso - bass
Fabian Rösch – drums

Artist website:
www.fjoralbaturku.de

when...
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Run Stop Run (RSR) is a collective in every sense 

of the word.  Led by Juno-nominated trombonist 

William Carn, this quartet features four of Canada’s 

top jazz artists performing their own brand of 

eclectic, original, modern jazz music.  All four 

members (William Carn, trombone/effects; Don 

Scott, guitar/effects; Jon Maharaj, bass; and Ethan 

Ardelli) have performed together in various 

settings over the past five years.  Run Stop Run was 

formed out of this musical bond. 

William Carn has become one of Canada’s leading 

jazz trombonists and composers.  Besides leading 

his own acclaimed group, the William Carn Quintet, 

he has recorded and performed with the likes of 

Carla Bley, Steve Swallow, Randy Brecker, Kenny 

Wheeler, and Rob McConnell. 

Guitarist Don Scott has garnered much praise as 

a player and composer.  Having shared the stage 

with such jazz luminaries as Dave Douglas, Chris 

Potter and David Binney, Don is also a band leader 

who recently celebrated the release of his quartet’s 

first recording, Out of Line.

Jon Maharaj is truly one of Toronto’s busiest 

bassists.  Among his many credits he has 

worked with Christian Scott, Reg Schwager, Don 

Thompson, Mike Murley and Dionne Taylor.   Jon 

is also completing his first recording as leader with 

his trio.

Lastly, Ethan Ardelli has become one of Toronto’s 

most sought after drummers.  He is a member 

of the award-winning David Virelles Quintet, the 

Nancy Walker Quartet and has recorded with 

many great artists such as Jane Bunnett and Mark 

Turner.

Run Stop Run

Run Stop Run 
From Toronto

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

William Carn - trombone, effects
Don Scott - guitar
Jon Maharaj - bass
Ethan Ardelli – drums

Artist website:
www.williamcarn.com/RSR.html

when...
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Second EdJe
Consider this a return, or a fresh beginning. The 
EdJe is returning to the Yardbird Suite, but in its 
second form.

“Second EdJe” is making its debut performance 
on Friday, January 27, with all new members - 
a collective jazz sextet featuring Jerrold Dubyk 
(tenor saxophone), Craig Brenan (trombone), 
Dave Morgan (trumpet), Chris Andrew (piano), 
Jeff Johnson (bass) and Andrew Miller (drums).

Back in the late 80s, there was a group in 
Edmonton called “The EdJe” or the Edmonton 
Jazz Ensemble. It evolved from a group 
of aspiring musicians formed in 1985 as a 
performance ensemble of the Edmonton Jazz 
Society. Led by trumpeter and composer Sean 
McAnally, the band began playing at smaller 
venues around Edmonton and gradually 
attracted a loyal legion of fans. 

The EdJe performed frequently at the Yardbird 
Suite in Edmonton and appeared at jazz festivals 
in Montreal, Ottawa, Saskatoon, Vancouver and 
Victoria. The band participated in the 1988 
Alcan Jazz Competition at the International 
Festival de Jazz de Montreal and was awarded 
the first prize at this prestigious national event. 
Shortly after this victory, the EdJe toured parts 
of Europe and played the Paris Jazz Festival.

Endorsed by the original members, “Second 
EdJe” is a new project in which all musicians 
compose and arrange for the ensemble, 
drawing on various influences from where each 
member has come from.

Join us at the Yardbird Suite for an exciting 
evening of original compositions and 
arrangements featuring some of Edmonton’s 
top jazz artists.

Second EdJe 
From Edmonton

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jerrold Dubyk - tenor saxophone
Craig Brenan - trombone
Dave Morgan - trumpet
Chris Andrew - piano
Jeff Johnson - bass
Andrew Miller – drums

when...

THE BEST OF EdMONTON



Ori Dakari is a guitarist and composer, now residing back in 

his homeland, Israel, after spending the past few years living 

and making music in New York City. “Entrances”, his debut CD 

as a leader, was released in 2009 on John Zorn’s New York 

based label, Tzadik Records, and received rave reviews from 

Jazz Times, All About Jazz and Jazz Review.

Ori grew up In Kfar-Saba, Israel, where he started to 

play the guitar at the age of 12. At the age of 18, he was 

acknowledged by the Israeli Ministry of Culture and the 

Israeli army as an “Outstanding Musician”. In 2004, Ori 

received a special scholarship and merit award from the 

famous Berklee College of Music in Boston. He moved to the 

U.S. and began to  study with jazz masters like Joe Lovano 

and Hal Crook. After graduating in 2006, Ori moved to New 

York and began working on his music - as a composer and 

as a bandleader.

Ori’s music can be described as deeply rooted in Israeli, 

East European, Yemenite and North African music. His 

compositions and improvisations combine his deep love 

for the jazz tradition, the free spirit of music and his strong 

connection with the sounds of his homeland.
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Ori Dakari Quartet 
From Israel

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Ori Dakari - guitar
Uri Gurvich - alto sax
Pascal Niggenkemper - bass
Ronen Itzik – drums

Artist website: 
www.oridakari.com

when...

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Ori Dakari Quartet
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Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne
Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne hammers out rockin’ 
boogie-woogie, deeply felt blues, and puts a fresh 
coat of paint on good old-fashioned rock and roll.  

Wayne was born in Spokane, Washington, and 
grew up in New Orleans, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. His home base is now Vancouver, but 
Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne has been a traveling 
musician almost all of his life. 

By his early teen years, Wayne was an accomplished 
keyboardist, working dozens of gigs during the 
early ‘60s - including a 1962 appearance at the 
Alpha Bowling Club with the great Jimmy Reed, 
the biggest blues hit-record king of all time. 

By the late 1960s, Kenny Wayne was in tight with 
the burgeoning Los Angeles soul/R&B scene. He 
played with Delaney & Bonnie Bramlett when 
they were based in Sherman Oaks, California, and 
quickly became first-call keyboardist for live club 
and concert dates around L.A. Work with Billy 
Preston, Sly Stone and the Doobie Brothers soon 
followed.

Rediscovering his own blues roots sent his career 
into overdrive, thanks to his fresh approach to old 
music, the drive and roaring good-time attitude 
of his live performances, and his smartly original 
songs. As one writer put it: “When a piano player’s 
got the three most important things 
- the playing, the voice, and the look 
- he becomes the whole package. An 
artist you just have to see and hear.”

Deeply influenced by Fats Domino 
and Johnnie Johnson, Kenny Wayne’s 
other heroes include keyboard 
rockers whose names are beginning 
to fade into history, men such as 
Amos Milburn and Bill Doggett, both 
long overdue for rediscovery by the 
new generation of blues fans.

Three releases for the independent 
Canadian label Electro-Fi were all 
nominated for Juno Awards. His 
2006 release, Let it Loose, was a Juno 

winner. Now with a brand new album, An Old Rock 
On A Roll (Stony Plain 2011), he’s on the road again 
putting down some of the most compelling blues 
piano you will hear anywhere. 

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne will be backed up by a 
selection of western Canada’s best blues players - 
Yuji Ihara on guitar, Moni Matthew on bass, Theo 
Brown on drums and Gregory Edmunds on sax. 

YARdBIRd SuITE BLuES

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne 
From Vancouver/Edmonton/Saskatoon

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3-4, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne - piano, vocals 
Yuji Ihara - guitar
Moni Mathew - bass
Theo Brown - drums
Gregory S. Edmunds - saxophone 

Artist website: 
www.kennybluesboss.com

when...



Having strummed on his grandfather’s old guitar 

since grade six, Price landed his first gigs at age 

fifteen. First influenced by pop, punk and heavy 

metal, Price discovered jazz through the intensity 

and spirituality of John Coltrane. At age 19, Price 

began his formal studies at the Conservatory 

of Amsterdam. Upon his return to Canada, 

Price turned down a scholarship at New School 

University in New York City and opted instead 

to stay in Steve Kirby’s newly established jazz 

program at the University of Manitoba. He has 

also studied in Boston with renowned guitar guru 

Mick Goodrick.

Over the past seven years Price has played 

professionally with numerous groups including 

the Ron Paley Big Band, the Winnipeg Jazz 

Orchestra, The Royal Winnipeg Ballet, Rainbow 

Stage Productions, and Manitoba Artists in Health 

Care.

‘Breakfast of Champions’, his debut album of 

original compositions, was released in the fall of 

2009. The album reached #5 on both Earshot and 

Chart Attack and was nominated for the TD Grand 

Prix Du Jazz and The Galaxie Rising Star awards at 

the 2010 Montreal International Jazz Fest.

His sophomore album, ‘Gaia/Goya’, is a mix of indie 

rock/pop covers and a six part suite he wrote 

while travelling in Canada, the United States and 

Europe.
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Keith Price Trio 
From Winnipeg

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Keith Price - guitar
Julian Bradford - bass
Curtis Nowosad – drums

Artist website:
www.keithprice.ca

when...

CANAdIAN JAZZ SERIES

Keith Price Trio
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Yves Leveille Quartet
Montreal-based pianist and composer Yves 
Léveillé is increasingly called on to perform his 
music nationally and internationally.

After studying double bass and piano at St-Foy 
College, he studied music composition at Laval 
University. In the 1990s, he formed his own jazz 
ensemble dedicated to the interpretation of his 
original compositions. He has since released six 
albums on the Effendi label.

His 2010 album “Pianos”, a recording of two 
pianos, highlights the fruitful artistic collaboration 
between Japanese pianist Eri Yamamoto and 
Léveillé. His newest CD “Chorégraphie” features 
compositions recorded with his new quartet 
including saxophonist Roberto Murray, bassist 
Adrian Vedady and drummer Alain Bastien. Le 
Devoir describes “Choregrahpie” as “one of the five 
best jazz albums of 2010.” 

As a composer, Leveille draws inspiration from 
a number of sources including modern and 
traditional jazz, classical music, and world music. 
Constantly seeking and probing, Leveille’s 
aesthetic astounds by its refined sense of harmony 
and constant melodicism. His music finds 
countless ways to elicit an emotional response 
from each listener.

CANAdIAN JAZZ SERIES

Yves Leveille Quartet 
From Montreal

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Yves Leveille - piano
Roberto Murray - saxophones
Alain Bastien – drums
Adrian Vedady - bass

Artist website:
www.yvesleveille.ca

when...



One artist, two distinct but interwoven concepts: 

this is the captivating logic behind “Double-

Booked”, pianist Robert Glasper’s third album for 

Blue Note, following up “Canvas” (2005) and “In My 

Element” (2007). An artist who “unfailingly gets 

the feeling right” (New York Magazine), Glasper 

has made waves throughout the music world as 

leader of both the acoustic Robert Glasper Trio 

and the electric, hip-hop-oriented Robert Glasper 

Experiment. With “Double-Booked”, the Houston 

native puts his enviable versatility front and 

center, emphasizing these different hemispheres 

of his musical brain at the same time.

The trio was one of the highlights of the 2011 

Edmonton International Jazz Festival. Robert 

Glasper returns to the Yardbird Suite stage with 

the other half of his “Double Booked” concept – 

the Robert Glasper Experiment.

“Most people, if they have different bands, they 

do separate albums,” says Glasper. “But I felt I’d 

be making more of a statement if I put it all on 

one joint.” The result, in essence, is a snapshot of 

Glasper’s life. “This is what I’m dealing with,” he 

continues. “It’s not like I play jazz but I also play 

hip-hop now and then. I’m in it, for real, both sides 

of the spectrum. That’s my life. A lot of people go 

in stages—they might focus on trio for a long 

time, then they change or whatever. My thing is 

both, all the time.”

The Experiment portion of “Double Booked” 

includes “Butterfly” from Herbie Hancock’s 

landmark 1974 album “Thrust”. Hancock, as 

both a pianist and a genre-crossing innovator, 

is of course a huge influence on Glasper. “It 

just happens that every one of my records has 

a Herbie tune—it seems like I’m doing it on 

purpose,” Glasper says. “I’m not. But I had to put 

this on the record.” 

Added to the trio that played here in 2011 is 

saxophonist Casey Benjamin. His arsenal of sonic 

effects is at the fore of the music and shows why 

he is garnering such attention on the jazz scene.

Hailed by listeners and critics, Glasper has also 

earned the respect of the toughest audience of 

all: musicians from across the jazz spectrum. In a 

May 2008 Blindfold Test for Downbeat magazine, 

a fellow pianist instantly identified Glasper and 

praised him as “a fantastic musician,” pinpointing 

characteristics of his unique style: “a harmonic 

maze, but also an insistent rhythm, certain turns 

and filigrees and ornaments, some of them sort of 

gospelish.” With “Double-Booked”, Glasper further 

develops all these elements and pulls them 

together in a new synthesis, continuing his ascent 

to the top ranks of modern jazz artistry. 

10    January/February 2012

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ SERIES

Robert Glasper Experiment



www. yardbirdsuite.com     11

Robert Glasper Experiment 
From New York

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Robert Glasper - piano and keyboards
Casey Benjamin - saxophone
Derrick Hodge - bass
Mark Colenburg – drums

Artist website:
www.robertglasper.com

when...



Come join Owen Howard and his “Nostalgia 
Quintet” as he returns to Edmonton for a visit 
and rekindles old musical friendships in what will 
prove to be a great evening of music making.

It’s been going on 23 years now since Edmonton-
born drummer Owen Howard made the move 
to New York to pursue his music career. A lot of 
things have happened since then - marriage, 
family, making CDs, touring and playing gigs. The 
members of this group are some of the very first 
creative musicians Owen had the pleasure to play 
with “back in the day” as they say.

The band will weave its way through material 
drawn from Owen’s recently JUNO-nominated 
and Downbeat 4 star CD “Drum Lore” as well as a 
handful of new originals and arrangements.

12   January/February 2012
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Owen Howard’s Nostalgia Quintet

Owen Howard’s Nostalgia Quintet 
From New York/Vancouver/Calgary/Edmonton

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Owen Howard - drums
Kevin Elaschuk - trumpet
Kent Sangster - saxophones
Jim Head - guitar
Rubim de Toledo - bass

Artist website:
www.owenhoward.net

when...
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Owen Howard’s Nostalgia Quintet
Acclaimed composer and pianist Tania Gill is 

a key figure in the Toronto jazz and creative 

music scene. She has worked with diverse 

world-class artists including Deep Dark United, 

Andrew Downing, Anthony Braxton, Charles 

Spearin’s The Happiness Project, The Flying 

Bulgars and Mary Margaret O’Hara. Her 2010 

debut recording “Bolger Station” (Barnyard 

Records) was ‘disc of the week’ and short-listed 

for ‘disc of the year’ by The Globe and Mail, and 

was nominated for ‘debut album of the year’ in 

The Village Voice jazz critics’ poll.

Tania Gill and her quartet will be presenting 

music from her “Bolger Station” disc. This is 

music that is unbridled and free, leaving a 

lot of room for creative expression and the 

beauty of the moment. It features free-spirited 

improvisation and compositions that are by 

turns playful, fiery and serene. The Tania Gill 

Quartet is a consummate contemporary jazz 

group that plays with intelligence, passion and 

grace.

CANAdIAN JAZZ SERIES

Tania Gill Quartet

Tania Gill Quartet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2012 
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Tania Gill - piano
Lina Allemano - trumpet
Clinton Ryder - bass
Jean Martin - drums

when...



At 29, Matt Slocum is quickly emerging as one 

of the leading jazz artists of his generation. 

His original works on “After the Storm” reveal a 

growing level of compositional depth and his trio 

has earned a reputation as one of the premier 

modern, yet swinging emerging ensembles in 

jazz today. 

Frequently referred to as a “musical” drummer, 

Slocum possesses a uniquely personal voice on 

the instrument and is a propulsive, melodic and 

dynamic accompanist and soloist. Few drummers 

can match his dynamic and textural shading 

on the instrument or his ability to shape the 

inner space of a composition in such a personal, 

creatively supportive, yet interactive way. 

Originally from St. Paul, Minnesota, Matt was 

introduced to jazz while in high school through 

recordings featuring Max Roach and Philly Joe 

Jones. He spent several years studying at the 

University of Southern California before moving 

to New York in 2007.

All About Jazz said of his 2010 debut trio 

recording “Portraits”, “With this excellent premiere, 

Slocum steps out of the box as the full package,” 

while All Music Guide wrote, “This auspicious 

debut should put Matt Slocum’s name firmly on 

the jazz map.”

His new recording “After the Storm” represents 

a quantum leap for his trio. The disc calls to 

attention a somewhat unique aspect of Slocum’s 

writing approach - his ability to tailor each 

composition to the unique voices and strengths 

of the artists for whom he is composing. The disc 

showcases six new original compositions, two 

standards and Slocum’s arrangement of Ravel’s 

“La Vallée des Cloches” all of which highlight the 

emotional depth, compositional intimacy 

and imaginative sophistication of Slocum’s 

compositions as well as the trio’s tremendous 

musical growth and unique brand of intuitive 

exploration, interaction and empathy. 
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Matt Slocum Trio

Matt Slocum Trio 
From New York/Los Angeles

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2012
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Matt Slocum - drums
Danny Grissett - piano
Darek Oles – bass

Artist website:
www.mattslocumjazz.com

when...
“The man has found his drumming voice, 

and at an early age!”
~ Peter Erskine



JAMMIN’

tuesday night 
sessions

TICKETS AT THE DOOR - MEMBERS & GUESTS $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

January 24
Dino Dominelli Quartet

Dino Dominelli - saxophone
Andrew Glover - piano
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

January 31
Prequal

Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Bill George - drums

February 7
Remi Noel Quartet

Remi Noel - trombone
Brennan Cameron - piano
Keith Rempel - bass
Graeme Mellway - drums

February 14
Thom Bennett Quartet

Audrey Ochoa - trombone
Ryan Davidson - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums

February 21
Peter Belec Quartet

Dave Morgan - trumpet
Peter Belec - guitar
Josh McHan - bass
Jamie Cooper - drums

February 28
Marty and the People

Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Paul Richey - piano
Josh McHan - bass
Thom Bennett - drums
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EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

february

Friday & Saturday Shows:  Doors at 8pm  •  Show 9pm unless otherwise stated.

january
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31

January 20
Fjoralba Turku Quartet
Members $20, Guests $24

January 21
Run Stop Run
Members $18, Guests $22

January 27
Second EdJe
Members $16, Guests $20

January 28
Ori Dakari Quartet
Members $22, Guests $26

February 3-4
Kenny “Blues Boss” Wayne
Members $18, Guests $22

February 10
Keith Price Trio
Members $14, Guests $18

February 11
Yves Leveille Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

February 17
Robert Glasper Experiment
Members $22, Guests $26

February 18
Owen Howard’s  
Nostalgia Quintet
Members $16, Guests $20

February 24
Tania Gill Quartet
Members $18, Guests $22

February 25
Matt Slocum Trio
Members $20, Guests $24

    1 2 3 4
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26 27 28 29


