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Craig Magill  
Memorial 
All-Star Weekend

Special Event
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Those who knew Craig Magill would agree that 
the longest-lasting, the grandest passion of his 
life, was jazz. It began in his early teens, bloomed 
at a 1957 Duke Ellington concert at the old Ed-
monton Gardens, and flourished throughout 
his entire life through his involvement with the 
Yardbird Suite. He was a founding member of 
the Edmonton Jazz Society in 1973, and then 
over the years, served terms as President, Vice 
President and director.

Planning his retirement, he acknowledged the 
lure of gentler climes, but realized that Edmon-
ton was unique in its music scene, and in partic-
ular, jazz at the Yardbird, and so he chose to stay 
here, and to contribute what he could to ensure 
that the scene remained the most vibrant of 
any Canadian city.

Craig’s particular love within the jazz genre was 
bebop. As a member of the programming com-
mittee for the Suite he ensured that this love 
was well represented, bringing in musicians 
from across North America who shared his pas-
sion for this era. He was particularly proud of 
the formation of “The Yardbird Suite All-Stars” 
in 2007 - some of Edmonton’s finest jazz musi-
cians, brought together under the leadership 
of Tommy Banks to play the music of Duke El-
lington. That concert was such a success, that 
in 2008 the group came back to play the music 
of Count Basie - another wonderful weekend of 
great jazz. Craig had hoped to make this event 
an annual affair, so after his untimely death in 
December of 2009, his family asked that in lieu 
of flowers, contributions be made to the Yard-
bird Suite, to fund a concert in his memory.

The Craig Magill Memorial All-Star Weekend 
will feature The Yardbird Suite All-Stars playing 
one set at each concert, and the other set will 
be played by some of Craig’s favorite musicians 
brought in from across North America. All of 

them have played at the Suite before, but never 
all together, so this promises to be an amazing 
weekend of music. When you check out the 
lineup, I think you’ll agree that these three con-
certs - Friday night, Saturday night, and Sunday 
afternoon - are sure to sell out, so you will want 
to get your tickets early. 

(Thank you to Wendy Magill for this article.)

FRI, SAT, SUN, SEPT 17-18-19, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
FRI & SAT: DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM
SUN: DOORS 1 PM - SHOW 2 PM

Craig Magill’s Musical All-Stars 
Campbell Ryga - alto saxophone
Phil Dwyer, Pat LaBarbera, Kirk MacDonald - 
tenor saxophone
Ken Chaney – piano
Neil Swainson – bass
Joe LaBarbera  - drums (Friday – Saturday only); 
Sandro Dominelli – drums (Sunday)

Yardbird Suite All-Stars
P.J. Perry – alto saxophone
Kent Sangster – tenor saxophone
Dave Babcock - baritone saxophone
Bob Tildesley - trumpet
Craig Brenan - trombone
Jim Head - guitar
Tommy Banks - piano
Mike Lent - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

when...
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Matt Newton is a Toronto-based pianist, 
composer and educator. He is a graduate of 
the University of Toronto Jazz Program (2004) 
and has attended the Banff International 
Workshop in Jazz and Creative Music (2006) led 
by trumpeter Dave Douglas.

Born in Ottawa, Matt began studying classical 
piano at the age of seven. By the age of seventeen 
he was performing jazz piano professionally in 
the Ottawa area. While attending high school 
Matt was twice chosen to be part of the 
Yamaha All-Star Band at Musicfest Canada. In 
his graduating year he was the recipient of the 
Bill Shutleworth Scholarship associated with 
the Ottawa International Jazz Festival. Shortly 

Canadian Jazz Series

Matt Newton Quartet
after, he was the recipient of the 2000 Spirit of 
the Capital Youth Award for Arts.

While attending U of T he studied privately 
with world-class pianist Gary Williamson, and in 
his final year studied with Juno Award Winner, 
David Braid. 

Since completing university, Matt has performed 
with such respected musicians as Kevin Turcotte, 
Jim Vivian, Mike Malone, Pat Collins, Kevin Brow, 
Rob Mosher, Rob Frayne, Petr Cancura, Sienna 
Dahlen, Mike Milligan, and Norman Marshall 
Villeneuve. Matt has appeared numerous times 
at all the top Toronto venues and an array of 
jazz festivals: Ottawa International Jazz Festival, 
TD Downtown Toronto Jazz Festival, Toronto 
Distillery Jazz Festival, Beaches Jazz Festival, 
and the Art of Jazz festival. 

Matt is also featured on a few recent recordings 
of note: guitarist Harley Card’s Non-Fiction, Jazz-
Folk group Hobson’s Choice’s The Farm EP, and 
singer song writer Jessica Stuart’s soon to be 
released Kid Dream.

Matt Newton Quartet 
From Toronto

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 , 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Matt Newton - pianist/leader
Petr Cancura - saxophones
Ethan Ardelli - drums
Mark McIntyre – bass

Artist website:
www.mattnewton.ca

when...



www. yardbirdsuite.com     5

Juno award winning musician Jeff King is a 
Toronto-based saxophonist who performs all 
over Canada, the U.S., and internationally. Along 
with running his own band, he has performed 
and recorded with the likes of Paquito D’Rivera, 
Paul Shaffer, Tony Bennett, Randy Brecker, 
Paul Anka, Lonnie Smith, Horacio “El Negro” 
Hernandez, Jeff Healey, Lorne Lofsky, Hilario 
Duran, Kieran Overs, Rich Brown, Alexis Baro, 
Robi Botos, Archie Alleyne...and pretty much 
everybody else in the Canadian jazz scene!

His new band “Catalyst” features an unbelievably 
talented lineup of musicians. He considers 
this his “anything goes” band, and is using it to 
explore many different musical directions.

Based in Toronto, Catalyst serves up its own 
unique brand of fusion jazz that includes 
elements of rock, soul, pop, classical, electronic, 
straight ahead jazz and funk on their debut CD. 
The album features tributes to some pop greats 
(Strawberry Fields, Don’t Give Up) and original 
compositions written by the leader that range 
from soulful ballads to driving grooves with a 
lot of unexpected turns in between.

The individual band members have a long 
list of diverse performance credits with many 
outstanding artists such as Oscar Peterson, 
Tony Bennett, Ray Anderson, Paquito D’Rivera, 
Randy Brecker, Steve Turre, Dr Lonnie Smith, 
Hilario Duran, Joey DeFrancesco, Mike Murley, 
Don Thompson, Denzal Sinclaire, The Winnipeg 
Symphony and The Canadian Brass.

Canadian Jazz Series

Jeff King’s  
 Catalyst

Jeff King’s Catalyst 
From Toronto

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jeff King - saxophone
Luis Deniz - saxophone
David Braid - piano
Rich Brown - bass
Ben Riley - drums

Artist website:
www.myspace.com/jeffkingsaxmusic

when...
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Amanda Tosoff Quartet

Jazz pianist/composer Amanda Tosoff and 
her quartet have been steadily gaining critical 
acclaim since the release of their debut album 
Still Life (Cellar Live 2006). Their unique and 
mature sound as a band has captured the 
ears of audiences around the world. With Evan 
Arnzten on saxes, Sean Cronin on bass and 
Morgan Childs on drums, Tosoff has opened 
for jazz legends Bobby Hutcherson, Renee 
Rosnes and Oliver Jones, and has performed 
with guests such as Ingrid Jensen, Brad Turner 
and Phil Dwyer. The group has recorded for CBC 
Radio programs Hot Air, Jazz Beat and Canada 
Live. Recently, they were chosen as one of seven 
Canadian bands to be featured on Espace 
Musique’s live concert series Portraits Jazz. 

In 2008, the Amanda Tosoff quartet released 
their second album Wait and See featuring 
Juno award-winning trumpeter, Brad Turner. 
The record has garnered positive reviews and 
continues to be featured on radio stations 
around the world, including the US where Wait 
and See charted among the top 50 records on 
the jazz weekly charts. 

Tosoff’s group has been the recipient of several 
awards, including the CBC Galaxie Rising Star 
Award for best emerging artist in 2007. In the 
summer of 2009, the quartet was chosen out 
of ten nominees as the winner of the General 
Motors Grand Prix de Jazz at the Montréal 
Jazz Festival. They were also awarded full 
scholarships to attend the Banff Cen-tre Winter 
Workshop in 2010. 

Tosoff and her Quartet will release their third 
CD in Fall 2010, featuring Canadian born/NY 
based trumpeter Ingrid Jensen. 

when...

Canadian Jazz Series

Amanda Tosoff Quartet 
From Toronto/Vancouver

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Amanda Tosoff - piano
Chris Gale - sax
Sean Cronin - bass
Morgan Childs – drums

Artist website:
www.amandatosoff.com



Anat Fort Trio

International Jazz Series

With Johann Sebastian Bach, Bill Evans, Keith Jarrett, Elvis Costello, John Coltrane 
and Egberto Gismonti among her most formative influences, Anat Fort’s music 
can also subtly hint at her geographical origins. 

(article continues next page)
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Born near Tel Aviv, she began studying 
classical music at the age of five, open to all 
the musical sounds of her environment. A 
lifelong fascination with improvisation led her 
to begin jazz studies in her late teens. Seeking 
to balance a natural tendency towards freer 
playing with a firm grounding in the tradition, 
she came to the United States in 1992 and 
enrolled in William Paterson University to 
study with jazz greats Rufus Reid, Norman 
Simmons, Harold Mabern and many others. 
After graduation, she moved to New York 
and studied improvisation with Paul Bley and 
composition with Harold Seletsky. 

In 1999 Anat self-produced her debut all-
original recording, Peel. She received two 
Artist-in-Residency grants from the “Jerome 
Foundation” (2004, 2006) and the Creative 
Connections Award from “Meet The Composer” 
(2007). She was commissioned by a number 
of established Israeli institutions such as the 
Biennial for Contemporary Music in Tel Aviv, 
the Ramat Gan Chamber Orchestra, the Opera 
House in Tel Aviv, the Efroni Choir, and the 
Israel Festival. A session recorded in 2004 with 
drummer Paul Motian, bassist Ed Schuller, and 
clarinetist Perry Robinson was brought to the 
attention of ECM Records producer Manfred 
Eicher, and released in 2007 titled A Long Story. 
This release marked a big break in Fort’s career, 
as it has gotten incredible press worldwide and 
many invitations for performances and new 
projects.

An important presence on the NYC alternative 
jazz scene, she is also a highly regarded 

Anat Fort Trio 
From Israel/New York

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $24, GUESTS $28
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Anat Fort - piano
Gary Wang - bass
Roland Schneider – drums

Artist website:
www.anatfort.com

when...

player in her homeland, and since 2009 she 
has been based back in Tel Aviv where she 
has been working with some of the greatest 
Israeli musicians such as Zohar Fresco and 
Gilad Dobrecky. Anat has also been lucky to 
work with many of her musical heroes such as 
Matt Wilson, Ben Monder and Stomu Takeishi, 
and even luckier to have the rare privilege of 
leading her own steady trio with bassist Gary 
Wang and drummer Roland Schneider. Over 
the past ten years, the trio has performed at 
venues worldwide such as the Tel Aviv Opera 
House, Birdland, The Blue Note, The Montreal 
Jazz Festival, the JVC Jazz Festival and all over 
Europe. It was chosen twice as “best jazz show” 
by All About Jazz NY”. In February, 2009, they 
recorded their first album for ECM Records 
with all Anat’s original music. The disc “And If” 
will be released in September, 2010.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of members of the Edmonton Jazz Society 
(1973) will be held at the Yardbird Suite, 11 Tommy Banks Way, Edmonton, Alberta, on Thursday, 
October 28, 2010 at 7:00 PM for the purpose of:

1. Receiving the report of the president; 2. Receiving and considering the report of the treasurer of the 
Society for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2010 including the appointment of the auditors for the coming 
year; 3. Election of the board of directors and officers of the Society; 4. The transition of such further 
business as may properly come before the meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Further information regarding the business to be discussed at the annual general meeting can 
be obtained by contacting the Yardbird Suite at telephone 780-432-0428. Dated at the city of 
Edmonton, in the Province of Alberta, this first day of September, 2010.



Julian Fauth is one of the most exciting and 
original musicians on the blues scene today. A 
pianist par excellence, Julian is also a strong and 
soulful vocalist, and a truly original songwriter. 
His influences include Leroy Carr, Little Brother 
Montgomery, Roosevelt Sykes, Memphis Slim, and 
Otis Spann. His imaginative, passionate lyrics and 
intense piano have an authentic prewar sound 
which is rarely heard anymore. 

Originally from Kitchener, Ontario, Julian has been 
listening to blues since he was 6 years old. He got 
his start in blues when guitarist Mel Brown heard 
him playing at a jam and invited him to play. After 
a spell in university where he earned an MA in 
philosophy, he moved to Toronto and focused on 
music.

He released “The World You Live In” (Independent), 
and toured Cuba in 2002. His next CD “Songs 
of Vice and Sorrow” (Electro-Fi, 2005) was very 
well received and was nominated for a Juno. He 
followed that up by winning the 2009 Juno Award 
for Best Blues album, for his most recent release 
“Ramblin’ Son” (Electro-Fi, 2008). He has been 
nominated for Maple Blues Awards for Songwriter 
of the Year, Piano/Keyboard Player of the Year, 
Acoustic Act of the Year and Recording of the Year 
for “Ramblin’ Son”.

Ken Yoshioka is an established Toronto based 
blues harmonica and guitar player and singer 
with a deep knowledge of blues. Major influences 
include Little Walter, Sonny Boy Williamson I & II, 
Lightning Hopkins and Big Walter Horton. He grew 
up in Japan, and moved to Toronto in 1994 where 
he became immersed in the local music scene. He 
released his first CD “I Love Harp” in 2006. The same 
year, a documentary movie about him, “Harmonica 
Man from Japan” was produced by Eiko Watanabe. 
Ken is a versatile harmonica player who plays with 
a variety of blues, rock, pop, country and Celtic 
bands around Toronto. His style can be summed 
up as progressive delta blues. 

Yardbird Suite Blues

Julian Fauth 
with Ken Yoshioka

Julian Fauth with Ken Yoshioka 
From Toronto

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8-9, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Julian Fauth - piano, vocals
Ken Yoshioka - harmonica

Artist website:
www.julianfauth.com
www.myspace.com/kenyoshioka

when...
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Canadian jazz icon Lorraine Desmarais delivers 
electrifying performances that will satisfy the 
most demanding musical connoisseurs as well 
as newcomers who seek intense, high quality 
concert experiences. Winner of an Oscar 
Peterson award in 2002 (bestowed upon her at 
the Festival International de Jazz de Montréal), 
Lorraine Desmarais appears on stage in a 
variety of musical situations, offering a wealth 
of choices to those who wish to discover her 
astonishing talent.

Having collaborated with the greatest jazz 
musicians from Quebec and elsewhere over 
the course of her 25-year career, Desmarais has 
undertaken an ambitious project, one she had 
been contemplating for several years: to form 
a big band with the elite of the Quebec jazz 
scene and give life to her own compositions. 
The Lorraine Desmarais Big Band, a 15-piece 
ensemble featuring La Belle Province’s finest 
performing refreshing new works brilliantly 
showcases the exceptional pianist’s virtuosity 
and inventiveness.  

One must note, however, that Lorraine 
Desmarais is certainly not new to the 
experience of performing at the head of a large 
music ensemble. Indeed, the pianist possesses 
a complete repertoire of music for piano and 
symphony orchestra, which includes her own 
compositions and a highly original adaptation 
of Gershwin’s famous Rhapsody in Blue. 

Though audiences will inevitably be 
wowed by such grandiose concerts, no less 
remarkable are Lorraine Desmarais’ solo and 
trio performances. Alone or in the company 
of her long-time collaborators Frédéric Alarie 
and Camil Bélisle, she draws from her vast 
repertoire of original works and jazz standards, 
offering ceaselessly renewed versions of these 
improvised pieces. Effortlessly moving from 
swinging standards to romantic ballads, with 

Latin and funky grooves thrown in between, 
Lorraine Desmarais never fails to prove, as 
Oliver Jones so eloquently puts it, why she is 
“one of the most prominent jazz pianists of our 
time.”

10    September/October 2010

Lorraine Desmarais Trio
 25th Anniversary Tour

Canadian Jazz Series

Lorraine Desmarais Trio 
From Montreal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

Lorraine Desmarais - piano
Camil Bélisle - bass
Frédéric Alarie – drums

Artist website:
www.lorrainedesmarais.com

when...
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Hendrik Meurkens, a virtuoso on both the 
chromatic harmonica and the vibraphone, 
is the most important jazz harmonica player 
since Toots Thielemans. German-born but 
now based in New York, Meurkens’ recordings 
and performances garner worldwide acclaim 
because the transcendent beauty of his music 
has universal appeal.

A two-mallet player in the tradition of Milt 
Jackson and Bobby Hutcherson, Meurkens was 
en route to being an instantly recognizable 
vibraphonist when he heard Toots Thielemans. 
Inspired by the sound of Thielemans’ harmonica, 
he taught himself the difficult-to-master 
instrument.

His other life-changing musical experience was 
his introduction to samba and bossa nova. He 
was so moved by Brazilian music that  he moved 
to Rio in the early 80s to totally immerse himself 
in the music and culture of Brazil.

Within ten years, he had established himself as 
the “new jazz harmonica voice,” which led to an 
exclusive contract with the prestigious label, 
Concord Records. He has since recorded fifteen 
albums, and continues to perform as both a 
guest artist and with his own groups, both in 
festivals and clubs globally.

Hendrik Meurkens’ profound involvement in 
both jazz and Brazilian music resulted in a very 
personal and instantly recognizable version of 
samba jazz. This music, a cross-cultural amalgam 
guaranteed to touch the heart, features his 
harmonica and vibes along with piano, bass 
and drums, playing his stirring originals and 
arrangements. The group has been documented 
on a number of CDs, most notably the Hendrik 
Meurkens desert island disc “October Colors”.

As a featured artist, he has recorded with Charlie 
Byrd, Jimmy Cobb, Ivan Lins, Monty Alexander 
and Claudio Roditi, as well as backing such 
leading artists as Astrid Gilberto and touring 
with the Ray Brown Trio, Paquito D’Rivera, Oscar 

Castro Neves, Herb Ellis and James Moody 
among many others.

Hendrik Meurkens remains equally at home 
playing jazz or Brazilian music. “My mission is 
simple,” he explains. “I want to create music of 
great beauty.”

Hendrik Meurkens Quintet

Cross-Border Jazz

Hendrik Meurkens Quintet 
From New York/Toronto/Vancouver

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Hendrik Meurkens - harmonica, vibes
Jeremy Price - flute
Attila Fias - piano
Paco Luviano - bass
Richard Brisco – drums

Artist website:
www.hendrikmeurkens.com

when...
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Bassist and composer Rubim de Toledo brings 
a night of bossa nova and Brazilian jazz to the 
Yardbird Suite. Rubim’s sextet features an all-star 
line-up of Alberta’s finest jazz musicians teamed 
up with Brazilian percussion master Malcolm Lim 
and up-and-coming jazz vocalist Allison Lynch.

The night will feature interpretations of music 
by Brazilian composers Antonio Carlos Jobim, 
Hermeto Pascoal, Egberto Gismonti as well as 
many original compositions.

Rubim de Toledo began his professional career 
as a bassist at the age of 17 performing with 
Albertan jazz legends ‘Big’ Miller, P.J. Perry and 
Tommy Banks. Twenty years later and now based 
in Calgary, Rubim has performed across the 
globe with a variety of artists in many different 
musical styles including performances in Asia, 
Europe, South America, Mexico, Cuba, the U.S. 
and at every major musical festival in Canada.

The River, Rubim’s third solo release, has 
distinguished him as a major voice in the 
western Canadian jazz scene. In 2009 the CD 
was nominated for a Western Canadian Music 
Award in the Best Jazz Recording category and 
was chosen as CD of the week on CKUA radio 
and was also the number one CD on their music 
charts in March of 2009.

Besides his work as a solo and freelance artist 
Rubim is also known as frequent musical 
director for the acclaimed dance company, 
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks and a co-founder 
of Alberta’s premiere Latin group Bomba. As 
well as being a composer, bandleader and 
performer, Rubim is a passionate educator. He 
is the assistant director of the Mount Royal 
University Summer Jazz Camp and an instructor 
of Jazz studies in the Mount Royal University 
credit music department. 

Canadian Jazz Series

Rubim de Toledo
A Night of Bossa Nova and Brazilian Jazz

Rubim de Toledo 
From Calgary/Edmonton

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Rubim de Toledo - bass
Allison Lynch - vocals
Jim Brenan - saxophone
Chris Andrew - piano
Malcolm Lim - percussion
Tyler Hornby – drums

Artist website:
www.rubim.com

when...
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There are few Polish-born jazz musicians living 
abroad and participating in the life of the 
communities as a part of their everyday artistic 
existence. When you read the biographical 
information of the International Polish Jazz 
Group members at www.yardbirdsuite.com, 
you will understand their desire to participate 
in such projects as CHOPIN & JAZZ. The group’s 
2009 Remembering Seifert Concert Tour was 
a huge success - concert halls were full and 
local press (not Polish only) took note of it. In 
Vancouver, local Polish jazz fans are organizing 
a Polish-Canadian Jazz Society! 

Pianist and educator Jan Jarczyk has invited 
Janusz Stefanski and Andrzej Olejniczak to come 
to Canada in the past to perform with him in 
Montreal, including recordings for the CBC Jazz 
Beat radio program. Over the years, they have 
worked together doing recordings, playing 
concerts, and as a Faculty of the International 
Jazz Workshop in Chodziez, Poland. Darek 
Oleszkiewicz is one of the best bassists around 
and this became a fantastic opportunity to have 
a chance to play together.

Project “Chopin & Jazz” was born in part several 
years ago as a work commissioned to Jan 
Jarczyk for the Anniversary Concert of Chopin 

International Polish Jazz Group

International Jazz Series

Music in Warsaw. Then, some of it was recorded 
in Montreal for the Jazz Beat Program with 
Andrezej Olejniczak and the Jan Jarczyk Group 
and broadcast Canada-wide to great acclaim. 
This music has now become a part of the 
International Polish Jazz Group repertoire so it 
was only natural to extend it into a larger concert 
of Chopin Music exclusively. IPJG members, 
while working in the non-Polish artistic milieu, 
Jan in Canada/USA, Janusz in Germany/Europe, 
Andrzej in Spain/Europe and Darek in the U.S. 
and all of them also in Poland as performers 
on various occasions, have retained profound 
understanding of Chopin’s music and his Polish 
soul while adding to it a wider spectrum of 
sounds and musical experiences. 

Newsletter space does not permit us to 
include the extensive biographies of each of 
these four great musicians. Please go to www.
yardbirdsuite.com for more information on the 
International Polish Jazz Group.

International Polish Jazz Group 
From Spain/Montreal/Los Angeles/Germany

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Andrzej Olejniczak - saxophone
Jan Jarczyk - piano
Darek ”Oles” Oleszkiewicz - bass
Janusz Stefanski – drums

Artist website:
www.euskalnet.net/olej
www.janjar.com
www.darekoles.com

when...



Born in 1960 in Paris and now an American citizen, 

self-taught, Jean-Michel Pilc has played with Roy 

Haynes, Michael Brecker, Dave Liebman, Jean 

Toussaint, Rick Margitza, Martial Solal, Michel Portal, 

Daniel Humair, Marcus Miller, Kenny Garrett, Lenny 

White, Chris Potter, John Abercrombie, Mingus 

Dynasty & Big Band, Lew Soloff and Richard Bona. 

He has also worked with Harry Belafonte as his 

musical director and pianist.

Jean-Michel moved to New York City in 1995. 

There, he formed a trio with François Moutin (bass) 

and Ari Hoenig (drums). They recorded a one week 

engagement at Sweet Basil and, in 2000, released 2 

CDs “Jean-Michel Pilc Trio - Together - Live at Sweet 

Basil, NYC - Vol. 1 & 2” (A-Records).

Then Pilc signed a record deal with Dreyfus Jazz. 

Pilc’s first album for Dreyfus, “Welcome Home” 

featuring the same trio, was released in 2002. 

Several more discs have been released on Dreyfus 

including “Cardinal Points” in 2003 which features 

Jean-Michel’s extended work Trio Sonata, created 

with generous support from Chamber Music 

America’s New Works: Creation and Presentation 

Program, funded by the Doris Duke Charitable 

Foundation. 2004 saw the release of his first solo 

album “Follow Me” followed by “Live at the Iridium, 

New York” in 2004 and “New Dreams” in 2006.

“True Story” is the title of Jean-Michel’s 2010 CD. The 

title track is a five part suite covering a lot of musical 

ground. The disc also includes a variety of Pilc’s own 

compositions plus some well-chosen standards.

In the last decade, Jean-Michel has been touring 

extensively worldwide performing trio, solo, 

and also teaching clinics and master classes. He 

currently teaches at New York University where 

he gives private lessons, ensemble classes and 

improvisation workshops as well as taching at the 

New School and Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. 

International Jazz Series

Jean-Michel Pilc

Ken Dryden of www.allmusic.com describes Pilc 

as “one of the major jazz pianists to emerge from 

Europe around the beginning of the 21st century” 

and says that “although many jazz journalists have 

high regard for the work of Jean-Michel Pilc, he 

remains a treasure awaiting discovery by jazz fans”.

Jean-Michel Pilc 
From France/New York

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jean-Michel Pilc - piano

Artist website:
www.jmpilc.com

when...
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Karin Plato grew up on the prairies in the small 
farming community of Alsask, Saskatchewan. 
She studied the piano throughout her 
childhood, later attending the University of 
Saskatchewan where she received her Bachelor 
of Music degree in piano and voice. In 1985 
she moved to Vancouver to study jazz and 
arranging at Capilano College. She has also 
studied with Jay Clayton and Sheila Jordan at 
the Banff Centre for the Arts. 

In the late 1990s Karin seriously began to pursue 
a career as a jazz vocalist and composer. She 
recorded her first album of jazz standards and 
originals in 1996 on a recording called “Pastiche”. 
In 1998 she recorded “There’s Beauty in the Rain” 
which was nominated for a Juno award in 2000. 
In the winter of 2000 Karin released two new 
recordings – “Blue Again”, a collection of duets, 
and “Snowflake Season”, a jazz/Christmas

(continued next page)

Karin Plato & John Roney

Canadian Jazz Series/Great Vocalists
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recording. In 2003 she released her fifth album 
“The State of Bliss” which features a guest 
appearance by Canadian vocalist Denzal 
Sinclaire on two duets.

John Roney has degrees from the University 
of Toronto and from McGill University where 
he now teaches. A very active member of the 
Montreal jazz community since 2001, he has 
worked with many local and international jazz 
artists in his current home town. He has hosted 
the jam sessions at the Festival International de 
Jazz de Montreal since 2006. His trio recording 
for Effendi in 2006 “Rate of Change” was highly-
acclaimed. Budd Kopman of allaboutjazz.com 
describes Roney as “an amazing improviser who 
never seems to run out of ideas”.  Demonstrating 
his versatility, he subsequently released a CD of 
chamber music for strings with the Silverbirch 
String Quartet which was nominated for a Juno 
award.

This concert will feature music from the 2010 
double CD “out of town” by Plato and Roney. 
It includes Karin’s arrangements of eclectic 
repertoire of art songs, jazz and Broadway 
standards, classically-tinged tunes, and originals. 
The mood varies from swing and rhythmically 
oriented to reflective and ballad based. 

Karin Plato & John Roney 
From Vancouver/Montreal

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Karin Plato - vocals
John Roney - piano
Bryan Holt - cello

Artist website:
www.karinplato.com
www.myspace.com/johnroney

when...
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Rufus Reid is a prolific bassist who has 
appeared on countless hard bop, bebop, swing 
and pop sessions. His fat tone and inventive 
lines add something to every record date and 
his discernible but understated swing are 
welcome on any session.

Originally a trumpet player, he took up the 
bass while in the U.S. Air Force. He played 
with Buddy Montgomery in his home town 
of Sacramento, moved to Seattle to study 
and settled in Chicago for much of the 1960s 
and 1970s. While in Chicago, he worked with 
Sonny Stitt, James Moody, Milt Jackson, Curtis 
Fuller and Dizzy Gillespie. Throughout the 
70s, he toured internationally with the Bobby 
Hutcherson/Harold Land Quintet, Freddie 
Hubbard, Nancy Wilson, Eddie Harris and 
Dexter Gordon. In 1976, he moved to New York 

(continued next page) 

Rufus Reid “Out Front” Trio

International Jazz Series
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where he continued to work with some of 
the best jazz musicians around including the 
Thad Jones – Mel Lewis Quartet (and later with 
their Jazz Orchestra), Lee Konitz, Frank Wess 
and Art Farmer. His group with drummer Akira 
Tana performed at the Yardbird Suite in 1994. 
He was also a member of J.J. Johnson’s group 
which appeared at the Yardbird Suite in 1988 
and 1995.

A renowned jazz educator, Reid has taught at 
William Patterson University since 1979. His 
book “The Evolving Bassist” was published 
in 1974 and is considered to be one of the 
essential guides for playing bass. Its current 
edition now includes a 2 ½ hour DVD.

Although generally thought of as a sideman, 
Rufus has released nine discs as a leader, the 
most recent being “Out Front” on Motema 
Music in 2010 featuring the trio which will be 
performing at the Yardbird Suite. They came 
together for a 2007 concert with results so 
extraordinary that Reid decided they needed 
to keep working together. 

Pianist Steve Allee has been on the jazz scene 
for several decades but is only now getting 
wider exposure. A longtime resident of 

Indianapolis, he has six leader recordings to his 
credit as well as an extensive career as a writer, 
performer and educator. His “Downtown Blues” 
big band CD was nominated for a Grammy 
award.

Originally from Rio de Janeiro, drummer 
Duduka Da Fonseca has lived in New York since 
1975. He has established numerous Brazilian 
jazz groups over the years but is probably best 
known as a founding member of Trio da Paz. 
Like Allee, Duduka is also a Grammy nominee, 
for his 2002 “Samba Jazz Fantasia” CD. He has 
performed with greats including Antonio 
Carlos Jobim, John Scofield, Gerry Mulligan and 
Joe Henderson.

Although Rufus Reid’s name is on “Out Front”, 
he considers this to be a true group effort 
rather than one with a leader and two sidemen. 
Each of them has contributed originals to the 
disc. In addition, there are three standards. 
Every song has strong melodies that Reid 
spins around his impeccable bass lines. There 
are understated originals, Latin-tinged music, 
and a bit of bop-flavoured material as well. 
The musicianship is of such a high level that 
the listener cannot help but be pulled into 
this exceptional music. It goes far beyond the 
usual piano/bass/drums trio. Straight ahead 
jazz hardly gets played with more sincerity and 
polish.

Rufus Reid “Out Front” Trio 
From New Jersey

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2010
TICKETS - MEMBERS $28, GUESTS $32
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Rufus Reid - bass
Steve Allee - piano
Duduka Da Fonseca - drums

Artist website:
www.rufusreid.com
www.steveallee.com
www.dudukadafonseca.com

when...



September 21, 2010
Audrey Ochoa 
Audrey Ochoa - trombone,
Chris Andrew  - keyboards
Mike Lent - bass
Luis Tovar - percussion

September 28, 2010
Don Berner Quintet 
Don Berner - alto saxophone
Rob  Thompson - keyboards
Steve Pady - guitar
Sandro Dominelli - drums

October 5, 2010
Brett Miles Quartet 
Brett Miles - saxophone
Jamie Philp  - guitar
Thom Golub - bass
Dwayne Hrynkiw - drums

October 12, 2010 
Chris Andrew Trio
Chris Andrew - piano
TBA - bass
Sandro  Dominelli - drums

October 19, 2010
Jeff Hendrick Quintet
Jeff Hendrick - alto saxophone  
&  vocals
Chris Andrew - keyboards
Jim Head - guitar
Moni Matthew -  bass
TBA - drums

October 26, 2010
Marty Majorowicz Quartet
Marty Majorowicz - trombone
Paul  Richey - keyboards
Thom Golub - bass
Bill George - drums

jammin’

tuesday night 
sessions

TICKETS AT THE DOOR - MEMBERS & GUESTS $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM

www. yardbirdsuite.com     19



september october

September 17-19
Craig Magill Memorial  
All-Star Weekend 
Members $20, Guests $24
*Sunday:  Doors 1pm
 Show 2pm

September 24
Matt Newton Quartet
Members $14, Guests $18

September 25
Jeff King’s Catalyst
Members $18, Guests $22

October 1
Amanda Tosoff Quartet
Members $16, Guests $20

October 2
Anat Fort Trio
Members $24, Guests $28

October 8-9
Julian Fauth With  
Ken Yoshioka
Members $18, Guests $22

October 14
Lorraine Desmarais Trio
Members $20, Guests $24
Doors:  7:30pm Show: 8pm

October 15
Hendrik Meurkens Quintet
Members $20, Guests $24

October 16
Rubim De Toledo
Members $18, Guests $22

October 22
International Polish  
Jazz Group
Members $22, Guests $26

October 23
Jean-Michel Pilc
Members $16, Guests $20

October 29
Karin Plato & John Roney
Members $16, Guests $20

October 30
Rufus Reid “Out Front” Trio
Members $28, Guests $32

EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729

Friday & Saturday Shows: Doors at 8 PM • Show 9 PM unless otherwise stated.
Tuesday Night Sessions: Doors at 7:30 PM • Show at 8 PM
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