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Take the jazz challenge and join the always-

intriguing Gordon Grdina for an evening of 

inspired jazz. Gordon is an accomplished guitarist 

and oud player based in Vancouver; his sound 

reflects his interests in mainstream jazz, free-

form improvisation and Arabic classical music.

On this evening, the Gordon Grdina Trio will 

feature music from their recently released debut 

CD on Plunge Records, entitled “…If Accident 

Will.” The trio features two leading players on 

the Vancouver scene: bassist Tommy Babin and 

drummer Kenton Loewen.

Together, the trio explores introspective ballads, 

improv and song-forms, often adding unique 

elements to the mix, such as Arabic-inspired 

compositions, metal or full-out punk brutality. 

The band has a huge dynamic range: from quiet 

moments where the oud is featured, to raging 

free-form punk grooves. With this vibrant trio, 

audiences never know what will happen next; 

the music is emotionally moving, filling the 

room with seemingly inexhaustible energy.

Gordon’s jazz resume is extensive. He leads 

many ensembles, such as Box Cutter, a genre-

bending improvisational quartet which 

includes internationally-acclaimed clarinetist 

Francois Houle. Box Cutter has released two 

CDs for Spool Records. Gordon’s debut CD for 

Songlines, “Think Like the Waves,” was released 

in 2006, featuring Gary Peacock and Paul Motian. 

This remarkable CD combined material from all 

of Gordon’s ensembles. 

The Gordon Grdina Trio was one of the 

highlights of the Yardbird Jazz Festival in 2007 

and it is a pleasure to welcome them back to 

the Yardbird Suite again.

Gordon Grdina Trio

canadian jazz series

…Grdina is a voracious listener …there’s something revelatory about the album’s 
unflinching hypnotic core… ~ Greg Buium, Downbeat

Gordon Grdina Trio 
From Vancouver

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $14, GUESTS $18
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Gordon Grdina - guitar
Tommy Babin - bass
Kenton Loewen - drums

Artist website:
www.gordongrdina.com

when...



Do you love jazz vocalists? Join us for an evening 

of tasteful jazz, in the classy presence of Cheryl 

Fisher. Hailed by the Montreal Jazz Festival 

as “one of the greatest female singers in the 

history of Canadian jazz,” Cheryl has a national 

reputation as a gifted vocalist, composer and 

lyricist. 

Cheryl has recorded five CDs under her own 

name. Her latest, “Moments Like This”, pairs 

her with two genuine jazz legends: five-time 

Grammy Award nominee Ira Sullivan and the 

Canadian Juno award-winning pianist Oliver 

Jones.

Cheryl holds a Bachelors Degree in Education 

(with distinction) from the University of Calgary 

and a Masters Degree in Jazz Vocal Performance 

from the University of Miami, where she also 

taught. 

In addition to an international performing 

schedule, Cheryl has a thriving private vocal 

coaching practice here in Alberta. Her live 

performances and recordings continue to 

receive glowing reviews for their originality, 

emotional depth and outstanding technical 

excellence. 

Cheryl is joined on this night by saxman Eric 

Allison, who has an established career of his 

own (and happens to be married to Cheryl). The 

rhythm secton for this CD release event is the 

wonderful Hutchinson Andrew Trio.

canadian jazz series

Cheryl Fisher
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Cheryl Fisher 
From Calgary/Edmonton

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Cheryl Fisher - vocals
Eric Allison - sax
Chris Andrew - piano
Kodi Hutchinson - bass
Sandro Dominelli - drums

Artist website:
www.cherylfisher.com

when...
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“She‘s a real jazz singer with a sultry, bluesy 
sound, capable of working through  

the intricate melodies . . . as
well as belting out sassy numbers . . .  

in a direct, take no prisoners, style.
 ~ CADENCE



Get ready for a fine evening of first-rate jazz 

with a stellar lineup, featuring New York-based 

trumpeter Jim Rotondi.

One of the first launching points for Jim’s 

outstanding career was winning the 1984 

International Trumpet Guild’s jazz trumpet 

competition. He subsequently recorded and 

toured internationally with the Ray Charles 

Orchestra, which was followed by a six-year 

stint with none other than the Lionel Hampton 

Orchestra. Jim has also been a member of 

organist Charles Earland’s quintet. 

Jim currently tours with his own group, as well 

as with the Carnegie Hall Jazz Band, Grammy-

winner Toshiko Akiyoshi, and One For All, a 

collective which features a front line of Eric 

Alexander and Steve Davis.

Jim’s latest CD as a leader, entitled “Four Of 

A Kind,” was recently released on Positone 

Records. He has also recorded three CDs on the 

Sharp Nine label and four on the Criss Cross 

label. He can also be heard on several of Charles 

Earland’s Highnote Records releases, alongside 

saxophonist Eric Alexander, with whom Jim 

made his recording debut on Eric’s Delmark 

release “Straight Up.” Jim has also recorded with 

saxophonist George Coleman, drummer Ray 

Appleton and One for All.

Saxophonist Cory Weeds has been active on the 

Vancouver jazz scene for more than 15 years. 

Among numerous highlights in Cory’s career 

was the formation of the instrumental funk/

jazz band Crash. In 1998 the band released 

its first CD to great acclaim, performed at 

jazz festivals across the nation, and hit a high 

note with a well-received performance at the 

Montreal International Jazz Festival. A second 

release, Candy Shop met with equal acclaim 

in 1999. In 2003, after the band was booked to 

back up Hammond B3 organ guru Dr. Lonnie 

Smith, a third CD resulted, entitled “The Doctor 

Is In.” Since then, the band has joined Smith on 
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Jim Rotondi with the Cory 
Weeds Group

international jazz series



A “homegrown”  talent, now based in Wetaskiwin, 

Alberta, blind drummer Karl Schwonik is 

beginning to step into the national spotlight. 

For this show, he is joined by two prominent 

Calgary musician; bassist Kodi Hutchinson and 

saxophonist Brent Mah.

Karl’s roots are in rural Alberta; as a child and 

youth he was exposed to countless musical 

situations, ranging from polka music to jazz. 

Right after high school, Karl embarked on a tour 

with four-time Canadian Country Music Award 

nominee Heather Dawn. This was followed 

by an invitation to study at the Banff Centre 

where Schwonik was the youngest artist ever 

to be a part of the long-term career residency 

program. 

The last two years have been especially 

prosperous for Schwonik. For example, Karl 

received a full scholarship to study at the Banff 

Centre’s International Jazz and Creative Music 

four concert tours including two visits to the 

Yardbird Suite.

The well-respected Ross Taggart has been an 

important part of the Vancouver jazz scene 

since 1985. His performance credits are too 

numerous to mention, but he has played the 

piano and tenor saxophone for audiences 

across Canada and around the world. He has 

recorded extensively; his first CD as a leader 

playing piano, “Presenting The Ross Taggart 

Trio,” was released in January 2009 on the Cellar 

Live label.

Ross has studied in Toronto with great 

Canadian jazz pianists Don Thompson and 

Bernie Senensky. He has also been a member of 

the Juno Award winning Hugh Fraser Quintet 

since 1988. Ross has also worked with the Ian 

McDougall Sextet, the Vancouver Ensemble of

 Jazz Improvisation (VEJI), the Jill Townsend Big 

Band, Fred Stride’s Westcoast Jazz Orchestra, 

the Bill Coon Quartet, the Sharon Minemoto 

Quintet and his own groups. 

Ken Lister has been on the Vancouver jazz scene 

since 1983 and has literally played with a “who’s 

who” of jazz greats over the years. He is currently 

based in the Vancouver and Vancouver Island 

area, where he performs and teaches. Ken is a 

member of the Hugh Fraser Quintet and VEJI. 

Ken also performs with the legendary jazz 

guitarist Pat Coleman in his trio. 

Jesse Cahill is known and respected as one of 

the foremost jazz drummers on the Canadian 

music scene. His first record as a leader, “The 

Night Crawlers – Presenting,” was nominated 

for a National Jazz Award in 2007. Jesse is a 

popular sideman in demand for studio and 

live performance and is the first call for many 

visiting artists. He has been recorded for CBC 

Jazz Beat, West Coast Performance, as well as live 

CBC concert broadcasts. His recording resume 

includes sessions with Phil Dwyer’s Sax Summit, 

The Brad Turner Quintet, The Jodi Proznick 

Quartet, Dee Daniels and Edmontonian Jerrold 

Dubyk’s latest CD.

6    September/October 2009

Jim Rotondi with the  
Cory Weeds Group
From New York/Vancouver

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jim Rotondi - trumpet
Cory Weeds - saxophone
Ross Taggart - piano
Ken Lister - bass
Jesse Cahill - drums

Artist website:
www.jimrotondi.com
www.coryweeds.ca

when...
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Gretchen 
 Parlato

international jazz series

If you’ve never heard of Gretchen Parlato, let 

jazz legend Herbie Hancock introduce you to 

her:

“The first thing you notice about Gretchen 

Parlato is that she’s a singer with a deep, almost 

magical connection to the music,” says Hancock. 

“She takes a lot of chances with her understated 

style, and it works. Every note is expressive, 

powerful, and pretty. And most important, her 

heart is in the right place.” 

“I think in an inconspicuous way, Gretchen 
Parlato knows how to play the same 

instrument that Frank Sinatra played… 
there’s no one out there like Gretchen.”

 ~ Wayne Shorter
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With her emotive, subtle approach, Gretchen has 

created a buzz around New York, and beyond. 

She has performed as part of “A Celebration 

of Jobim” at the Hollywood Bowl with Oscar 

Castro-Neves, Gal Costa, Ivan Lins, and Dianne 

Reeves, with Roy Hargrove’s Big Band, at the 

2008 Charlie Parker Jazz Festival, and at the 

2009 Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival.

Gretchen has pushed the boundaries of the role 

of a traditional singer, becoming an in-demand 

element on many recording projects, including 

Terence Blanchard’s “Flow,” Kenny Barron’s “The 

Traveler,” and Esperanza Spalding’s “Esperanza.” 

Her sound mixes Jazz, Brazilian, and African 

elements, creating a unique style all her own.

In 2003, she completed studies at the Thelonious 

Monk Institute of Jazz Performance, where she 

was the first vocalist ever to be accepted by 

Wayne Shorter, Terence Blanchard and Herbie 

Hancock. Before attending the Monk Institute, 

Gretchen graduated from UCLA with a BA in 

Ethnomusicology/Jazz Studies. In 2004, she 

won first prize in the Thelonious Monk Jazz 

Vocals Competition. 

The recently released “In a Dream” CD is 

Gretchen’s first album for ObliqSound, which 

was preceded four years ago by her self-titled 

debut album. 

For this evening, Gretchen is joined by a high-

end backing group from New York. Piano man 

Taylor Eigsti received two Grammy nominations 

for his 2006 CD on Concord called “Lucky to be 

Me.” Kendrick Scott is a member of Terrence 

Blanchard’s group which received two Grammy 

nominations for Blanchard’s CD “A Tale of God’s 

Will (A Requiem for Katrina).” 

Gretchen Parlato
From New York

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $22, GUESTS $26
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Gretchen Parlato - vocals
Taylor Eigsti - piano
Alan Hampton - bass
Kendrick Scott - drums

Artist website:
www.gretchenparlato.com

when...

special event!
Big Miller Statue Unveiling

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2009
3 PM
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Don’t miss out on this hot blues show! Blues 

guitar maestro Eddie “Devilboy” Turner hits 

E-town for two rockin’ nights of solid blues. 

Eddie will be backed up by his own outstanding 

band, featuring James Trujillo on bass and Tony 

Black on drums.

Born in Cuba and raised in Chicago, Eddie’s 

influences stem from both the Afro-Cuban 

rhythms of his heritage and his immersion at 

a young age in all kinds of music, especially 

Chicago blues, jazz, rock and R&B. 

In 1995, Eddie joined Otis Taylor and Kenny 

Passarelli to form the Otis Taylor Band and was 

instrumental in creating the Otis Taylor sound. 

Eddie continually received rave reviews for his 

incredible psychedelic guitar playing, which has 

been described as “otherworldly,” “scorching”, 

“polyrhythmic” and “chilling.”

His first release as a bandleader was “Rise” 

(Northern Blues, 2005), produced by Kenny 

Passarelli. Rise showcases Eddie’s guitar 

playing and songwriting, including blistering 

guitar and gospel-tinged numbers. In 2006, he 

released “The Turner Diaries” (Northern Blues), a 

mesmerizing mixture of electric blues and rock.

Eddie ‘Devilboy’  
Turner Trio

Eddie ‘Devilboy’ Turner Trio
From Denver

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, OCT 2-3, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Eddie Turner - guitar, vocals
Jimmy Trujillo - bass
Tony Black – drums

Artist website:
www.eddiedevilboy.com

when...

yardbird suite blues

“This is a stunning album, and the dawn 
of a new musical force and presence.”

 ~ Bluesbeat
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One of the bonuses of operating our very own 

jazz venue is to present exceptional musicians 

who do not normally perform together. Such is the 

case with pianist Benny Green and guitarist John 

Stowell, both of whom have graced the Yardbird 

Suite stage in the past, but never as a duo.

Pianist extraordinaire Benny Green has recorded 

more than one hundred sessions as both a 

leader and as a sideman. This will be Benny’s 

fourth performance at the Suite, most recently 

with Javon Jackson, Corcoran Holt and Al Foster. 

In 1993, Oscar Peterson chose Benny as the first 

recipient of the City of Toronto’s Glenn Gould 

International Protégé Prize in Music.

Benny Green/John Stowell

international jazz series

Benny says “…for myself and a lot of musicians 

I admire, the main focus is to just swing and 

have fun, and share those feelings with the 

audience…and, if I am able to convey that, then 

I feel like I’m doing something positive”.

John Stowell is a unique 

jazz guitarist influenced 

as much by pianists and 

horn players as he is by 

guitarists. His original take 

on harmony, chords and 

improvisation sets him 

apart.

John’s recording and performance credits 

include Milt Jackson, Lionel Hampton, Art 

Farmer, Herb Ellis, George Cables, Billy Higgins, 

Billy Hart, Richie Cole, Don Thompson, Dave 

Liebman, David Friesen and many others. It has 

been far too long since John has performed on 

our stage and we are delighted to be able to 

present him in such illustrious company.

Benny Green/John Stowell
From Portland, Oregon

FRI-SAT, OCT 9-10, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Benny Green - piano, keyboards
John Stowell - guitar 
 
Artist website:
www.bennygreenmusic.com
www.johnstowell.com

when...



Benny Green/John Stowell
From Portland, Oregon

FRI-SAT, OCT 9-10, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Benny Green - piano, keyboards
John Stowell - guitar 
 
Artist website:
www.bennygreenmusic.com
www.johnstowell.com
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Chris Donnelly is a Toronto-based pianist, 

composer and improviser known for his 

musicality, versatility and ability to captivate 

an audience. He has performed with Canadian 

greats Ted Quinlan, Brad Turner, John Macleod, 

William Carn, Quinsin Nachoff, Tara Davidson, 

Lina Allemano, Heather Bambrick and Andrew 

Downing. 

In 2008, Chris released his debut album with 

Alma Records called “Solo,” which garnered a 

Juno nomination. The album features a blend 

of original material and arrangements of jazz 

standards. 

Chris is currently on faculty at the University of 

Toronto and has previously worked as a faculty 

member of the Humber College Community 

Music School, Prairielands Jazz Camp and the 

National Music Camp of Canada. 

Upon completing his Masters of Music in Jazz 

Performance at the University of Toronto, Chris 

was awarded the Tecumseh Sherman Rogers 

Graduating Award for students “deemed to have 

the greatest potential to make an important 

contribution to the field of music.” In 2007, Chris 

performed at the Florida Theatre in Jacksonville, 

Florida where he placed second in the Great 

American Jazz Piano Competition. Chris was 

a finalist in the 2008 Nottingham (England) 

National Jazz Piano Competition.

Chris Donnelly

canadian jazz series

Double Bill
Chris Donnelly solo piano
Jerrold Dubyk Quartet
CD Release Event
From Toronto

FRI-SAT, OCTOBER 16-17, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Chris Donnelly - piano

Artist website:
www.chrisdonnellymusic.com

when...



Following the debut release of “The Way You 

See It,” the Jerrold Dubyk Quartet celebrates 

the release of their much anticipated second 

recording, “The Maverick.”

Always versatile, Jerrold once again impresses 

with his soulful sound. After studies with Ralph 

Bowen and performances with Victor Lewis, 

Terrell Stafford, Stanley Cowell and Conrad 

Herwig, among others, Jerrold continues to 

emerge and impress with his own vibrant 

sound. 

In 2008, Jerrold and his quartet played to sold 

out audiences at jazz festivals across Canada 

and claimed second overall in the prestigious 

Grand Prix du Jazz Competition at the Festival 

International de Jazz de Montreal.

 “The Maverick” is an energetic effort in the 

organ/tenor quartet tradition. It features a stellar 

line-up of prodigious Canadian jazz musicians, 

including multiple Juno winner Brad Turner 

(who also produced the album), Chris Gestrin 

and Jesse Cahill. The recording was nominated 

for a 2009 Western Canada Music Award as Jazz 

Album of the Year.

cd release event

12    September/October 2009

Double Bill
Chris Donnelly solo piano
Jerrold Dubyk Quartet
CD Release Event
From Edmonton/Vancouver

FRI-SAT, OCTOBER 16-17, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Jerrold Dubyk - saxophone
Brad Turner - trumpet
Chris Gestrin - Hammond organ
Jesse Cahill - drums

Artist website:
www.jerrolddubyk.com

when...

Jerrold Dubyk Quartet
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Polish International Jazz Group

Remembering Seifert
On this night, an international, all-star cast 

of musicians present the compositions of 

violin master and composer Zbigniew Seifert. 

Thought he was often unheralded, Seifert’s 

lasting legacy is below described by Zach Brock. 

Join us at the Yardbird for what is sure to be a 

wonderful evening of jazz, that pays deserving 

tribute to a jazz icon.

Excerpts from “Discovering Zbigniew Seifert,” by 

Zach Brock:

Polish jazz violinist and composer Zbigniew 

Seifert was, after Jean-Luc Ponty, the most 

radically groundbreaking violinist in the history 

of modern jazz. Since the late nineteen sixties, 

many improvising violinists have become 

conversant in the language of bebop, funk, jazz-

rock, blues-rock, and the avant-garde. However, 

the post-Coltrane language, harmony, and 

nuance that Seifert explored remains largely 

uncharted territory on the violin. 

While re-mastered recordings of all the major 

(and some minor) jazz violinists abound, 

Zbigniew Seifert retains the unenviable 

distinction of being the most obscure violinist 

of his importance. Seifert, who during his brief 

career recorded five times as a leader (two 

times for Capitol Records) and well over thirty 

sessions as a sideman, is completely out-of-

print. Celebrated as an important jazz pioneer in 

Poland and the rest of Europe, Seifert is virtually 

unknown to jazz fans and musicians in the 

United States. Why nothing until now has been 

done to remedy this fact remains somewhat 

of a mystery. It is a more complicated situation 

than one might initially posit and it is one that 

requires diligent work and cooperation if we are 

to accomplish the re-mastering of his seminal 

works before it is too late. The magnetic tape 

recordings made in the early and mid-seventies 

are already showing rapid signs of deterioration 

and we may lose the ability to restore Seifert’s 

work to the level it deserves if more time is lost.

I became aware of Zbigniew Seifert through 

a Verve sampler CD called “Jazz Club Violin.” 

Seifert’s inclusion, a track called “Stillness”, 

featured him in duet with bassist Cecil McBee. 

Although I immediately recognized Seifert as a 

international jazz series



strong individual voice, I was in a developmental 

phase (i.e. young and stupid) where I only paid 

attention to violinists who were playing bebop 

lines. When I wasn’t listening to horn players, 

pianists, guitar players, or any other instrument 

other than the violin, I followed the recordings 

of the young Jean-Luc Ponty and, later, Didier 

Lockwood. The second time I heard the name 

Zbigniew Seifert was from the pianist Dave 

Kikoski. Kikoski was playing in Chicago with Roy 

Haynes and the band had gone to saxophonist 

Von Freeman’s famous jam session after the 

show. I approached Kikoski to ask him about 

a Didier Lockwood recording he had played 

on called “New York Rendezvous.” We began 

talking about other violinists who were playing 

in a more modern style and he quickly steered 

the conversation to “Zbiggy.” He informed me 

that other New York-based jazz musicians such 

as Richie Beirach and David Liebman had told 

him about playing with Seifert in the 1970’s 

and he insisted that I find more recordings. The 

conversation made such an impression on me 

that I began looking for Seifert records the next 

day. However, after looking in every record store 

in Chicago and scouring the Internet for hours, 

I gave up.

About a month later, while playing a CD release 

show at a local jazz record store, I stumbled 

across Seifert’s posthumous recording “Passion” 

in the used record bin. The lineup of Richie 

Beirach, Eddie Gomez, Jack DeJohnette, Nana 

Vascocelos and John Scofield was sufficient to 

pique my interest once again. 

Written on the back of the record was the 

first bit of biographical information that I had 

found outside of the conversation with Kikoski: 

Polish-born Zbigniew Seifert died in Buffalo, 

NY in 1979, at the age 32, while undergoing 

experimental surgery for cancer. Fortunately, 

the overcast introduction was obliterated by the 

music that leapt off of the record and out of my 

stereo speakers. What I heard in that moment 

did as much as anything I had ever previously 

heard to alter my view of music, life, and all 

its possibilities. Seifert’s voice was unusually 

powerful, emotive, and compelling. The musical 

phrases and lines that he played were seemingly 

devoid of the usual “violin licks” that prevailed in 

so many other jazz violinists’ vocabulary. At the 

same time, and most importantly, his playing 

was much more than impressive or inspiring to 

me; it was deeply moving. 

Since making that first discovery I have acquired 

all of the albums that he recorded as a leader. 

Everything that this amazing musician ever did, 

with the exception of an album called “Violin” by 

the band Oregon, remains completely out-of-

print in this country. I found the remainder of his 

discography through a German record collector 

and generous donations from other “Zbiggy-

philes.” What I have since discovered in these 

other recordings begins to form the picture of 

a creative statement that rivals or exceeds all 

that has occurred in jazz violin since the early 

1970s. With hard work and luck, we should be 

able to re-light the torch that Zbigniew carried 

and to find others that are willing to carry it into 

the future. It is certainly a worthwhile endeavor 

and it is also certainly one that will give back far 

more in return.

14    September/October 2009

Polish International Jazz Group
Remembering Seifert
From Spain/Montreal/Los Angeles/Germany

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $20, GUESTS $24
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Andrzej Olejniczak - saxophone
Jan Jarczyk - piano
Darek Oleszkiewicz - bass
Janusz Stefanski - drums

www.passion-themovie.com
www.euskalnet.net/olej/
www.darekoles.com

when...
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Native Edmontonian trumpeter/composer 

Dean McNeill joins forces with Edmonton-based 

friends and musical collaborators Jim Head, Dan 

Skakun, and John Taylor to perform original 

compositions and selected jazz standards. 

Dean’s special guest will be Vancouver’s 

Campbell Ryga, a three-time Juno award winner 

and 2000 Jazz Report Saxophonist-of-the-Year. 

Dean is Head of the Department of Music at 

the University of Saskatchewan. He holds music 

degrees from the University of North Texas 

(Masters), McGill University (Undergraduate), 

and Grant MacEwan College (Music Diploma).

Dean has composed and/or arranged music 

for professional ensembles including brass 

quintet, symphony orchestra, large and small 

brass ensembles, jazz combo, and large 

jazz ensemble. Dean has recently released 

two CDs as a leader. “Prairie Fire - Large Jazz 

Ensemble Music” on Cellar Live is a compilation 

of McNeill’s arrangements and original 

compositions orchestrated for large jazz 

ensemble, as performed by an outstanding all-

Canadian jazz ensemble which includes Hugh 

Fraser, Campbell Ryga, Mike Rud, Ted Warren, 

Kelly Jefferson, Mike Heriott, Brian O’Kane, Mike 

Downes, Greg Gatien, and many others. 

“Mélange: New Music for Trumpet and Piano” is 

a jazz/classical hybrid CD featuring McNeill and 

acclaimed Canadian pianist Bonnie Nicholson 

and two-time Juno award winning jazz pianist 

Jon Ballantyne. 

Dean has performed with the Banff Centre 

Jazz Orchestra, Vancouver Jazz Orchestra, the 

Birth of the Cool Repertoire Project, the Art 

Blakey Tribute Project, and with the likes of 

Kenny Wheeler, Pat LaBarbera, P.J. Perry, Bobby 

Caldwell, Carol Welsman, Hugh Fraser, Tommy 

Banks (big band and combo), Campbell Ryga, 

Kelly Jefferson, Robert Younge, among others. 

Dean McNeill  
Quintet

with Special Guest  
Campbell Ryga

canadian jazz series

Dean McNeill Quintet
with Special Guest Campbell Ryga
From Saskatoon/Vancouver/Edmonton

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Dean McNeill - trumpet
Campbell Ryga - saxophone
Jim Head - guitar
John Taylor - bass
Dan Skakun – drums

Artist website:
www.deanmcneill.com
www.campbellryga.com

when...



Join the always-hyped and musically intuitive Tilo 

Paiz, and friends, for a hot night of Latin-influenced 

jazz, with sidetrips to other genres and moods. 

Backed by a strong lineup of established Alberta 

players, this evening led by Tilo will take audiences 

on a jazz journey full of fun, rhythms and pure 

musicality

Tilo’s musical story begins at a young age in San 

Salvador, when he started playing marimbas in 

the family band at the age of seven. By the age of 

fourteen he was already a full-fledged professional 

drummer in the big band scene in San Salvador, 

and went on to become one of Central America’s 

premier musicians, not only as a performer but as 

a bandleader, recording artist, composer/arranger 

and teacher. Since coming to Edmonton in 1990, 

he has established himself as a major force in the 

Alberta music scene, playing with such musicians 

as Tommy Banks, P.J. Perry, Bob Stroup, Sandro 

Dominelli, Gaye Delorme, Tacoy Ryde, and Toronto 

recording artist Pavlo.

canadian jazz series

Tilo Paiz’ Flying 
Fiesta Band

Tilo Paiz’ Flying Fiesta Band
From Edmonton

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $16, GUESTS $20
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Tilo Paiz - timbales, percussion
Sergio Gonzalez - vocals
Dave Herrick - trumpet
John Dymianiw - trumpet
Martin Majorowicz - trombone
Jonnie McCormack - saxophone
Yuji Ihara - guitar
Frankie Hidalgo - keyboards
Troy Nowaselski - bass
Rene Abaunza - conga

when...
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Trio Tarana is the brain-child of percussionist 

Ravish Momin, who cut his jazz teeth performing/

recording with the Association for the 

Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM). 

AACM was founded in the 1960s by tenor-

saxophonist legend Kalaparush Maurice McIntrye. 

The AACM initial membership included Roscoe 

Mitchell, Muhal Richard Abrams, Anthony Braxton, 

George Lewis, Leroy Jenkins, Lester Bowie and 

other influential performers who clung to the 

adage “Ancient to the Future” and still continue to 

explore the boundaries of jazz.

Inspired by their music, Ravish has kept on 

developing Trio Tarana, continuing to search 

across various world music genres. Lately, he has 

managed to re-invent the band with a brand-

new line up, as well as introducing the element of 

electronics to create lush ambient soundscapes 

and other-worldly textures.

For his return to the Yardbird Suite, he has also 

invited a special guest, native Albertan and 

virtuoso violist, Tanya Kalmanovitch, to create a 

unique chamber-jazz ensemble that will explore 

classical forms, Indian raga drones, Middle-eastern 

modes, layered rhythms and no-holds barred 

improvisation!

17
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Trio Tarana + 1

www. yardbirdsuite.com     17

Trio Tarana + 1
From New York

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2009
TICKETS - MEMBERS $18, GUESTS $22
DOORS 8 PM - SHOW 9 PM

Ravish Momin - drums, percussion, tabla
Skye Steele - violin
Greg Heffernan - cello, electronics
Tanya Kalmanovitch - viola, violin
 
Artist website:
www.ravishmomin.com
www.tanyakalmanovitch.com

when...



September 22
Dave Babcock Quartet

(Dave Babcock - saxophone, Jim Head - guitar, Doug 
Organ - Hammond organ, Sandro Dominelli - drums)

September 29
Kent Sangster Quintet

(Kent Sangster - saxophone)

October 6
Dino Dominelli Quartet

(Dino Dominelli - saxophone,  
Chris Andrew - piano, John Taylor - bass, Sandro 

Dominelli - drums)

October 13
Audrey Ochoa Quartet

(Audrey Ochoa - trombone, Don Berner - saxophone, 
Chris Andrew - keyboards, Dan Skakun - drums)

October 20
Galactica

(Craig Brenan - trombone, Paul Richey - piano, John 
MacPhearson - tuba)

October 27
The Parkers

(Karen Porkka - saxophone & vocals,  
Bob Tildesley - trumpet, Thom Golub - bass,  

Kevin Parkinson - drums)

jammin’

tuesday night 
sessions

TICKETS AT THE DOOR - MEMBERS & GUESTS $5
DOORS 7:30 PM - SHOW 8 PM
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Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of members of the Edmonton Jazz 
Society (1973) will be held at the Yardbird Suite, 11 Tommy Banks Way, Edmonton, Alberta, 
on Thursday, October 29, 2009 at 7:00 PM for the purpose of:

1. Receiving the report of the president; 2. Receiving and considering the report of the 
treasurer of the Society for the fiscal year ended July 31, 2008 including the appointment 
of the auditors for the coming year; 3. Election of the board of directors and officers of 
the Society; 4. The transition of such further business as may properly come before the 
meeting or any adjournment thereof.

Further information regarding the business to be discussed at the annual general meeting 
can be obtained by contacting the Yardbird Suite at telephone 780-432-0428. Dated at 
the city of Edmonton, in the Province of Alberta, this first day of September, 2009.



september october

September 18
Gordon Grdina Trio
Members $14, Guests $18
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

September 19
Cheryl Fisher
Members $16, Guests $20
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

September 25
Jim Rotondi With The Cory 
Weeds Group
Members $18, Guests $22
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

September 26
‘Big’ Miller Sculpture Unveiling
3 PM

September 26
Gretchen Parlato
Members $22, Guests $26
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 2-3
Eddie Turner Trio
Members $18, Guests $22
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 9-10
Benny Green/John Stowell
Members $20, Guests $24
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 16-17
Double Bill
Chris Donnelly and the  
Jerrold Dubyk Quartet CD 
Release Event
Members $20, Guests $24
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 23
Polish International Jazz 
Group Remembering Seifert
Members $20, Guests $24
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 24
Dean Mcneill Quintet With 
Cam Ryga
Members $16, Guests $20
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 30
Tilo Paiz’ Flying Fiesta Band
Members $16, Guests $20
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

October 31
Trio Tarana + 1
Members $18, Guests $22
Doors 8 PM - Show 9 PM

EDMONTON JAZZ SOCIETY
11 TOMMY BANKS WAY
(Corner of 102 St & 86 Ave)
EDMONTON  AB  T6E 2M2

PM40047729
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